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'On Conversation, Society, and Friendship* 



MY DEAR MISS M- 



1 WO advantages are annexed to literary 
pursuits ; first, as they tend to improve 
those wonderful faculties by which we 
^re distinguished fromthe brute creation, 
to our own comfort ; and, secondly, as 
knowledge is calculated to make us more 
agreeable and pleasing in the eyes of our 
fellow-creatures, 
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It has always been the unfortunate 
error of mankind, to bestow .most care 
and attention on what» in their calmer 
moments, they confess is least deserving 
solicitude. Thus it happens, that the 
present world gains the ascendancy of the 
future ; that agreeableness procures more 
admirers than desert ; and that the ap- 
pearance of enjoyment is preferred to the 
reality. The same erroneous judgement 
has elevated the secondary end of study 
into undue ascendancy; and hence it 
cannot be wondered at, that when the 
superstructure is not founded on a really 
enlightened intellect, a good heart, and a 
corrected temper, the desire of pleasing 
and the passion for shining should be 
confounded. Nothing is more natural 
to an ingeauous soul, than a wish to be 
thought amiable by all with whom we 
converse. To have our approach hailed 
with the smile of undisguised compla- 
cence, and our departure deprecated by 



sometlilng less equivocal than the Cere- 
monious entreaty of good breeding, con- 
stitutes a species of personal importance 
which even a stoic can but aftci to de- 
spise. But I must tell the young lady 
whose whole soul is engrossed by the de- 
termination of pleasing, that this propen- 
sity will carry her beyond the desired 
goal. Admiration and affection are very 
distinct sentiments; you cannot excite 
the former in any considerable degree 
without alarming a host of competitors, 
who, being engaged in the same pursuit, 
will narrowly investig:ite your conduct -, 
and if any indirect steps, or unfounded 
pretensions, can be discovered, you must 
dread the consequences of vigilant scru- 
tiny. Affection, on the other hand, is 
W071 not vanqxdshed; when we cherish it, 
we indulge ourselves, instead of paying 
liomage toothers. It has the agreeable 
property of veiling those imperfections 
which the envv attached to admiration 



J 



never fails to expose. It is therefore bet- 
ter adapted to the disposition of our ser, 

• 

who must ever feel their desicc of ^iclat 
checked by the timid apprehension of 
reproach. We cannot stray far from 
that privacy which is our happiest and 
most natural soil, without incurring dan- 
ger. 

The love of admiration has never been 
more prejudicial to wx)men, than in the 
article of literary pursuits; for know- 
ledge and understanding are distinctions, 
of which the lords of the creation are 
highly tenacious;^ and they are most 
unwilling to allow/ that more than a 
few particles of those precious metals 
can possibly unite with that vast pre* 
ponderance of quicksilver irritability^ 
which they affirm constituted the sta- 
mina of the superadduced rib. Though 
I verily believe there are many more 
male than female pedants, and though 



I maintain that our understandings are 
equally well adapted to the duties tliat 
we are called upon to perform, and 
therefore cannot in strictness be deno- 
minated inferior; I would wish my sex 
to remember, that advantageous read- 
ing, being peculiar and personal, may 
be enjoyed in its fullest extent, with- 
out exciiing those constant attendants 
of celebrity, detraction and scurrility. 
I wish also to add, that by securing 
those principal ends of study, the secon- 
dary uses follow of necessity. She who 
has really improved her understandintr, 
her principles, and her temper, by know- 
ledge or science, must be courted as a 
companion and loved as a friend ; and 
though the general diffusion of literature, 
and increased liberality ot opinion (I do 
not now use that word ironically), permit 
Dursex todisplav a', quiremenls that would 
formerly have been deemed ridiculous, 
it is certainly safer for us, as a general 



rule, to consider science rather as the 
mirror of Juno, by which she attired her- 
self for Jove, than as the lambent flame 
which played around the bead of lulus, 
and distinguished him from his young 
compeers. The enlightening of our un- 
derstandings should not be our first aim 
when we enter upon a course of study. 
Our distinctions as moral and immortal 
beings, are superior to the faculty of en- 
larged intelligence ; our hearts and lives, 
therefore, should be amended through the 
Biedium of our intellectual powers, or we 
read and reflect in vain. Improved capa* 
city always implies increased responsibili- " 
ty : knowledge is a most precious talent, 
and must pay the highest premium. 
The errors of ignorance are sometimes 
an excuse for crimes ; but the back- 
slidings of sapience ever imply crimina- 
lity. 

Is it not safer then to remain ignorant ? 
Certainly pot i for the consciousness of 



ignorance is a degree of knowledge; 
and an indolent jireference of dark- 
ness to light, when we are convinced 
that we sit in darkness, betrays also a 
consciousness that wc i«ottf our deeds to 
beevil. Sincerity of intention must ac- 
company mental imbecility, or its weak- 
ness is no apology. 

The advantages of a relish for litera- 
ture are most forcibly felt in solitude and 
in old age; the inconvenii^nces * attached 
to both these situations are seldom suc-- 
cessfully parried, unless by those who to 
the blessing of a clear conscience add 
the variety of gratifications which a well- 
cultivated mind can supply. While we 
live in the gay world, or even hi domestic 
society, we are only one of a pic-nic party - 
and the trouble ot the entertainment is so 
diminished by the number of conlribu- 
tors, as to prevent us from thinking how 
it has been provided. But when, like a 
* " <- " - * See Letter 15lli. 
B 4 



Canadian settler, we are confined to our 
own log-house, prudential preparations 
for the ensuing winter assume a most 
serious aspect, and become interwoven 
with the care< of our existence. Wc 
must have oil for our lamps, covering for 
our beds, and fuel for our fire; we 
want cordials to exhilarate us, food to 
strengthen us, employments to* exercise 
our bodies, and expectations to stimu* 
late our minds, besides medicinal pro* 
vision for accid^atal sickness or calamity* 
To drop the allusion: what a fund of 
innate cheerfulness, tranquillity, energy, 
and contentment, is necessary for those 
who hope to live comfortably by them- . 
selves, especially for such as continue 
to ruminate when all the powers of ac- 
tivity are suspended, or finally destroy- . 
ed ! Happy the mind which at such 
a period can turn inward, and con- 
template those forms of " perfect, fair, 
and good," which a correct judgment 



sketched in early life on tlie still nn- 
defaced tablet of memory ! 

We will- pursue this theme in the 
conclusion of our correspondence. It 
is my present intention to proceed from 
literary acquirements, to the field in 
which they publicly display themselves: 
I mean conversation. Now, though 
information certainly adds a thousand 
delicacies " to the feast of reason and 
the flow of soul," it should be like 
the charms of our general mother, " not 
obvious, not obtrusive, but retired." 
Like the sylphs th^t accompanied Be- 
linda in her acquatic triumph *, it may 
add a multitude of minute graces to 
the nymph around whom it hovers; but, 
unless in the select parlies of private 
friendship, it must rarely assume so dense 
a body as to be discernible by vulgar eves. 
Nor must it (presuming on ilsetliereal 
origin) affect a contempt for those eartU- 
* See Rape of ibe Lock. 
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bom gnomes yclept household cares j 
which, though far less rareBed than the 
rays of science, are quite as necessaiy 
to the comforts of animal existence. By 
way of closing the competition which 
has long subsisted between the soaring 
daughter of genius, the slatternly meta- 
physician, the " square -elbowed fa- 
mily drudge," and the light-robed 
nymph of fashion, suppose we take 
some of the distinct qualities of each, 
and with them form a female paragon, 
permitting conversation io unite the bril- 
liant, the profound, the useful, and the 
trifling; for, I fear, whoever determines 
to exckijde any of these ingredients will 
deprive the compound of an agreeable 
zest or ba^samic property. Conversation 
was never so happily allegorised as by a 
resemblance to a collection of musical 
instruments ; and I believe we never re- 
turn from a pleasant intellectual concert, 
without acknowledgmg that our gratifica- 
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tion proceeded from its variety as well 
as its sweetness. We felt obliged to 
the leading ketlle-drum (provided she 
did not play too long or too loud,) 
as well as too the harmonizing flute; 
and the sprightly kit would have given 
Bs less amusement, had it not been 
contrasted with the sober strains of the 
virginal*. 

It has been remarked, that though in 
this age of equalization one rank shdeS 
into another in the article of dress, luxury, 
and amusement, conversation still pre- 
serves its nm/ucraZ/fd/ distinctions; and 
I am afraid that my inveterate dislike 
of democracy will be deduced from the 
obser\-ation I am going to make, that it 
would have been well for society, if the 

■ SeeTatler, vol. a.no 153. 1 cannot for tbU 
reason approve rtie hymeneal scheme wbicli the in- 
genious author subjoins. Who, for Heaven's aakc. 
could live with a drum and ketile drum, or en- 
dure Uie nionulun^ ol' ti bagpipe a,w\ castanets i 

B 6 



politeness atid accomtnodaticm of our su* 
perlors were as imitable, as the form 
of their attire or the arrangements of 
their tables. Purposing to say much 
upon this heady it will be expedient to 
qualify the bitter potion by a previous 
introduction of what is so palatable to 
human pertinacity ; I mean the abuse of 
those who are above us. And to begin- 
with a subject which will I am sure be 
popularj courtiers are proverbially in^ 
sincere in their smiles and promises; 
and whoever builds on their favour more 
than convenience warrants, erects " the 
baseless fabric of a vision.'* Something 
has been said in favour of these pro« 
scribed beings, who are professionally 
exposed to solicitation, and politically 
restrained from offending suitors by 
refusals i but as I write for the middle 
orders, I shall leave the exculpation of 
the great to their own professed advo- 
cates, and condemn the folly of those who 
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continac to become tlie dupes of what the 
experience ofall ages assures us issynony- 
mous to the trackless wind, — I mean the 
afTability of great ladies and the promises 
of great men. The language of high life, 
like its apparent good humour, is uniform 
and local ; and when a plain character 
ventures into the enchanted labyrinth, he 
should carry with iiiiii an explanatory vo- 
cabulary adapted to the society that he 
mixes with, as constantly as a traveller 
does an interpreter when he ventures into 
aforeign country with whose language he 
is unacquainted. Courtliness of expres- 
sion is so essential an adjunft to highly 
polished manners, that it rarely incurs the 
guilt of deception, unless some stray bour- 
geois adventurer wanders among these 
" gorgeous damesand barons bold,'" with 
enough native vanity to be credulous. 
Did this ourang-outang (for so, with 
permission, I long to tell him he is const- 
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dcred by />re/^n{£r(3{)aclmiFer$,)bcit confine 
hisexpectations to momentary enjoy men t» 
bis wishes might be gratified; but if, like 
the ambassador of Bantam, he will ex« 
plain "devoted humble servant" accord- 
tng to the lingo of his own hemispheres 
he must painfully discover that, instead 
of the bower of Acrasia, he has only been 
bewildered in *^ FooFs Paradise." 

As it would be absurd to seek among 
^ high-lived company" for what its con- 
stitutional laws compel it todisclaim^sin- 
cerity ; let us confine our censures to the 
defects which those laws must acknow* 
ledge to be essential. The spoiled chil- 
dren of opulence and prosperity are too 
apt to sink all other faculties in thecapa* 
city of enjoyment; and being pleasant or 
interesting are, in their opinion^ superior 
qualities to being estimable orimproving. 
Hence, among the high circles, conver- 
sation is more like a dejeuni than an old 
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Englifh repast ; it abounds in bon-bon* 
andsylUbiibs: it is deficient in substantials. 
We all know that a subject should not be 
quite exhausted, nor an idea fairly run 
down : but certainly, as starting a multi- 
tude of game disappoints instead of de- 
lighting the sportsman ; so extreme vo- 
latility and mutability in the subjects that 
we discuss render conveisB.uan Jaligiiiug, 
rather than delightful. Good things lose 
their eifect, unless contrasted by soimd 
words ; and they both appear more bril- 
liant when relieved by a back ground of 
common sense. As widi the sensations of 
fruition and delight, " 'Tis bliss but to a 
certain bound, beyond, i^ agony;" so wit 
and vivacity exhaust the powers of enjoy- 
ment, unless placid ease and benevolent 
feeling are allowed to unstring the high- 
toned imagination. 

The quality that is most striking in 
vciy refined conveisation is, ihc ait of 
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always seeming pleased and happy ; and, 
of course, the general air of complacency 
that is diffused over the scene. Now, 
though I am convinced that the gentle 
tone of approbation is often but the 
cover for inward discontent, and that 
disgust lurks in the dimple of placid 
delight ; I still maintain, that only appa* 
r^;2/ satisfaction communicates hilarity to 
others, and contributes to diffuse the ex- 
ternal requisites of pleasure. Ill humour, 
being considered under her political cha* 
racter of ill breeding, can only venture 
into the higher circles in masquerade, [t 
being impossible to exterminate the can* 
ker brood of thrs hydia, I wish that the 
laws of social intercourse were every 
where so strict, as to compel them to 
g disguise their joy -expelling properties in 
every party. 

The licentiousness of patrician conver- 
sation is a fruitful theme for populardeda^ 



mationjbutlhopc.asthepublicityattacli- 

cd to dissoluteness ot manners engenders 
an unfounded credulity as to the universa- 
lity of depravity ; so tlie notoriety of any 
breach of decency, where we expected de- 
corum, misdirects the tide of virtuous in- 
dignation, and teaches us to deplore the 
frequency, instead of the perversity, of 
profligacy. It is a public calamity, whea 
depravity of sentiment or manners is ac- 
companied by such fascinating graces of 
behaviour, as must persuade many weak 
minds, that what is so very attractive 
cannot be very wrong. Here, as in the 
case of knowledge, the guilt is increased 
by the refinement of the offender. 'Ihose 
attractions ofdcportinent, which naturally 
draw the delighted eye of every beholder, 
proclaim the mind to be capable of all the 
nice reserves and keen sensibilities of vir- 
tuous feeling. A man of true tasle will 
not think a woman completely charming, 
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unless, when in a serious moodi he could 
describe her as having 

*' Grace in all steps, h^a^en in her eye, 
In every gesture dignity and love ;"♦ 

and shall grace, piety> dignity, and be- 
nevolence sparkle in the eye, step, and 
gesture, yet never shed their divine in- 
fluence over the lips and the heart f 
What a laborious mimic is she, who^ 
through life, either affects what she does 
not feel, or acts in constant opposition to 
her feelings ; who paints the pallid cheek 
of licentiousness with the blush of modes- 
ty, conceals the furious glare of guilty 
passions underthe saintly glance of purity, 
and pours the language of ribaldry fron^ 
the cherubic lips of innocence ! With 
half the pains that she takes to astonish a 

* This favourite definition of beauty has been 
inserted in Letter 4th» though not exactly in the 
skuoe mannen 
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world which at once wonders at and ab- 
hors her, she might procure the esteem 
of the virtuous, and the approbation of 
her own heart. 

The unhappy propensity to copy the 
defects of celebrated characters, instead of 
their excellencies, has greatly affected the 
lower ranks of life in the particular of 
indecorum. Yet I may venture to assure 
themembersof all the fashionable pandjc- 
moniums, who affect the langusige of in- 
fernals, that originality in indelicacy has 
not raised them to that "bad eminence." 
They may, indeed, boast of dressing up 
Billingsgate slang, orWappingsentiment, 
1 better phrase or gaudier colours j but 
those seminaries are the only endowed 
colleges absolutely devoted to the science 
of obscenity; and it is in the power of 
the lowest of human beings to be pro- 
fane and immoral. I gladly quit a most 
disgusting subject, to attend to the real 
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advantages that are usually annexed to 
polished conversation. 

We will begin by colisidering, on what 
principles the superiority of polished con<^ 
Yersation over the ruder habits of society 
is founded ; and since good sense, intel* 
ligence,and humour, are national charac- 
teristics by no means confined to any 
rank, we must conclude that it arises more 
from the manner than the matter of what 
IS said. Every one must allow this, who 
considers how differently an anecdote or 
an observation sounds when dressed ia 
good language, and accompanied by an 
agreeable manner, from what the same 
tale or sentiment does when stripped of 
these ornaments. A remark originally^ 
insignificant, may become witty, sarcastic^ 
Stupid or luminous, according to the hu- 
mour of the repeater. Though, in ficti- 
tious stories, we aje at liberty so to vary^ 
the narrative as to heightea the effect ^ 
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wlicn we aim at the elucidation of cha- 
racter, or recitation of fact, singleness of 
heart must proscribe every designed vari- 
ation. The disgrace which fashionable 
manners affix to downright falsehood de- 
serves general imitation. Let us now 
proceed to the minutis of good breed- 
ing. 

Authors are supposed (or rather have 
been required) to qualify themselves for 
writing by previous reading; and I be- 
lieve it is esteemed essential for a speaker 
in conversation, first to serve a proba- 
tionary apprenticeship in the character of 
a hearer. The term of this initiatory state 
is generally supposed to expire with our 
teens ; yet a frequent return to the man- 
ners of pupilage is one of the rules wiiicU 
distinguish a very well bred person ; at- 
tentive silence to a speaker being one of 
the most Jundamcntal laws of politeness. 
Let me just hint a situation, in which 
prudence requires you to act contrary to 
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the ostensible expectation. Ifyou should 
ever be introduced to some one who has 
expressed great admiration of you, and a 
vast inclination for your society, remem- 
ber that these words properly trans- 
lated, mean a craving desire to be known 
to you; and you will find the art of 
hearing the most essential requisite at 
such an interview. Woe be to the 
wight who prepares herself for this intro- 
duction by a store of just remarks and 
acute observations ! The inspecting par-* 
ty is then sure to return dissatisfied, and 
full of complaint that people never a/2^r«;d'r 
expectation. But if she resolve so to 
husband her faculties, as to confine in- 
telligence to acquiescence^ and discern- 
ment to compliment^ she will infallibly 
rise in the scale of wonders to some- 
thing that is supernatural These pre- 
cautionary admonitions are only meant 
to intimate that vanity is universal, and 
to teach the gazer and the gazed at to 



scrutinize their own hearts. But to re- 
turn to the valuable ordinances of polite 
manners : when infonnation, authority, 
or talent, assumes the oracular chair, it 
behoves the rest of the company to com- 
mence auditors ; the right and the time 
foroccupyingit should indeed be limited 
by sound judgment; but unless the 
usurpation be very manifest, and very 
.tiresome, inattention or interruption are 
considered as more flagrant breaches of 
the laws of good manners, than those 
which they voluntarily attempt to 
chastise. 

Attention to engagements and promises 
might be referred to the indissoluble ties 
of moral honesty ; but it rarely happens 
that people aj)ply those important consi- 
derations to trifles ; and yet let me again 
repeat the truisin, that it is in trifles that 
virtue is most conspituous. Versatility 
in petty obligations gives a most unfa- 
vourable idea of the moral character, and 
7 
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generally designates a person on whom 
one can place, nodependance. Theincon^ 
veniences which little breaches of punc* 
tuality cause in society are, however, of 
themselves sufficient to determine the 
culpability of such laxity of mind, even 
if it never proceeded to more enormous 
acts of prevarication. A person who 
breaks an engagement seldom reflects on 
the inconveniences that he causes; he 
may be compared to a stone thrown into . 
a pool, which disturbs circle after circle 
till the whole surface is discomposed. 
Do you recollect Steele's excellent paf>er 
upon this subject, in which he censures 
his own acknowledged failing (the pa* 
rent, perhaps, of his still more criminal 
errors) with all the frankness and all the 
irresolution of lively feeling and culpable 
inconstancy ? 

Among the rougher forms of society, 
it is not unfrequent to hear civility and 
sincerity contrasted^ as if they were in 
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llieir natures irreconcilable ; but we 
only require common sense, and a good 
disposition, to render a well-bred per- 
son as inartificial as the rudest Joan 
Blunt thai ever liarrowed up our feel- 
ings under the pretence of telling us her 
mind. lam convinced that vulgarity is 
oftener artful than ingenuovs. The 
foundation of polite behaviour should be 
laid in the christian precept of " in ho- 
nour preferring one another;" which ex- 
tends the obligation of civility to all the 
world; friends and enemies, strangers and 
acquaintance, superiors and inferiors; all 
have an equal demand to have their in- 
tcrcourae with us regulated by the rules 
of decorum. Obedience to these laws 
is no infraction of the higher claims of 
truth and justice, affection and grati- 
tude. The common offices of life may 
be conducted with urbanity and gentle- 
ness, though love and confidence are 
reserved for friendship. If we have oc- 

VOL. 111. c 
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casion to meet a person with .whom we 
are at enmity, we need not scowl 
defiance with our eyes, or awaken his 
passions by menaces or insult. We have 
certainly no right to disturb the peace 
of any society by our previous quarrels : 
bitterness does but increase the difficulty 
of reconciliation ; while a pleasant word, 
or a civil attention, at an occasional 
interview, have often been known to dis* 
sipate wrath and vanquish disgust. Ju- 
dicious persons will preserve this general 
habit of complacency, without forfeiting 
sincerity ; they will avoid expressing par- 
ticular regard, or soliciting particular in- 
timacy, in cases where the heart does 
not dictate the request; nor will they 
£dl into the very common method of 
indiscriminate <^ers of service, which 
are generally taken in a still more enlarged 
extent than they are designed. A few 
general rules seem to constitute the fun- 
damentals of agreeable manners. We 
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should be careful neither to offend, nor 
to mislead those with whom we con- 
verse. Now if our behaviour be not 
assumed, but the genuine cifect of a. 
humble and benevolent heart, though 
wc may err in some of those minute 
points which custom has introduced and 
experience sanctioned, we never can b« 
guilty of any great lapses. When the 
heart dictates the external carriage, it 
cannot be artificial; and simplicity not 
only charms all beholders, but is an ac- 
credited passport to really good society. 
An adherence to the precept of " ia 
honour preferring one another," will 
certainly repress ostentation, which is 
one of the most fruitful, and, let me 
add, most vulgar sources of our social 
solecisms. Whoever meet com_pany 
with an intention of making a display, 
may rest assured that, though there is 
a chance of their being so fortunate 
as to astonish a feiv, they will be sure 
c 2 
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to displease many. The native pride 
of human nature renders us very hos- 
tile to the claims of superiority ^ and 
if it appear but in the shape of an orna- 
ment, it is sure to have its pretensions 
contested. The same may be observed 
of every natural or acquired eminence, 
unless the envied distinction is so en- 
veloped in modesty and complacence, 
as to diminish all the invidious effects 
of superiority ; biit these, indeed, gene- 
rally accompany a genuine claimant to 
particular regard. The equilibrium of 
society is oftener destroyed by the pre- 
ponderance of noisy pretenders, than 
by the acknowledged gravity of wit> 
taste, elegance, or information. The 
cawing rooks outscream the sweet warb- 
lings of the nightingale. 

The desire of calling forth all the latent 
talents of the party, by an exhilarating 
attention to every individual of whom it is 
composed, is a principal cause of the zest 
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"oftliat refined society where,intliiputably', 
we ought to search for the advaiita. 
as well as the laivs, of good breedi 
The motive for endeavouring to make 
every onepleased with himselfmay be self- 
ish i but the cfTcct is grateful to all. 
When this duly is well understood and 
practised by the host and hostess, a gene- 
ral suavity of look and manner is sure to 
be the consequence. Would it not be 
advisable, if, in certain walks of life, tlw 
provision for the animal part of the en- 
tertained were diminished, and more so- 
licitude shown for the preparation of 
mental delicacies? A plain dinner, sea- 
soned with sense and cheerfulness, is in- 
finitely preferable to a thousand luxu- 
ries served with the languid air of fatigu- 
ed ostentation. 

Youngwomen who copy their gentili- 
ty from faulty models ate extremely apt 
to suppose that fastidiousness is a proof 
of taste; or else, that excessive laughing 
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ikn»onstrates a prodigious deal of wit, or 
a monstrous quantity of good humour. 
The first of these mistaken fashionists^ 
like Dr. Johnson's Anthea, predetermines 
to spoil every party, to meet with nothing 
rights and^ in fact^ to realize the power 
attributed to the toad» of extracting poif 
son frond every object. The gigglers 
belong to the gregarious tribe of ant* 
mals ; they generally lurk in holes and 
corners, to theTast snftoyancc of si! ftw> 
lorn-looking people, who, however wor- 
thy or intelligent, must not hope to es- 
cape the denomination of quizzes, and 
consequently become lawful'prey. Ha- 
ving never been informed that real wit 
or innocent vivacity is even suspecie^ 
of exciting this local merriment, I sup- 
pose those naturalists may be right who 
maintain, that as the female glow-worm 
possesses the qualfty of shining, in or- 
der to point out her retreat to her 
winged mate, so these earth-bora 
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nymphs, possessing no inherent bright- 
ness, have the aet'ect supplied by a sort 
of sympathetic laughter; for it is ob- 
served, that the appearance of a beau 
increases the convulsion even to appa- 
rejit agony. I might apply severer terms 
to the affectedly discontented, or the af- 
fectedly gay ; but probably my admoni- 
tion will have greater weight when 1 sim- 
ply teil them that their manners are un- 
genleel. Would they but let " nature 
be theirgoddess,'' their distresses would 
interest, and their hilarity would please; 
we should not then be disgusted by a 
capricious adoption of fashionable words 
or tonish phrases; nor should we sec 
muscular contractions and hideous ges- 
tures assumed, under the lamentable 
idea that they constitute beauty and 
elegance. 

Nothing shows propriety of judgment 
more than estimating the opinion of the 
world at its true value. Young people 
C4 



32 

are extremely apt to err in this particu- 
lar^ either by despising what others sa/ 
of them, or by making too great sa- 
crifices to obtain applause. Another 
error is in their calling ^heir own ** little 
set the world." Many a young woman 
has been irretrievably confinned in her 
faults by the flattery of her own ac- 
quaintance, who have taught her to con- 
sider the reproofs of her true friends as 
the censure of spiteful, ill-natured, nai> 
row-minded tabbies. To this cause we 
must ascribe the diffusive imitation of 
fashionable awkwardnesses, and that con«- 

* 

iident style of assertion which so distin* 
guishes the vulgar girls of the present 
time. It shows pride and yet poverty of 
judgement, engendered by local and cir- 
cumscribed observation, and fostered by 
the opinion of congregated triflers, whom 
the habits of this age allow to prate in 
full assembly, instead of stitching their 
samplers at home, as the manners of past 
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times compelled their grandmothers to 

do. If folly be indeed the predominant 
feature of the human race, wc must la- 
ment the relaxation of that discipline 
which gave it, by restraint, the exterior 
of wisdotn. It is not true, however, 
that the majority of women are inca- 
pable of thinking right; it is because 
the leading principles of modern educa- 
tion do not put their ideas into a right 
train for profitable reflection. The opi- 
nion of the world, or rather that of con- ■ 
noisseurs, is courted on the score of ac- 
complishments ; why not, then, aim to 
acquire the approbation of sound judges 
in manners and morals ? Propriety and 
elegance are determinable by laws as 
unalterable as those of the Persians, how- 
ever they may be supposed to be sub- 
ject to the light decrees of fashion, by 
those who confound essentials with ap- 
pendages. A bold stare, a masculine 
Bwing, a projected chin, and curvated 
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shoulders, cannot present the outline or 
the movements of Grecian grace and 
symmetry. A few dear laves may pro* 
flounce ikit sweet creature quite captU 
rating, and the very essence of the pre- 
sent mode ; but genuine taste will join 
with the aunts and grandmothers of the 
party, in protesting against all distor- 
tions of the human figure, under the 
false notion of improvement. I question 
whether her interdict against the stiff 
bridle, and swimming step, of former 
times, was pr^ulgated with half such 
severity. 

But affectation is only one of the me* 
thods by which self-conceit displays its 
conscious importance. Egotism belongs 
to the same error of undue self-prefe« 
rence ; it is iK)t indeed quite so dog- 
matical as pertinacity, nor so disgusting 
as distortion ; but we cannot admire the 
monotonous bell of the pack-horse, 
although it do opt harass us like the 
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grating of a grindstone, or deafen us 
with the thunder of a fiiJling mill. No- 
thing upon earth is so dull and tiresome 
as long histories about our own petty 
perplexities ; narratives that possess 
neither interest, humour, nor instruc- 
tion; especially when interlarded (as is 
generally the case) with a plentiful quan- 
tum of self-praise. We need not, how- 
ever, absolutely banish self from con- 
versation, though it must be prohibited 
from assuming the port of a heroine, 
either on account of uncommon merit 
or singular disasters. I once knew aa 
instance, in which egotism was made 
So infinitely i^reeable, that the listeners. 
were never weary of its narratives ; but 
then it was introduced to correct its 
own foibles, somewhat in the disguise 
of a jack-pudding, *nd it recounted, 
not wonders, but mockeries. This would^ 
however, be a dangerous expedient to 
all who had not sufficient strength and 
c 6 
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dignity of character to clieck merriment 
before it approached the confines of 
contempt. This was eminently the case 
with the Lady that I allude to; at 
whom the most impertinent witling 
could not laugh one moment longer 
than she condescended ta fiddle for bis 
amusement. She possessed the art of 
showing us, in all her ludicrous narra- 
tives of her own dilemmas, that the ri- 
dicule attached to the whimsical situa- 
tion in which she was placed, and not 
to her own inherent folly. When hu- 
mour can be thus managed,, it assumes, 
that shape of harmless playfulness^. 
which is the most exhilarating cordial of 
the souL 

Ifevef,. then, we happen to be seized 
with an invincible desire of talking of 
ourselves in company, let us be sure ta 
render the theme very agreeable. This. 
cannot be done by putting on our best 
array, by paint or by patches. No ere- 
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dit will be given us for the witty tliinga 
' which we protest we said or did on such 
an occaiion j the tale " smells of the 
lamp;" and our injudiciouaness in re- 
peating former triumphs destroys our 
credibility. A really clever woman has 
no occasion to employ the past tense in 
suing for her credentials of intelligence. 
Dp we not, by so doing, expose our- 
selves to the retort which Esop tells us 
silenced the lying traveller, who boasted 
of his agility in Rhodes, by the compa- 
ny begging him to consider the pre- 
sent occasion as a proper scene for 
an original exhibition of talent? 

Conversation resembles, in many par- 
ticulars, a game of chance. The best 
players are those who, still keeping in 
view the established rules, adapt them- 
selves to accidental variations with skill 
and adroitness. Whoever engages in it 
with a stedfast resolution of making par- 
ticular strokesj or ties himself down by 
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a preconcerted manner, will be sure to 
lose ; and he who resolves to keep the 
game in his own hands plays unfairly. 
•* A civil guest," says the old poet, 
•* will neither .talk all nor eat all the 
feast." When we talk, let us consider 
rather what will he requisite for os to 
say, than^ what we shall be gratified 
in saying. After keeping the ball in our 
hand a due time, let us resign it to an- 
other player, and only occasionally catch 
it in its rebound. But let us, in that 
case, beware of >arresting it by too 
h^d a blow. Petty contradictions arc 
not the spur, but the quietus, of a* 
greeable conversation. They proceed 
from a habi^ forrned in early life, to 
which parents in the middle ranks of 
society arc never sufficiently attentive. 
If half the pains that are takea in 
teaching young women accomplish- 
sients were bestowed on the rcguia- 
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tlon of their tempers, and the improve- 
ment of their manners, our social plea- 
sures would receive most valuable im- 
provements. It is to be lamented, that 
this most teasing habit often distin- 
guishes very worthy people, who adopt 
it from a mistaken regard to truth and 
sincerity. As these are especially apt 
to suppose that a domestic party re- 
leases every body from all restraints, 
they frequently contrive to convert a 
family meeting into a battle royal ; some- 
what resembling the contest of a brood 
of turkey pouts, in which every one 
gets pecked, and none discover for what 
reason. The most miserable fate, how- 
ever, awaits a stranger, who, supposing 
this engagement to proceed from secret 
enmity, unfortunately interferes to re- 
store peace, and docs not, till after he 
has received the rebuffs of evert/ com- 
batant, discover that they were all the 
while cackling in perfect frientiship. 
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This humour generally breaks out in 
the midst of some narrative, in which 
the repeater is interrupted with some- 
thing quite as unessential as Miss Ca- 
rolina Wilhelmina Amelia Skegg's elu- 
cidations of Lady Blarney*s crim. con. 
story, in the Vicar of Wakefield; and 
as both parties instantly quit the main 
point, to ascertain the verity of the ap- 
pendage, all the spirit of the tale (if it 
ever had any) instantly evaporates, and 
leaves the combatants to fight over a 
dead body, like the heroic Greeks and 
magnanimous Trojans. A love of de*- 
tailing wonders (another lamentable 
fault in conversation) is extremely apt 
to rouse this contradictious spirit, which 
really is a sort of wildfire very liable to 
agitation, irresistible in its progress, and 
incapable of extinction until it has 
consumed all the fuel within its reach. 
It is not always harmless, unless it 
is ^ kindled among the weeds which 



overrun a rich but neglected soil. "We 
may deduce family dissensions, breach 
of friendship, nay irreconcilable enmi- 
ty, from this source, much oftener 
than we can ascribe these lamentable 
consequences to any great violations of 
the principles of morality. 

Whenever, therefore, we feelincHned 
to deny what has just been advanced, 
let us previously reflect whether our 
motive for interference be such as will 
^stify that interruption of general har- 
mony which contradiction always en- 
dangers. Is the misrepresentation gross, 
is the mistake at once palpable and im- 
portant ? If so, a duty paramount to 
the laws of good-breeding compels us ac- 
tively to support the cause of truth j 
but (even then) we should still recol- 
lect, that no cause is well supported 
vithout moderation and urbanity. 
There is no occasion for the loud 
scream of reprobation j a hint is more 
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forcible, if not to the offender, at 
least to the bystander. If the cul- 
prit refuses to receive this admoni- 
tion, and even maintains her own opinion 
or statement with pertinacity, it will be 
more advisable to decline the contest, 
than to enter on, what is quite inimical 
to the nature of social converse, a long 
angry argument. Discussions of im« ' 
portant points may sometimes be pur* 
sued in company with improvement 
or pleasure ; but then the weapons of 
controversy must be wielded by masters 
of the science, who possess real command 
of temper as well as information, who 
can gracefully submit to defeat^ and 
who scorn to pursue a xnctory af* 
ter it has been acknowledged. Such ta» 
lents are too seldom found in uni- 
son, to induce me to rescind my affir- 
mation, that contradiction and argument 
arc the pests of conversation; and unfor- 
tunately the more insignificant the occa- 



sion, the more irritating are the conse- 
quences. 

Giving unpleasant answers has been 
already alluded to : bitter irony is another 
solecism of the rules of politeness. To 
say what you arc certain will give unne- 
cessary pain, is not only a breach in man- 
ners but in morals. If Wit be restrain- 
ed by the fundamental laws of licr own 
empire from lacerating by her keenness, 
Biiali the usurper Dulness be allo-v'cd 16 
use her mallet, to do what the bright 
daughter of Fancy renounces her legiti- 
macy by attempting ! Rude sarcasms 
might always be corrected by the com- 
pany before whom the offence is com- 
mitted. If there were no thaiightless 
laughers, there would be no offensive 
jesters. The leaven of vanity operates 
in this instance, a^ it does in most 
of our petty faults. Solicitous of dis- 
tinction, yet ignorant of worthy means 
to procure it, the spjenetic (^ullard 
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resolves to be celebrated, though it bt 
only as the destroyer of that comfort 
ivhich he cannot promote. Banishment 
to Coventry would beadeservedandsalo- 
tary punishjnent j nothing can sooner re- 
claim malignity than to sho\v it its own 
insignificance, But, to undertake the ex- 
ecution of this sentence, requires more 
hardihood than generally accords with the 
female character. 

An adept in the practice of christian 
candour knows that we must invariably 
conform to the precept of ** thinking no 
evil.'* Among the minute but highly 
important ramifications of this extensive 
duty, we may rank all unpleasant con- 
structions of the words of our asso- 
ciates; and, when they really will bear 
no other interpretation, endeavouring 
to show the speaker that we arc desirous 
of understanding them in a favourable 
light. A good-humoured answer to 
a splenetic remark constitutes those 
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*• soft words" which Solomon com- 
tnends; and there are few tempers so 
truly diabolical but will yield, if not to 
the suavity, at least to the address of 
gentle management; I except passionate 
people, who, if they are generous (the 
usual concomitantof warmth), arealways 
soonest vanquished, by showing them 
Litiiat the darts they throw about at ran- 
tmdom make painful wounds. 

The precept of *' in honour preferring 

one another," will teach us a habit ex- 

tremely gratifying to all with whom 

bwe associate: [ mean that of appear- 

^jng interested in their affairs. This 

species of attention is especially due to 

those who are in affliction or perplexity. 

"We cannot expect that people who are 

I, so circumstanced can enter into the 

I' ordinary style of conversation with ease 

'and cheerfulness; and, it is probable,. 

I we have no other way of softening their 

•. calamities than by taking an interest 
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in their aflfairs. What, shall we ask, is so 
grateful as pitys — vvbat so soothing as 
sympathetic attention? The veriest 
wretch that ever languished in calamity 
would turn his woe-worn face to catch 
the accents of commiseration. Con« 
solation is certainly a most difficult office ; 
we never can discharge it well, if we do 
not undertake it rather with a heart dis- 
posed to perform it as a duty, than with 
a mind prepared to enter upon it as a 
field wherein we may display our powers* 
The great evil that persecutes conversa- 
tion, intrudes also into this part of social 
intercourse; I mean vanity> Though 
nothing is so galling to the excoriated 
•heart as reproof, most comforters are apt 
to consider censure as the grand specific 
for woe. " Miserable comforters are ye 
all/' said Job to the declaimers who 
crowded round him to tell him that 
his sins deserved chastisenient. The 
sons and daughters of affliction oftener 
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find relief from setf-exertion than from 
the trite argumeiits,or rousing stimulants, 
which are so injudiciously applied by 
those who yet pique tlicmselves on a 
diligent attendance on the house of 
mourning Among the requisites pro- 
per to enable us to discharge this duty 
as we ought, dii>cretion and tenderness 
hold the preeminence. The festering 
ulcers ot the wounded spirit should be 
cleansed with a light hand and feeling 
heart. Allow much for the petulance 
of afSiction; do not assume the severe 
censor, and scrutinize every wayward 
expressioiij you will be oftener required 
.to listen than to speak. Be patiently 
fvattentive to the tale of misery till the 
first pangs of grief subside, and ex- 
hausted feeling wears a momentary resem- 
blance to apathy; you nay then apply 
yourself to extract the thorn with some 
prospect of success. Gradually introduce 
other 5ubject&> at first, such only will in- 
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terest as are analogous to the situation 
of the sufferer. If you conceive that 
the mind bends so much as to mistake 
murmuring for sensibility, in your con- 
versation dwell on the virtue of fortitude, 
or rather recommend christian resigna* 
tion. You may do this incidently» by 
introducing such examples as lady 
Rachel Russel, or miss Bowdler. The 
one showed that it was possible for the 
hopes of immortality to vanquish the 
acute senSe of the most severe, uncom* 
mon, and repeated deprivations; while 
the other proved its capacity of triumph- 
ing over the most extreme tortures of 
bodily anguish. In both instances, the 
christian principle had to contend with 
great natural sensibility. 

Advice is a duty analogous to consola-* 
tion, and requires as much delicacy in the 
administering it, to render it beneficial; 
but as the right of giving it is circum- 
scribed within narrow bounds, we will 
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feere only enter a protest against those 
very busy people, who are troubled with 
such an overflow of wisdom, that they 
are always giving lectures on propriety, 
and correcting every thing which they 
suspect to be an error. Unless we are 
sanctioned by the ties of affinity, in- 
timate friendship, or that accident:i! su- 
periority which the dependant situation 
of the advised creates, we should seldom 
■venture on the invidious task of a 
CQunseilor, unless by gentle hints or si- 
lent intimations of dissent; which du- 
ties we shall be required to perform as 
often as the interests of truth ormorality 
are called in question. But it some- 
times happens, that comparative stran- 
gers will ask our opinions on their con- 
duct; this, however, is rarely done, ex- 
cept when they have made up their minds 
upon the subject, and wish to strengthen 
their resolution by these unfairly collect- 
ed suffrages. On such an occasion, it is 
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wrong to sacrifice our integrity to insidi- 
ous vanity. Silence is the wisest modej 
but if we must speak, our opinion 
should be ingenuous, only couched in 
respectful language. 

I have not yet touched upon the 
principal fault of conversation : I me^in 
slander. When it proceeds from ma- 
liciousness, or when it is embellished 
with falsehood, it belongs to a species 
of vices" that exceed the jurisdiction 
of minor morals. There is, however, 
a description of detraction known by the 
name of gossipping, which is the general 
pest of all rural associations, and seems 
quite an equivalent for that immoderate 
love of pleasure which contaminates 
a town life. What, may we ask, is 
that perverted industry which is ever 
busied in the minute concerns of our 
neighbour, but restless indolence? Too 
dissipated to be quiet, too weak to be 
?^if-amusedj we rustics are compelled to 
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go out of ourselves in search of some 
pungent stimulant to drug the vapid 
cup of life. The misadventures of all 
around them are an exquisite treat to 
spirits of this cast ; their vita! stream 
jwould inevitably stagnate, did it not 
receive some impetus from a faiix-pas 
or an elopement. Had I a mind to 
jingle upon words, I could say that 
they would be ruined without bankrupt- 
cies, and miserable mthoMt misfortunes ; 
•a typhus in your family cures them of 
a nervous intermittent, and a breach in 
your domestic felicity creates amuse- 
ment for haif your acquaintance. In 
tlie gloomy month of November, when 
■most people are shut up in their own cas- 
tles, or during any extraordinary stagna- 
tioo of news, what is to become rf the 
unfortunate beings who subsist v.p'in re- 
port ? Sooner than be quite finished, 
they must provide themselves -.vith so:ne 
improper aliment ; and when they caa 
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no longer see what their neighbours are 
doing, they may surmise what they say 
or think; and it is possible, through 
Mrs. Nokes, aided by the discoveries of 
Miss Styles, strengthened by the hints 
of Mr. Richard Roe, confirmed by a 
plentiful share of Abigail testimony, 
we may find out that they have been 
talking about us while fitting round 
their sullen sea-^coal fire. How glo- 
riously does our indignation rise at thi^ 
discovery ! In the language of Vapid, 
in the Dramatist, ** Here's a field! 
here's a situation! what an opening! 
talk about us? — Infamous.'* Memo- 
randum: Is it not extraordinary, that 
conscience never tells us that our grand 
resource during this dreary season has 
been talking about them ? But the con- 
science of a thorough paced gossip is not 
the most just embiem of susceptibility. 
Selfishness is certainly the motive for 
encouraging this busy tattling humour i 
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yet if we consulted our own true in- 
terests, we should scarcely find a com- 
panion more inimical to peace than this 
general inquisitiveness, and restless in- 
trusion into the thoughts and affairs of 
our neighbours. In vain shall we hope 
to quench our appetite for this indul- 
gence, when we once allow it to intrude 
upon our mind; it is irresistible; and 
there is no alternative between extermi- 
nating the inclination and enduring the 
thirst of Tantalus. At first, it intro- 
duces itself under the habit of playful- 
ness, and attempts no more than a harm- 
less laughat the foibleswhichit discovers; 
but unless we possess great good-temper, 
. and live in a soil remarkably fertile in ri- 
diculous solecisms, increase of appetite 
soon impels us to asperity; or, possibly, 
some remark on Mrs. Heaviside's Arca- 
, dian drapery is so very good, that we 
, cannot keep it within due bounds ; and 
' thus being circulated beyond our own 
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immediate sphere^ it reaches the ears of 
the lady herself, who, in a spirit of vin- 
dictive sarcasm, returns the retort un- 
courteous upon our wig. When affairs 
arrive at this state, nothing is wanting 
but a go-between (of which commodity 
there is always plenty in every gossiping 
neighbourhood,) to blow up these em- 
bers into a tremendou3 blaze. It is 
singular, that people often declaim 
against the petty causes which set em- 
pires at variance, without having the 
candour to recollect, that it is trivial 
events operating on the same stormy 
passions of individuals, which produce 
?A\ the hatred and ill-will that disturb 
the serenity of private life. 

The opposite offence to censorious- 
ness is flattery. The lower we descend 
for our examples of this vice, the 
more disgusting is its appearance. The 
smooth courtliness of polished manners 
leads people of rank to overdrug the po- 
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tion of civility ; but it is by graceful at- 
tentions, and elegant allusions, that 
they Kcommend the charmed cup to 
your fascinated taste. When the mix- 
ture is prepared less scientifically, the 
'* soft insinuating oil" is apt to be too 
apparently swimming on the surface; 
inferior cooks are still more inclined to 
*' make the gruel thick and slab," till, 
in the hands of your chamber maid, it 
becomes such a hodge podge as would 
nauseate any but the craving appetite 
of insatiable vanity. Is it not slrange, 
that flattery in its grossest state proves 
palatable even to the refined taite of 
superior intelligence? The Muse re- 
cords this foible of one of her favourite 
•ODS*: 

"Of praisea m«re glutton, he 6W3lIo\¥'d wliiit 
came, 
i i** And thepuffofadunre he mistook it for fame; 
" Till his relish grown callous altjioBt to disease, 
" Wlio pepper'd llie highest was surest to please." 
• Garrick. Sec Goldsmith's poem of Retaliation, 
V 4 
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It still sometimes happens^ that a 
young woman, disgusted with the pre- 
dominant mode of behaviour, and wish- 
ing to be thought very civil, turns parasite^ 
or at least never attains independence of 
character. This betrays a lamentable 
want of dignity of mind ; but the error 
is generally confined to the unhappy de- 
partment of humble cousins, and may 
therefore rather be styled a misfortune 
than a vice. The general fault of the 
present times is inattention, and not ex^ 
cess of civility. The modern belle not 
only has an opinion, but takes care to 
maintain it at the expence of the com- 
forts of others. 

This leads me to speak of accommo- 
dation, a duty which certainly holds a 
chief rank among the claims of society, 
and which, as 1 have mingled the sub- 
jects of conversation and good neigh- 
bourhood, it is proper that we should 
here discuss. The course of human af* 
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fairs, or rather our relative situation, and 
the intervention of other duties, so timit 
the active exertions of benevolence, that 
many cannot, except in wish and pur- 
pose, feed the hungry, clothe t!ie naked, 
and relieve the oppressed. Is benevo- 
lence then to languish like a smothered 
fire ? No ; she will shed her cherishing 
warmth over all the common offices of 
lifej she will comfort the feeble minded, 
support the weak, and restrain the pre- 
sumptuous; or (to adapt her duties to our 
present theme) she will, by banishing 
all immoderate desire of self-enjoyment, 
direct her attention to the comforts, con- 
veniencies, inclinations, and claims of 
others. She will restrain those appetites 
which interfere with what she conceives 
to be a primary consideration j and, 
viewing herself as she really is, but as 
one little emmet in a- mole-hill, she will 
see that it is desirable, that the welfare of 
many should be preferred to her caprices. 
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and not that her whims should subju- 
gate the well-being of others. She will 
not only " love a sister's praise, or hear 
with unwounded ear sighs for a daugh- 
ter/' but she will never attempt to spoil 
a ball to which she has not been invited, 
nor send excuses to an old friend if 
she can spend a more pleasant evening. 
tn her engagements, she will consider 
'what is right and proper j in her man- 
ner of spending her time, what is 
useful and necessary; and — suffer me 
to suggest an observation of high con- 
cernment to those who walk in the dis- 
tinguished paths of life, — she will in- 
quire how, by a proper arrangement of 
thdse actions which are to herself ?wi- 
materiaU she can promote the' com-- 
fort and convenience of those who de- 
pend upon her will for their enjoyment* 
Her expences will be regulated by 
similar motives ; self will not be the 

Aaron's serpent to swallow up -every 

1 
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other item j charity and liberality will 
put in their claims at the first division, 
and not wait (as they are often com- 
pelled to do) to pick up the casual 
crumbs of extravagance. If all other 
means of showing her regard to her 
fellow-creatures are withheld, she will 
at least regulate her speech by proper 
maxims j she wilt give to every one 
their due importance; and, by inge- 
nuously aiming at performing her own 
duty, she will acquire that eminence 
for which ostentation wearies itself ia 
vain. 

It may seem extraordinary, to a mind 
deeply impressed with the majesty and 
immensity of the Almighty, that in the 
revelation which he has made to man- 
kind, his holy Spirit should have conde- 
■ Bcended to dictate rules applicable to the 
ordinary habits and offices of society; 
or, in other words, that the Gcipel 
' should regulate maimers. Yet most un- 
D 6 
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questionably this is the case ; and who* 
ever fully imbibes the spirit of our 
religion, acquires the principles on 
which true politeness is founded. I 
mean, humility and benevolence. But 
to descend from general observation ; 
where shall we find precepts more fit- 
ted to promote domestic happiness, 
and social enjoyment, than the follow- 
ing comprehensive rules ? '^ Blessed are 
" the Peacemakers; fqr they shall be 
** called the children of God. Be kind- 
** ly affect ioned one to another, inho- 
" nour preferring one another. Re- 
'* compence to no man evil for evil. 
"If it be possible, as much as lieth 
" in you, live peaceably with all men. 
*' When thou art bidden to a feast, sit 
" not down in the highest room, lest a 
** more honourable man than thou be 
** bidden, and he that bade thee and him 
•* come and say unto thee, * Give thismaa 
** place i' and thou begin with shame ta 
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'* take the lowest room. But when 
" thou art bidden, go and sit down in 
" the lowest room, that when ite that 
*' bade thee coineth, he may say unto 
*' thee, ' Friend, go up higherj' then 
*' shalt thou have worship in the pre- 
" sence of them that sit at meat with 
" thee. For whoever exalteth himself 
** shall be abased, and he that humbletli 
*' himself shall be exalted. Be of the 
*' same mind one toward another; mind 
■" not high things, condescend to men 
"of low estate; let love be without 
*' dissimulation ; be pitiful (that is, 
*' tender or compassionate), be courte- 
*' ous. Be not wise in your own con- 
" ceits. Judge not one another. Be 
" not slothful in business j provide 
" things honest in the sight o£ ail men. 
** Use hospitality without grudging. 
«' He that will not work neither let 
** him eat. I-et your conversation be 
V withgut covetousness. Be content 
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•* With such things as ye have."— If to 
this brief system of social duty we add 
the numerous reprehensions of idlers, 
x)f tattling wandering busy-bodies, and 
negligent parents who do not provide 
for their own house, we shall discover 
a compendium of morals which, if 
strictly obeyed, would render every 
private society the seat of happiness 
and delight. For though this world, 
in its physical constitution, exhibits so 
many marks of ruined magnificence, 
and punitory inflictions, as justify the 
verity of sacred testimony, and prove 
it to have participated in the chastise-^ 
ments of its offending master, it is 
not the inclemency of the seasons, 
the disappointments of fortune, ex- 
ternal calamity, nor even disease and 
death, that make our existence bur- 
thensome ; but it is irregular humours, 
inordinate desires, and criminal pro- 
pensities, either in ourselves or in those 



with whom we arc most nearly con- 
nected, that make us turn from the cup 
of God's bounty with distaste, and view 
the fair face of nature with despair. 

Suppose a family, each individual 
of which diligently studies to do what 
they know to be right. Let all of 
them consider and appreciate the claims 
of others, before they consult their 
own inclinations ; and let them steadily 
resolve to subdue caprice, restless- 
ness, and vanity. Who is there that 
can picture to his mind the harmony, 
tranquillity, tenderness, and joy of such 
"a party, without wishing to pitch his 
tabernacle among them ? M'e will only 
require, that hopeless anguish and penu- 
■ry should be banished ; and though infir- 
mity should occasionally want our aid, 
or frugality deny us all but common 
■comforts, the bower of Acrasia, or 
'the baths of Capreje, will be esteemed 
but as the tents of " Kedar and Me- 
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secb*' to a mind capable of estimating 
and enjoying true felicity. 

We have now travelled over the 
positive duties which we owe to so- 
ciety in general; but before we enter 
on those important ties which spring 
from our sexual relations, let us call 
to mind a peculiar obligation, the 
bond of choice or habit; I mean^ 
friendship. 

Men have often disputed the capacity 
of women for this tender and amiable 
connexion ; they have ascribed to us too 
much irritability, and too /zV/fe judgment 
and consistency, to complete the cha- 
racter of a faithful and valuable friend. 
Every man who possesses a good wife, 
has it in his power to refute this sophism; 
for no wife can really be a. good one, 
without being in every sense, and every 
possible extension of the word, the 
friend of her husband. But it is argued, 
that this connexion is strengtheaed by 
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ties, and distinguished by relative obli- 
gations, that cannot subsist between 
two females; and therefore that it is 
no way analogous to the subject wc are 
now coiisidering. A wife knows that 
she must suitnii to, and cannot for- 
sake, her husband. A husband also 
knows that he must defend and provide 
for his wife, A leading and a subor- 
dinate character, bound by an indisso- 
luble bond, afford no parallel for a con- 
nexion founded on equality, and capa- 
ble of being rescinded. I acknowledge 
the latter dissimilarity ; and confess, 
that in the marriage state, the inviola- 
bility of the engagement often acts as a 
prudential restraint upon vice and folly; 
but it is an erroneous conclusion, to 
suppose that the most promising friend- 
ships are founded upon equality, The 
most beneficial engagements of this 
kind admit dissimilarity of circum- 
stances. 
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Total opposition of character is, i 
grant incompatible with affection ; but 
when a woman chooses her friend 
wisely, she will select one who may 
supply her own deficiencies either in 
age, understanding, discretion, know* 
ledge^ temper, or manners. If she 
look out for the echo of her own 
defects, she merely retains a parasite* 
It is an injudicious selection, rather than 
a want of capability for lasting attach- 
ments, that has brought female friend- 
ship into disrepute. Yet I cannot see 
that the intimacies of girls, who are 
alike votaries of the idol admiration, de- 
serve severer censure, than the grega- 
rious habits of the worshippers of Bacchus 
or Belial. Every boon companion and 
every dissipated rake possesses a dear 
friend: are these engagements better 
founded, or likely to be more stable, 
than the keen sensibilities of romantic 
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nymphs, or the violent intimacies of' 

coquets? 

But recrimination is not exculpation: 
we are always told, that supposing celi- 
bacy may afford instances of two spin- 
sters playing dally at piquet when tab- 
bies, who played at ball when girls, 
marriage is constantly the grave of female 
friendship. I am ready to admit, that 
our dependent state and circumscribed 
abilities render us less competent to 
the active duties of this obUgation 

f^an man, who possesses the power as 
iWell as the will of obeying the dictates 
ef his heart. It is most certain, that 
the authority which the husband ex- 
ercises over the actions of his wife, 
often compels her to sacrifice less con- 
secrated attachments. Sometimes the 
matrimonial tie removes her to a dis- 
tance that will not permit her to cherish 
an intimacy with her with whom she 
ilince flourished " like twin roses on one 
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stalk ;^' and still more frequently, the 
occupations and duties incident to her 
new connexion, insensibly and undesign** 
edly divert her from attending to claims 
which necessity and reason alike assure 
her are of secondary obligation. The 
interests, habits, and opinions of the 
ikmily into which she is adopted, are 
rarely congenial with those of the society 
firom which she is withdrawn. Her 
exertions to serve an old friend must 
be limited by the permission of her 
husbandy and by what she owes to 
his interests and to those of her chil- 
dren. I am urging so many circum- 
stances against the permanence of friend- 
ship in married women, that you will 
say it is more to be wondered at that 
it ever continues, than that it is often 
obliterated. Yet surely, granting this 
to be the case, men have no cause 
to reproach us with versatility, for 
yielding to the primaeval obligations of 
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our being; not should we sink in their 
estimation, for that submission to their 
humours, and dcvotedness to their in- 
terests, which are at once obligatory 
and tinavoldable. But a suspension of 
the expressions or offices of friendship, 
when it proceeds from these causes, 
does not imply an alienation of heart; 
declining a correspondence, or inter- 
rupting an intimacy, ts not relinquish- 
ing a friend. Circumstances may and 
often do arise, which admit of regather- 
ing the unravelled but not broken clue 
of love; which should never be separa- 
ted, except from discovering the base- 
ness or unseemhness of its texture. If 
the friends of our youth are so dis- 
joined from us by intervening con- 
nexions, that the y cannot cond uce 
to the comfort or convenience of 
our maturer years, they are (if intrinsi- 
cally valuable) an excellent commodity 
to lay by upon the shelf. They 
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may prove the cordial restorative of bro- 
ken spirits^ the sole enlivener of life's 
long wintery eve, when the possessions 
which prudence taught us to prefer 
have all been taken from us, and the 
solitary mind wants vigour to form new 
acquaintance, powers to create attach- 
ments, and animation to enjoy any thing 
which use has not rendered palatable^ 
or demonstrated to be salutary. ^ 

We will not, therefore, erase friend- 
ship from the catalogue of feminine 
connexions; but assign its place to 
the extremes of early and declining 
life, in which its influence may be most 
largely exerted. Not that we arc 
authorized entirely to banish it from 
that busy part of our existence which 
is generally occupied by the con- 
jugal engagement; we only suppose 
it as acting during that period irl 
a circumscribed and subordinate 
station. Since I have acknowledged 



myself to be inclined to plead against 
the justice of absolutely passive obe- 
dience in a wife, I will here put in 
a retainer' for friendship, as being a 
kind of claimant that has a right to 
lift up her voice against the absolute 
authority of a husband, I plead not 
for dangerous, indiscreet, or unsuita- 
ble attachments, I am an avowed 
enemy to exclusive intimacies and un- 
limited confidence, especially among 
married women. I bar all neglect of 
family cares, for the sake of impart- 
ing family histories to a dear correspon- 
dent; and all professions, or atten- 
tions, that can introduce the green- 
eyed monster, jealousy, into a bosom 
which, feeling its right to undivided rule, 
will neither endure a brother nor a sister 
r the throne. All these paraphernalia 

R^lf affection I renounce; and every sensi- 
ale woman, who values her own hap- 

Ei^ne&s> or her own character, will re- 
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nounce it too. But has she a discreet and 
&ithful friend, who, though she sin«^ 
cerely loves lier, is content to retain only 
this limited portion of her hiart, nay, 
who has too much principle to think that 
she oughi to possess more; does this 
friend conduct herself with obliging at- 
tention to the ruling power; does she 
avoid making court to either party 
by unworthy means; does she alike 
endeavour to avoid officiousness and 
Inattention; does she not only con* 
ceal the secrets of the family, but, I 
may say, shut her eyes upon such 
part of its private arcana as she is 
not desired to inspect, and refuse to 
know what should not be told; — such 
a friend is an inestimable treasure^ 
and we ought to feel its value. I 
hope it may be justly affirmed, that few 
men would wish to deprive their wives 
of such an associate. Should caprice^ 
however^ so cloud their judgmentSj^ I 
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conceive that every humble en treaty, every 
temperate remonstrance, which female 
eloquence can suggest, should deprecate 
the privation; to which, if hard necessity 
compels, female sensibility must with 
sloto reluctance painfully submit. 

In order to render friendship either ^ 
a permanent or a happy tie, it seems 
necessar}' that the choice should be made 
with great caution; and yet accident, 
or local situation, generally determines 
intimacies which afterwards ripen into 
sincere attachments. Moraii&ts always 
load young women with directions 
respecting the qualities that they 
should prefer in their friends; forgetting 
that this advice presupposes a ripeness 
of discernment, which is incompatible 
with the age that they address. There 
is no doubt that good sense, good tem- 
per, discretion, &c. are preferable to 
their opposite bad properties; but how is 
a young girl to discriminate between these 

yOL. III.' £ 



74 



and their counterfeits, or to disjoin tbeifi 

■ 

From the various qualities by which they 
are obscured or counteracted ? It is only 
by long observation that we can estimate 
the real disposition and valtie of our 
closset intimates. General character, es- 
pecially of very young people, is ex- 
tremely deceitful; their very limited 
sphere of action^ and the restraint im- 
posed upon their behaviour, leave ample 
room for conjecture; and as the pajrtiai 
reports of friends or the representations of 
enemies prevail, their companions believe 
them to be agreeable or horrid creatures^ 
excessively good-humoured or mon- 
ftrously reserved. 

For these and similar reasons, it has 
been doubted, whether youth be really 
the season in which this precious plant 
should be introduced into the hcajft. It 
is to be apprehended, that if it be not cul- 
tivated in early life, it will never take root. 
What we then want in discriminatioil^ we 
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possess in energy ; and though our judg- 
ments are then weak, our candour, our 
sincerity, and desire to please, are most 
strong. Besides, friendship does not 
presuppose us other than imperfect 
beings; It implies mutual errors and 
mutual wants, by the fundamental laws 
of its empire. Let two well-educated 
young women, possessing com.Tion sense, 
and having no particular bad tendency, 
nor too much enthusiasm, entertain a 
sincere affection for each other, and 
there is a great chance that it will 
mutually render them more amiable. 
The disgrace that is thrown upon early 
friendships proceeds from our confusing 
the properties of intimacy and attach- 
metii. CircumstanceB will throw young 
people in each other's way who are 
totally indifferent to, or even dislike each 
.other. What never existed cannot be an- 
nihilated. 

Though I should not think favourably 

E 3 
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of a young woman's heart, who has at* 
tained the age of puberty witheiM; clift- 
covering a peculiar attachment ta^fipfti^ 
favourijb^ cpippanionj 1 acJcnowl^Q, 
that romance and extravagance %i^i^ 
$pt to interAiingle ivlth ^he$e cjOM^ 
nexlons^ that they ^v^ aevef a^lif^y 
$afe» ijmless ^ubjeicted to the sup^rif^eya^ 
dance of more ^pi:per4encod -^e^s^ ^i^ip 

m 

mil endeavour to repr^fijs eBt|iii«i^SiEp^>9(ni^ 
to correct folly. As^ a fiMi^^^mcatp^ wi^ 
it may -be ppei3;iise4 tiiiait iiQgoe^gifl 
will form ^ frienddiip whi?Jii \s (iisupr 
proved by tlie seniprs of botl? h<^ysd^5 
nor will she permit thie i-atefc<Hir3€| erf 
ev:en a sanctioned attach<9ient to aj^s-unoe 
^ clMi^osU^ie d&^tU The endeg^iag ^n^ 
impn^vi^ bond ne^er 6g triply ex^ii^s 
.11$ origi^iat purpose,. ^ vit^hen a i^otJ^^so 
fardisiarms herself of r^^t^r^t and seve* 
pty 2i^ to become tbecbo$eii<:9inp€^ too. 
of her daughters, who on tH^i? :pwt 
#rg«gi^fi 'oJ?<edi^#^6 by tpfi fid^we and 
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CTfa^; A welf-cfisposed in»enuoiJs 
^rf, conversingVith an intelligent mo- 
tJrer, possesses all the advilntages of 
indisputable sincsrity and tenderness. 
Here there 13 no danger (hat crust will 
be too imf^fcrf, or that affbction will, 
become too passionate. Ritafship can- 
flot exist in these circumstances; advice 
ill never be invidious; and chough re- 
flroof may sometimes mistake its o[)]ect> 
it must always design the good of the 
li^Vtsed. A judicious friend, in whom 
fccre is a similar disparity of years, may 
hi some cases act -as a substitute for a 
maternal adviser, 

"• ' Buc as sametress of character is the Fe- 
fttik of confined intercourscj and as we 
rf* not wish tCT See the " sear and yeWoW 
ifcaf*' predomirtate among the tender ter- 
8ure of spring, it ts desirable that ynung 
fromen should have connexions of their 
^n age. Every judicious mother will 
■gM-tainl/ aim at securing the confidence of 
E J 
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her dayghter^ and acting as her cou^selr 
lor and guide, if not as her preferied. 
companion. By this happy influence, 
she may hope to save her from one^of 
the greatest mi&fortunes that can befal 
young spinsters^ I mean, an indiscreet 
friend. I am not merely alluding to 
the difficulties in which such a character 
will involve them, or the disgrace to 
which they may be exposed by her levity 
— for a good understanding and gpod 
behaviour would in time obliterate or 
prevent these bad conKquences-^but I 
speak of the irremediable warp that she 
may communicate to their dispositions} 
and this even by what, if separately con- 
sideredj are valuable properties^ for she 
may confirm all their bad inclinations, 
and foster all their ill-humours, even 
by her sincerity and afFectioU. That our 
friend is our other self, is religiously be-» 
liey^d by all juvenile associates j and by 
i( ousappHcation of this rule the hatreds^ 
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disgusts, prejudices, and particularitias 
of Uicir very dear friends become their 
oxon i not to be corrected and subdued, 
but cherished and vindicated Tiiia 
violent adhesion to each other is seen in 
full forte in boarding schools; where 
every girl has her enemy and her parti- 
san ; nnd right and wrong, truth and 
falsehood, are considered more as they 
affect " dear souls" and " odious crea- 
tures," than on account of their inherent 
properties. But this deifying and ana- 
thematizing spirit is not confined to fif- 
teen; too many women are apt to con- 
found the duties of friend and parasite, 
and even to suppose that peculi;irity of 
attachment is somehow inconsistent with 
universal good-will, or else that strong 
affection never subsists but when it 
is founded on imaginary perfection. 
Surely, since the faults of our dear con- 
nexions give us most pain, our perception 
of them must be most acute, and our de- 
K 4 
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sire.fo cotinteract or eradicate thcW 
most lively. Reproof and advice ard 
the most sacred and the most frequent 
duties of friendship. Happy the wo- 
man who finds her dearest associate ca- 
pable of tempering the healthful draught 
of admonition with kindness and deli- 
cacy ; but more happy is she who has 
sufficient greatness of soul (which is sy- 
nonymous with true humility) to. accept 
it in its most unsavoury form, even if it 
should be presented by the invidious 
Tiand of ill-will or envy. To convert the 
unkind offices of malevolence into our 
own moral improvement, is the surest 
way of bringing good out of evil, and 
assisting to make " the wrath of mar> 
•* work the righteousness of God.'* 

But to return to tho5e doughty cham- 
pions who think even the errors of a 
friend too sacred to be censured; let us 
ask them, if they really serve the god- 
desses of their idolatry by entering inf-O 
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their enmities, Mattering ihoir fb'ible% 
or forwarding their unworthy designsL 
It is a proof of afFection» as well as of 
good sense and integrity, to refuse ail 
such participation of mteresta with 
the utmost steadiness. We must, how- 
ever, be careful to let our disjunction ift 
these particulars appear like inflexlb^ 
rectitude, not alienating indiiFerence. 
if we cannot convince ou^r friend of her 

<Frors, it is our duty to try to conceal 

•them from others : I mean, if they are 
not notorious cither in publicity or 
enormity : for truth possesses pre-emi- 
nent claimsj and if our friend's garment 
be visibly bespattered with foul mis- 

vdeeds, we must not endeavour to con- 
ceal them, at the iiazard of staining the 

Ipurity of our own. In the case of gross 
offences, those whom we cannot reclaim 
wc must abandon. In other instances, 
i«hcn we meet with less debasingcont^mi- 
flalionsj we may find affection insensibly 
^ 5 
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jdknioished by those errors which anm^ 
hrlate esteem. Id all circusistanGes, if 
we perceive our own integrity or dila- 
tion to be endangered^ sepacalion is ad- 
visable. This b only acknowledging 
•that our judgement has been fallible;, 
but to preserve an unworthy connexioo^ 
alike exposes our character, our prii>- 
ciples, and our repose.. 

Let not, however, versality of Inclina- 
tion claima privilege which can only beaf- 
forded tathe Ijiigher claims of moral seen- 
fity. There is nothing so disgraceful as 
inconstancy ;. and an old friend, indepenr 
dent of the tics of gratitude and recipro- 
cal obligation, may always claim this ad* 
vantage over a new one, that you know 
both her excellencies and her faults ; and 
what is known, may always be guarded 
against or depended upon. If you are in 
, search of a faultless human being, you ape 
encaged in a hopeless labour. Do you 
possess the great requisites of sincerity i. 



affection, and discretion, in your old ' 
friend ; never change these staple com- 
modities for the comparative gew-gaws 
of insinuating address, easy manners, , 
nor even for an enlarged capacity of serv- 
ing or pleasing you. Above all beware 
of sacrificing truth to the courtliness of 
a sycophant, or the subservience of a ; 
parasite. , A woman of the world may 
afford you, an agreeable evening, a flat- 
terer may .send, you home in good hu- 
mour; but a friend will act for you in 
all seasons and in all humours, and you-: 
win find her most useful in the storm ofv 
passion or'.the night of adversity. , 

l.have used the word friend in thejsin-* - 
gular number ; butas I by no means sub- . 
scribe to the apophthegm of Gay, " that . 
fcJendshlpis but a name, unless stinted to . 
one," I here acknowledge that friendship , 
is not monarchicalm its constitution, like / 
love ; and therefore it ha.s no right to be - 

CJ to tlie inroads oi jealous tf, who , 
s 6 



84 

can httrt tK) j^r^t pretence to cruievtacft 
to erect k iivto a dcspo^c empire. It 
does not, moreover^ admit of that mwii- 
roefou* divisibility, 'Which modern Ian-* 
gu^vge 9c«*>€tio«S', by transposing tl>e 
Barnes of friends and gcnecral ftcqualot*^ 
ance. I» the largest sense of the word, 
we may ezli those friends in- whose wel- 
fare we feel a lively interest, and whc^ 
we are persuaded, bear u^ a degree of 
regard which exceeds ihe bounds «f 
general good-will. These seenfi lo be 
probationary candidates for the more cir- 
cumscribed meaning of the word, or to 
require nothing but local circum«tances 
to be promoted to the honours of confi- 
dence and close intimacy. A discreet wo- 
man will not admit a numerous herd into 
thesesacred prec'mcts, especially intothose 
of confidence. When we reveal our se- 
orcret wishes, unbosomour pri vateafFairs, 
disclose our most undisguised thoughts, 
we pijt ourselves iato the power of those 



to whom we make these discoverias. 
This is oftener a proof of imbecility of 
mind than reality of attaclimeii't, and is 
seldom productive of any real advantage. 
At least, it should be reserved as the 
lasi pSedge which full securiii/ vntrusfs 
to- M'ed regard; I need not add, that 
it should be the most sacred. Apparent 
amiability has no pretence to require it ; 
for it re due to principle, and not to 
maimers. Tlrose who aitempt to begin 
a connexion by what they call the un- 
restrained intercourse of hearts, en- 
deavour to erect an inverted pyramid, 
which must therefore inevitably fall. 

Every moral precept, and every rule 
of good manners, is applicable to friend- 
ship; except that, as it sanctions greater 
freedom of behaviour, it also rct]uires 
greater forbearance, than is necessary in 
general intercourse. 1 was once very 
rich in this treasure, and I could with 
pleasure dilate on this theme, which is 
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interwoven with all the happiest scenes 
of my life ^, but as a more copious de- 
scription of the advantages that I pos- 
sessed from having intelligent, zealous, 
and pleasant friends in early Ufe, covld . 
neither amuse nor instr ucjt my readers, 
I will tear myself from a topic, which 
may lead to refractory regrets,, I'^pugr 
nant to the decrees of Him *^ wbo^ves 
and takes away.'* Let me .gather.' turn 
my eyes , on the p^osp^ti . which stiU 
open. on. me r and your agreeable iniage 
reminds me that you haye. aUQwed mip 
tp caU myself. 

Ypur truly affectionate fricndv. 
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LETTER Xn. 

On Celibaci/, Love, and Marriage. 

MY DEAR MISS M ., 



The extensive prospect that lately lay 
before us begins to contract into a narrow 
cotnpass. A few relative duties and en- 
gagements are all- that we have to consider 
before we enter upon the closing scene. 
Previous to our discussing the topic 
cf love and marriage, it may be ne- 
cessary to inquire which is the most 
eligible for women, the single or tlie 
married state. The answer appears ex- 
tremely obvious :. certainlj', the coht 
dition which the Aloiigbty created us 
to occupy must be most conducive 
to our general happiness; that is to say, 
tjdefining happiness as it always shouki 
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be interpreted, to signify the peace of 
conscience vwJiich results from well-doing. 
The corrupted inclinations and luxurious 
habits of mankind have, however> in- 
troduced such disorder alrtd mufat)ility 
into the universe, that we may be 
allowed to produce the confessedly un- 
inspired determination of an apostle^ 
in opposptiion ta tkc generair law of 
nature, and to acknowfaadge thai a 
greater share of cam, perplexity, p^Q, 
an<t sorrow, belongs ta the RYatraB than 
to the spinster: oup inquiries must, 
therefore, be extended fiwther, or our con- 
elusions will be contra^Jictory. Do tlve 
general laws of the Creator point at unt- 
Tersal or individulal happiness ? Are not 
troubles and afBictions medicinal in this 
probationary state, as the purifiers of 
error aod the nourisfcers of christian 
griaces ? Should we, therefore, estitna0e 
the bjessedness of our lives by the degree 
Gf self-enjoyment that ha& fallcii to our 



lot ; or by oiir usefulness to oar r(itloW- 
creatures, and preparedness for a Wttcr 
CTtistencc? I hear my young fricndsex- 
ciaim, " Who could have courage to 
enter Into the marriage state with sitch 
mournfu! views of futurity ?'' Alas ! w6 
can never form a right estimate" of th6 
present, or act upon proper motives, 
without extending our researches to what 
is impending and unseen. 

It is a false and dangerous assertion, 
that single women mast at best pass 
their' lives in a dull mediocrity, femo- 
ved indeed from lively gtiefs, but unac- 
quainted with real enjoyment. Spinsters 
ir;ay be daughters, sisters, aunts, and 
friends, though they are not wives and 
mothers. Every one's experience can 
supply instances, wherein as much 
warmth of attachtnent and solicitude 
of attention have accompanied the fra- 
ternal, as ever hallowed the conjuga' 
tie. How many helpless orphans have 
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found materiial tendernest supplied by 
tb^ attachment of an aunt 1 How many, 
parents have perceived the j^lesf por« 
tion of extreme old age turned into the 
downy pillow of repose^ 'by the as<- 
siduous watchfulness of an unconnected 
daughter I Friendship, too, may rcign 
in the heart of the single woman with 
unrivalled influence; and the absolute^ 
power that she possesses over her time 
^d. property gives an extensive range 
to her patriotu; and charitable exer* 
tions. Ladies who are thu& circum^ 
stanced are the propei^st patronesses 
of public undertakings; they are the 
natural protectors of the friendless, and 
the propnetors of those funds to which 
geniu3 and indigence have a right to 
^ apply. Destitute of nearer ties» and 
unfettered by primary obligations, 
the whole world of benevolence af- 
fords a sphere for their actions, and 
the whole circle of science offers, to 
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adorn their minda. It seems, , 4ri/ 
deed, difficiilt to pourtray a more 
enviable being, tlma a BlngU woman 
possessed of nfHucnce, who lias passed 
ilirougli ilie tcnipcNt of j'outliful paa- 
sinns vvitti untainted character, unvit 
listed temper, and unfettered heart. 
Let UB allow her an active mind, 
sound judgment, good principles, and 
bodily activity i and vvc must rank her 
with those orders of superior beings 
who, iliough they "neither marry nor 
arc given in marriage," are ever cm- 
ployed in c:cecuting the will and study- 
ing the works of God. But such a 
view of human nature is no nwrc ap- 
plicable to the daughters than to th? 
eons of Adam. As in the latter, li- 
berty is too often used for a cloak 
of .licentiousness ; so in the former, 
it is apt to iie considered as a pa- 

Etpnt for foll^. I do not however disco- 
that those vutaries of Bacchus or " 
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Venus who devote tbeir fortune td^ 
ganvesters, thdir time to sifty tfeer -bd^ 
dies to disease, artd their so\ils to Sa- 
tan, have any right i6 ndiciile the 
unconnected spinster for - ^a(*rifi6irig 
to the graces of Bond^street, dividing 
her time betweert Ji^'a^lc And Cassino, 
or even for swallowing tftfe- nostrums 
of Dr. Tattle^ or being duped by 
the hypocrisy or fenaticlsHV oi 'A 
Cantwell. Uselesi^ness is surely bfet* 
ter than vice; ejgbtism and creduli- 
ty are not so culpable, hot so de* 
structive, as blasphemy and lidentious- 
xiess. 

Since 1 am not only the advocate but 
also the 7;z(?w//or of single ladies, it is my 
duty to correct the errors which at best 
recrimination can only extenuate; I es- 
pecially wish to correct their propensity 
to. relate their early conquests. As the 
poor lovers whom they killed by their 
cruelty at eighteen, must be long ere this 



r 



■^ 



not only " dead but rotten ;" Iiyform- 

ing us that such a one fxpiied under 

a tVown, and that another tell into, a 

mortal disease on clieir returning hiiji 

an unopened letter, is but tantamount, 

I the scale of interesting conversation, 

> the list of apoplexies and consump^ 

itions in an old bill of mortality. If these 

mj- murderer.'! are agreeable and wor- 

;by, we can readily conceive that their 

singleness proceeded more from £;hoJQ5 

<han compulsion; if tliey are deatitute 

of these recommendations, we shall not 

credit the narrative of their conquests, 

_,,4inkss the sheeted ghosts of sighing 

■L^ivains returned from the myrtle shades. 

Hand showed us their he:arts transfixed 

Huvith Cupid's arrows. 

H| One word more of a sisterhood which 

" I fear is not likely soon to diminish. 

Increased habits ot luxury must lessen 

the chance of estimable offers; women, 

Ctefore, ought to accustom themselves 






to those* pursuits and occupations 
which wiB render them less dependent 
on the other sex, or enliven ' those 
ionely hours of retirement which fre- 
quently fall to the lot of poorly portion- 
ed , celibacy. It is net only necessary 
that they should be economical, biit 
that they should have a general know- 
ledge of business and money transac- 
tions, at least sufficient to escape im- 
position. To this should be added, ac- 
tivity of mind, that they miy avoid 
the ennui inseparable from idleness; and 
the diseases incident to a sedentary life. 
Improving study of all kinds is here 
a most valuable acquisition; and ele- 
gant accomplishments cannot be pursued 
with too much avidity, provided they do 
not injure the health. Great care should 
be taken to rebut the sarcasms of wit- 
liggs and coquets; I do not say by a life 
of decorum — for I suppose myself ad- 
dressing women of virtue — but by a style 

5 



of'vicnncrs and dress suitable to their 
years. They should scorn ail ridicu- 
lous affectation of youth, all " hoisting 
the flag of distress," as a witty author 
provokingly terms the pink ribband 
when it waves over the wrinkled brow 
of faded beauty. The observation ex- 
tends to manners and atnusements, as 
welt as dress ; and they should also be 
solicitous to bid farewell to the allow- 
able levities of youth, with that easy 
good humour which shows that the re- 
signation has not been painful. Let 
them, but endeavour to.be as useful to 
others as their limited means allow, 
and pursue eveiy source of virtuous em- 
ployment which their bounded sphere 
permits; and I can predict, that many 
a wife will have reason to envy the re- 

jBpectability and happiness of the old 
Eoaid, and to regret that the silly ridi- 

hhlie attached to that name precipitated 
ler into a ruinous and miserable con- 
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iiexion, \^hich strength of mind would 
Jiayc enabled her to reject with the be- 
coming pride of self-dependence* 

But as we unquestionably were grcf 
ated to be the wedded mates of Qun« 
it is only in some circumst^ces, and 
to some dispositions, that I would re- 
commend celibacy ajsa state of choice; 
though I am persuaded that a well dis- 
posed mind may always submit to it 
without consideripg it ^ a misfortune. 
Extreme delicacy of health sfcms one 
motive for declining to enter the con- 
jugal state ; for, though passionate 
Love may promise that his purple 
torch shall ever burn beside the couch 
of the lovely sufferer, Hymen gei>e- 
rally tells a very different story, and, 
carrying his flambeau to an evening 
party, vacates his seat in the sick lady*s 
chamber in favour of her nurse and 
apothecary* It would indeed be im- 
posing too much upon a benevolent 
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nevolent and upright heart; to confine 
it by engagements where we are unable 
to discharge our part of the contract; 
for infirmity is a clog, not a help- 
mate. Hereditary diseases are another 
obstaclei and in some cases I think 
they ought to be an insurmountable one 
comprising an extension of duty to 
many generations. Great susceptibility 
of temper is an objection less univer- 
sally acknowledged, and which unfortu- 
nately predisposes the heart to enter 
upon a trial for which it has incapa- 
citated it. The precept, that in the 
married state woman should never ex- 
pect too much, nor feel too keenly, 
can never be too deeply impressed on 
the ardent mind of youth; andean they 
conform to this conclusion who cherish 
sensibility as a virtue, and, instead of 
studying the temper of others, suffer 
. their own to acquire fastidiousness> under 
^U TOL. III. V 



the pretence 6f delicacy sind te^kemeift 
of feeling?' 

A disposition tliat can^yield to th* 
desfres/of Others, not only without ap^ 
j}arent relucttace^ but without endure 
in^ pain; health, cheerfulness, activity^ 
frugality, attention to family concerns^ 
and a relish for common domestic plea- 
sures, are the qualities which a youi^ 
lady should endeavour to obtain who 
determihes to become a wife. la 
a majority bf instances, these will 
put happiness in her own power; 
in all, they will lighten the load 
of misery. What a fashionable edi>- 
cation can do toward the attainttient 
of these requisites, has been already eon^ 
sidcred. The generality of English girls 
are educated, if not for a Turkish Ha- 
rem, at least for the court of imperial 
France. Should they not be apprised, 
that the utility of the objects on which 
they are taught to lay a primary stress. 
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is commonly annihilated and the mo- 
ment their end is achieved? When 
the wild elephant's neck is once fast 
in the noose, the pursuer has na 
further occasion for the fascinating in- 
fluence of drums and bells. But con- 
stant attention, and command of tem- 
per, will still be necessary, or he will ne- 
ver bend to the yoke and draw kindly. 

I believe young ladies are not how 
ipt to fall violently in love at first 
sight. Except a few tinder-hearted 
nymphs, who inhabit the woodland 
glades, our sex is become too mer- 
cenary, and too dissipated, to feel 
an irresistible penchant, till they 
have obtained a side glance at the 
swain's rent-roll. Or, should the lying 
gossip Fame have cheated them in 
this particular, their extensive ac- 
quaintance furnishes th«m wiih a num» 
ber of Adonises, who can assist them 
to break the fictitious chain which 
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tliey mtptook fior gold; and thus lti« 
patterns at the dress-^makjer's, one bmi^ 
tiful Rgofc efl^ces the impression that 
another had made. I shall not» there* 
fore, here detain you with a long admo* 
nition against young ladies' &lliiig in 
love. The thing is just possible among 
a set whom nobody knows* «nd theve** 
fore nobody cares for their absiuditiea. 
It is, indeed, upon record, that for- 
merly love made terrible work with 
the female heart, from- fourteen * to 
seventeen; and as it is still supposed, 
that during this period the soft and 
pliant wax might receive not only a 
deep but a lasting impression, fashion 
has . copied the edifices in which it 
immures female adolescence, firom the 
strong fortresses where the royal race 
of Abyssinia are secluded from the 
world. On reconsidering all the mas- 
querade habits which the gods of 
old assumed in their amours, I can 



only think of two disguises in which : 

Cupid could now gain admittaace tO 
a girl of fashion : he must either 
fold his wings into the stuffed jacket 
of a dancing- master, and twirl his 
bow and quiver tDto a kit; or di- 
late his tiny form into the magnU I 
tude of a drill-seijeant; as these are 
the only pi'iviledged beings who are 
still allowed an opportunity of whispcr- 
iog a tender tale into the credulous ear 
of youth. 

Moralists are as much inclined to pre- 
scribe rules for the choice of a husband, 
as of a friend. I am afraid that the very 
title they prefix to their admonitions is 
apt to mislead a young mind, which i^ 
thus led to expect a variety of offers, 
and a liberty of taking what it prefers. 
Perhaps a great beauty, or still more 
probably a great fortune, may have the 
power of selecting the best from many 
b cotempoi-ary offers; but lovers rarely i 

1^ .. J 
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appear in groups, very seldom Atnount 
to plurality* and generally^ like the 
fruit of the orange-tree, appear in suc- 
cession^ or perhaps fall off before they 
ripen. A man of honour^ and I may 
add of delicacy, does not choost to 
enter upon a field which another has 
occupied, or to solicit a heart wbkh 
he may suspect is preengaged. Re- 
jection then, rather than selection, con- 
stitutes female prerogative in this im- 
portant point. It seldom happens that 
a woman has the good fortune to at- 
tract the attentions of the man she 
would prefer; and often^ when from 
a false hope of that kind she has re- 
fused an eligible offer, circumstances 
arise which prevail upon her to accept 
what presents a far less favourable pro* 
spect of happiness. " The world is not 
before us, where to choose;" we are not, 
we cannot be, the carvers of our own 
fortunes, any further than respects that 



;^t«rnal disposition wliich teaches us to 
view our affairs in the best light, and* 
jince we canhot mend our lot, to bend 
Gur minds. Regret for what is lost> 
or restless deiiire of what is unattain- 
able, does butfuster murmuring discon- 
tent. 

When a young woman contracts an 
(Lttachtnent for a deserving object, who 
seems not to return her preference, her 
situation is most dangerous and pitiable. 
As the perverse (perhaps, in this in- 
stance, I should rather say independent) 
nature of man never appears more 
strongly, than in his determination to fly 
those who follow, and to follow those 
who fly ; every enticement that a love- 

^lo^^ lass holds out to catch the heart she 
wishes for, generally proves a scarecj-oto 
that terrifies the wayward animal ; and 
as I do not wish her to have art enough 
to cover her advances in the attractive 

tudisguise of disdain, she must avoid 
L ■* 
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the god of her kibliitry/* as the most 
likely prdudi to *lf-corique8t. If cif ^ 
cuiiistahcei^ will' not permit her to dtf 
this without exciting suspicion that 
secret partiality is the ftiotive, she must 
yet rouse all her mental strength^ 
and make an heroical effort for self-4 
conquest; which will be her only al^ 
ternative with a life of despaii". Nature 
certainly intended that man should sue 
and woman coylij yield. Few who havp 
Tolunteered their affections ever became 
happy wives; we must never reckon on 
the stability of gratitudfe, When we put 
ourselves wholly in the power of the 
obliged party. 

1 have already stated, that it is need- 
less to address polite readers on the 
absolute necessity of prudential consider- 
ations in marriage. But though the wor- 
ship of Plutus seems to be the esta- 
blished religion of the age, there are a 
few dissenters still remaining, who fancy 






that pure love will supply a good every- 
day dinner. This rash conclusion is, 
however, more the effect of ignorance, 
than of any real dereliction of princi- 
plci and proceeda from not knowing 
the value of money, and not from a 
Spartan renmiciution of the comfort 
that it procures. For if we examine 
the manners of these tender devotees, 
we shall find that (heir wants are too 
numerous even for competence; and 
and that it is not penury, but afflu- 
ence, whicli must supply what they 
call mere necessary expences. Suppose 
some lace-enveloped Lydia Languish, in 
the height of her paroxysm for poor 
Ensign Beverly, was compelled to assist 
the family-caterer in the routine of pur- 
chasing daily provisions. Let her inves- 
tigate thedemands of the tax-gatherer and 
coal- merchant, and even cast her eye 
over the items of soap, candles, and 
g,rocery. She will discover a great 
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many inelegant articles to which she 
never affixed either value or impor- 
tance, that have operated as a con- 
stant drain upon the needful, and 
.have really been so essential to her 
comfort that she could scarcely have 
Existed without them. If she under- 
stand the rudiments of arithmetic, let 
her next employment be to subtract 
these essentials from the ensign's pay, 
and then let her estimate how much 
will remain to be the food of love. 

But to leave such romantic extrava- 
gants to their certain cure, experience, 
permit me to assure every young woman 
who is hiclined to under-rate the conside- 
ration of competence, that she is very 
unlikely to feel herself happy in a station 
of life below that which she filled in her 
single state. An income inadequate to 
our real (not our imaginary) wants, is a 
calamity of sufficient weight to^ over- 
throyv the fairest fabric of happiness, and 

5 
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to oppress the most amiable temper. 
When the pruning hand of neces- 
sary retrenchment cuts o£F comfort 
after comfort, when the wants of a 
rising family press upon parental ten- 
derness, most wives have more to con- 
tend with than their own feelings. 
They may divert discontent, by cheer- 
fully engaging in the more active 
share of family duty which prudence 
has taught them to practise; but how 
shall the poor gentleman (if hf be also 
a man of leisure) pass the hours which, 
society and amusement agreeably oc- 
cupied, when poverty confines him to ■ 
the domestic firt-side ? Men .bear this 
species of trial infinitely worse than wo- 
men; and when a young lady marries 
a man whose fortune will hvt just cover 
unavoidable cy,penccs, she. should con- 
sider whether her fortitude be equal to 
the multipled misery that she must en- 
- dure from the reverberating pressure of i 
F 6. 
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the wants and woes of those who are 
nearest to her hearty and whose privations 
must pain her more than her own. 

What are called very splendid allt<^ 
ances> are as little likely to produce 
comfort and content^ as the impru* 
dent connexions that wc have just 
considered. In the preceding remarks, 
I did not mean to interdict a con- 
nexion which admits of the brighten* 
ing prospects of successful industry; 
but was supposing a state in which 
industry could not act (and many 
who write gentlemen are in this painful 
and humiliating predicament). So with 
respect to disparity of fortune, I do not 
mean to estimate it by mere weight of 
metal^ when other considerations are 
equal. The well-portioned heiress ought 
to enrich the dependant younger bro- 
ther; and the wealthy heir should select 
for his consort the unportioned daughter 
of a respectable family. It is my wish 
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to warn young women from aiming at 
conquest, on the score of their per- 
sonal attractions, to which neither 
their birth, connexions, education, nor 
situation entitle them to aspire. If 
the erratic pursuers of happiness would 
candidly state their discoveries, wc 
should probably accede to the pro- 
position, that every one is happiest 
in the state of life to which they have 
been accustomed. It is certainly suf- 
ficient to discourage this species of 
fair adventurers, that not one in a 
hundred succeeds in her efforts j but the 
prospect becomes still more dishearten- 
ing if we also discover that few c£ these 
fortunate candidates are happy. A young, 
woman of humble connexions and infe- 
rior accomplishments, who is engrafted 
into an honourable stock, will expe- 
rience mortifications from the family to 
which she is allied, that can only be 
parried by effrontery or stupidity. She 
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must continually feel the restraints 
and the difficulties of her situation^ 
she will sink under the fatigues of 
fashionable dissipation, and,, will find 
her mind fretted by fastidious refine- 
ments, of which the happy siniplicity 
of inartificial manners . can f9fixi no 
conception. She will also be con- 
scious of improprieties, and omissions 
which nothing but an early initiation 
into high life would have taught her 
to avoid; and even the glittering equi- 
page, which so forcibly struck her 
youthful fancy, will seem but a pain- 
ful conveyance, if itpa^^ by the amuse- 
ment that she could have enjoyed, to set 
her down at what she detests. In fine^ 
she will discover that merit ca^inot suc- 
cessfully combat the minute scrutiny of 
cnvy,vespecially when its prying= glances 
are sharpened by unexpected prosperity 5 
and that luxurious enjoyments can soon- 
er pall the taste^ than mortifications can 
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tender the heart callous. I have not 
taken into this view, the more than 
probable accumulation of uneasiness 
which may wring the heart, at that 
period when the fond romantic lover 
changes into the cool reflecting husband. 
Richardson's Pamela is as absurd in 
its colourings of high life, as in its 
portrait of the reformation of a liber- 
tine. 

Let not a young woman, then, seek 
for conjugal happiness in a station of 
life that is very dissimilar to her own; 
or in her own rank, without a compe- 
tent provision to maintain those decen- 
cies of appearance which are its proper 
appendages. If she possess delicacy of 
character (I should here use stronger 
terms), if she value her own temporal 
or eternal interests, or that of the un- 
born, by the sacred names of mother 
and christian let me conjure her to j/!?7'«4 
^v^om the advances of a known libertine; 
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f>T, if she cannot avoid, kt her steadily 
refuse his offers; they comprise such an 
accumulation of misery, as no pecuniary 
advantages can counterbalance. Lei 
not youthful innocence sell itself to dis« 
ease, impurity, and remorse ; nor pledge 
her hand where^ thot^ she must obey, 
she can neither love nor honour. All 
gross moral errors are in the momt 
strong sense insuperable objectionas^ 
and surely women never wouU know* 
ingly venture on such partners, but 
from an expectation of their bek^ 
able to reclaim them. Alas! how 
much does youthful vanity here overt 
rate female power f The stubborn chy 
of man is never pliant biil in eariy 
life; the storms of contention, and 
the pressure of business^ give it an ioh 
penetrability wbich^ however suited to the 
rude buffets that it b designed to en^ 
dure, prevent its being made malleable 
by the soft strokes of feminine influencer 
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Whatever itself " wills to do, seemS," 
in its own estimation, " wisest, virtuous* 
est, discreetest. best." If we attempt 
to remodel the lords of the creation, 
we must begin before they have discarded 
that emblem of subjection, a petticoat. 

Infidelity is frequently coupled with 
licentious conduct; but sometimes it 
doffs its gross associate, and affects the 
dignity of moral virtue. The woman 
who regards her eternal interests, and 
those of her future offspring, will trem- 
ble at submitting to the superlnten* 
dance of a man whose dark and cheer- 
less mind is unillumined by visions of 
tt better world. Even if she had good 
;grounds to rely on the virtue, tender- 
ness, and generosity of such a partner- 
(which I greatly doubt); even if she 
be previously assured that he will 
never seek to unsettle her faith, to re- 
_ strain her devout exercises, or to in- 
■^terferc with the religious education of 
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hiB children} ^ven if tht know diat lie 
always will pay an outward respeet to 
£tith and piety, ftod ostensibl]^ comply 
with its forms; though assured that 
no word will: ever escape him*^^ which 
shall betray, his secret contempt and in* 
credulity (what impossibilities am I 
now admittingl)^ if her.fears arcIuUed^ 
can her affection sleep? can sha be 
happy, while she vicws^ in her kind and 
^ faithful part hetf her bosom-friend, the 
father of her chitdrent the source of all 
her earthly happiness, a rjtbd to his 
God, the self-devoted son of perdition, 
from whom, after death, she must 
iiope to be etcrr^ally disjoined, and to 
whom sl>e must wish annihilation as a 
blessing? The text, that <^thc be- 
licving wife sanctifies the unbelieving 
t^usband," has no reference to the case 
that we are considering, but to the early 
situation of Christian converts, when 
baptism did not dissolve the bonds either 
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of murriage or Bcrvitude, but the new 
members of the Christian church con- 
tinued to discharge the obligntions 
which they bad contracted in their 
Gentile state, and this with additional 
earnestness, as a proof of their obedience 
to their heavenly Master. When we 
thus pervert scripture, to strengthen 
the temptations of avarice, ambition, 
sensual attachment, or from any other 
sinister motive, we imitate the conduct 
of the Prince of Darkness, who is 
never so dangerous to our souls as when 
lie wields " the sword of the spirit, 
even the word of God." Surely it 
is far better that " the rose should 
wither on the virgin thorn," than that 
.its tender- leaves should be defiled, 
and excoriated, by being bound up 
with the filthy briers of vice or infi- 
delity. 

Next to these dreadful associates, 
let the candidate for the wreath of coir 
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Aubial happiness steadily reject the offerv 
ings of insuperahli folly. There i» a 
strangely erroneous jumble of ideas re- 
specting a supposed combinaition of doci- 
lity, good-nature, and weakness xjf 
intellect, in the minds of «ome people^ 
who ^re deplorably ignorant of life 
and manners. Folly is always selfish 
and obstinate ; and I take these to be 
the standard compositions of Ul-natMrtt 
not of amiability. Can narrowness of 
intellect be capable of those enhugej 
and disinterested views which produce 
good- will to all mankind, which refine 
the tender attentions of love, and invi^ 
gorate the indelible impressions of friend^ 
ship ? Can the fool forget his own 
dear self so far as to be truly benevolent; 
can he learn self-denial, can he be con- 
vinced of hb own infirmities, and set 
about reforming them ? If you answer 
in the afErmativej you prove him not 
^ be a fool. 



I would advise a young woman never 
to select a man whom she discovers to 
be very deficient in the article of judg- 
ment ; not even if she have reason to 
form a high opinion of her own, and 
to believe that her future husband will 
always regard it with lover-like pre- 
ference; a contingency which is ex- 
tremely improbable. The original de- 
sign of marriage (mutual help and 
assistance) is defeated; and an in- 
version in the relative situation of the 
sexes is always attended by a degree of 
ridicule and absurdity, which an in- 
genuous and delicate mind must strong- 
ly feel. Women, in this instance) seem 
a little treacherous to their own cause. 
I will not pretend to state how it 
happens to be so ; much less will 
■I justify the proceeding; but most 
unquestionably that very respectable 
(though, I fear, not numerous} body 
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thing like that of a flying-fish, ^o 
ivben they are hunted out of their 
own natural element are pecked at by 
every petty wren that skims the air. 
We certainly ought to take these mar- 
tyrs to our renown under our pr&* 
tectioHt and, by bringing them fer^ 
ward on all occasions as the only ifu^ 
heroes, show the refractory monsters^, 
who rebel against us what they ought 
to be. Suppose T were to attempt 
their eulogium : the theme is certainlf 
new, and capable of considerable orna* 
ment. History whispers that it might 
be embellished with a few great names; 
and private anecdotes would furnish 
tne with some eminent living orna- 
ments of the society. I may reserve 
this for one of my future labours, in 
which I shall endeavour to appreciate 
merit by the most rigid role of right; 
and as the more perfect the slavery, 
the more heroical the captive must 



be deemed, I shall ascribe the first 
station to those worthies who, rejecting 
the silken chains of Hymen, conten- 
tedly endure the iron shackles of illicit 
love. But having just caught myself 
in the act of laughing at the idea 
of a laurelled son of M^rs or Themis 
crouching at the painted shrine of a 
varnished Venus, who has just put on 
her wig and rouge to twirl the. lash 
of discipline over the uxorious fool 
who feeds her avarice with unacknow- 
ledged favours, I am too conscienti- 
ous an advocate to undertake a cause 
which I find I should betray. Men 
of this cast are generally the prey of 
artful women, who, whether as wives 
or mistresses, •contrive to manage the 
imbecility that they despise. Some 
men, indeed, are classed by their friends 
in this order, though they really be- 
long to a much superior rank ; I 
»-mean men of real worth, and sound 
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ffilnds, who endure female cafmce from 
conscientious motivest and beiur the 
cro^s rather than expose their ikmBiei 
to the miseries of contention. I think 
our feelings cannot be more painfully 
roused, thaii when we see a man of 
merit thus circumstanced* A wife 
vnjustly degraded below her proper 
atation does not excite a tenth part 
of such strong sympathy and indig- 
nant interference. Is not this an argu- 
ment in favour of the original institu- 
tion of Providence, respect ing^he subr^ 
«ervience of our sex ? Though I stoutly 
deny, that this injunction originated 
in our natural inferiority, I believe 
it to be so expedient to the wel&re 
and happiness of both parties, that I 
never would advise you, my dear 

Miss M , to marry a man with 

a promising degree of obsequiousness 
in his aspect, unless you perceive that ' 
he has good sense enough to cover 
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the gossamer manacles which you may 
entwine around him with such an im- 
pervious coat of seeming pertiaaciti/ 
that naone but yourself can tell that he 
actually wears them. 

But since a young woman may have 
some objections to absolute slavery, 
even after she has lowered her mind 
to the just standard of wife-like obe'- 
dience, it may not be unusefut to 
repeat a hint which a favourite author 
(perhaps incautiously) gave the ladles 
in his " Triumphs of Temper;" I 
allude to tlie domestic tarijism of that 
staunch tvhij; sir Gilbert. History 
and experience bear equal testimony to 
the just colouring of that character; 
for, from the antient Spartan, to that 
great volcano of patriotism Jack WJikcs, 
the greatest sticklers for public free- 
dom have been the \xricst domestic 
bashaws. I do not mean to create 
All alarm which must condemn the 

VOL. Ill, G 
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the Whig Club to celibacy » I only re- 
mind those female archers who take 
aim at such ^ bold sons of air and 
fire,^ that in their precincts freedom 
is always considered to be of the mas* 
tuline gender; and for my thus en* 
deavouring to secure these gentlemen 
from all possibility of being brought 
under petticoat government (an event 
which is to them as horrible as the 
revival of the doctrine of passive obe- 
dience), I expect to be toasted at their 
next meeting, under the title of the 
•* liberal-minded opponent of domestic 
emancipation.*' 

Women are generally accused of 
being partial to exterior advantages, es- 
pecially to wit, pleasantry, and what is 
called airiness of conversation. In this 
case, we certainly hazard our respecta- 
bility and our happiness. If a man of 
plain sense rarely attends to the advan- 
tages of address, and seldom takes the 
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lead in conversation; neither does he, 
on the other hand, attach value to 
general admiration. With a husband 
of this description, we may not ex- 
cite the envy of our unmarried friends* 
the fluency of our partner's conversa- 
tion, the vivacity and brilliancy of 
his remarks, or the elegance of his de- 
portment, may pass unnoticed; but 
our Jire-sides have a chance of being 
comfortable, because it is most likely 
he will there condescend, or even wish, 
^ to be entertained by us. And as the 
H Consciousness of being less formed to 
shine in society, is sure to create do- 
mestic habits ; so those who are not 
spoiled by an excess of praise are alwajrs 
grateful to those who regard them 
with preference. The blandishments 
of the gay and graceful lover are still 
/"more evanescent than the beauty of his 
JL mistress; and not even the renovating 
B^uldron of Medea could renew their 

L 
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pristine vigour. The more precious 
they; were to our hearts, the more 
shall we feel the vacuum which their 
absence makes. Conjugal felicity caa- 
not live upon public admiration; it 
is too meagre food. Male coquets 
are most frequently married men, who 
are never out of humour, (or, as they 
often call it, nervous^) but in. that jcir^ 
cumscribed circle from which they 
cannot be banished for being disagree^ 
able. On 3uch men, the charms of ' 
wit, information, and sprightllness in 
a wife, are lost, or perhaps they may 
induce him to hate her as a rival. His 
idea of a good companion implies a 
being who will admire his talents^ 
and laugh at his bons mots, or one 
who will be the patient butt of his 
Taillery, or a prowling jackall to col* 
lect him ne\y anecdotes. The wife of * 
a coxcomb (and purely the man who 
piques himself upon ostensible holiday ^ 
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agreeableness Is- a coxcomb) must con* 
tent herself with being an echo to a 
Narcissus. 

I shall say little to that portion of my 
sex with whom a handsome person, a 
well-made coat, or any other eye-trap 
■which'whim or fashion has sancttonctl, 
constitutes a dear adorable, preferable to 
every solid advantage and every internal 
excellence wliicii papa and mamma may 
have discovered in some good quiz, who 
dances ill and employs a bad tailor. Such 

.chanted lasses are out of the precincts 

reason; and I neither expect my pen 
to be possessed of the powers of a talis- 
man, nor my voice to have the potency 
of the lyre of Orpheus. 1 must, there- 
fore, leave them in the magical regions 
to which they have wandered. 

I enter my solemn caveat against every ' 
thing that can be construed into an invo- 
luntary sacrifice; and if I will not allow 
rank, wit, or beauty, to lead their besot- 
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tlicy,- were to our hearts, the more 
shall we fi;el the vacuum which their 
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is too meagre food. Male coquets 
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agreeableness i*a coxcomb) must coa* 
tent herself with being an echo to a 
Narcissus. 

I shall say little to that portion of my 
sex with whom a haDdsome pereoo, a 
well-made coat, or any other ej-e-trap 
whichwhitn or fashion has sanctioned, 
consiitutesa dear adorable, prct'crable to 
every solid advantage and cviry internal 
excellence nhich papa and g""-'^»* tnaf 
have discovered in some good qiuz, who 
dances \U and employs a bad uilor. Socii 
icnchaiiled lasses are out ai the prcoKt* 
if rezson; and I ocitho' expect oif pes 
to be possessed of the powea cfm ufi*- 
man, nor my voice to hare tbe { 
of the lyre of Orpheus, 1 mntt, 
fore, leave them in the m^cal ] 
to which they have waodestd. 
" enter my solemn ca 
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ted captive tb the altar, I positively pro* 
hibit wealth from binding its dejected 
victim in an indissoluble bond. When 
a young woman consents to sell herself 
to a rich Camacho*, from whom {in- 
stead of a decided preference) she re- 
volts with disgust, she certainly becomes 
a legal prostitute. This title is not> 
however, duetoallwho, in their matri- 
monial sketches, place love somewhat 
in the back ground. If esteem consti- 
tute the principal figure^ and if no dis- 
guised predilection for another lurk in 
the corner, I can conceive not only a good 
but a happy wife, in the shape of one who 
at first listened to a proposal of marriage 
thrdugh a hope of csciaping from poverty 
and dependance, through the desire of 
raising a distressed family, or even 
through a wish of escaping from the in. 
conveniences attached toalimitpd fortune. 

• See Don Quixote* 
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But a young woman who connects her- 
self witli a man much her senior, or one 
who labours under some remarkable per- 
sonal disadvantages, should possess a 
superior share of discretion and gra- 
titude, and should previously determine 
to be the partjier of his calamities, not 
the spendir of his fortune. Tiie habits 
of the present age so much diminish the 
chance of finding, among the many girls 
who would sell themselves to riches, 
one who would faithfully discharge the 
duties of the nurse, the friend, and the 
companion of infirmity, that it darkens 
the prospects of all uxorious old bache- 
lors, whose passion for a young wife has 
not vanquished their dislike of having 
their morning slumbers disturbed by 
the clamour of their own footmen re- 
turning with their lady from a fashion- 
able party, or being crammed into 
some obscure corner, with other obsolete 
lumber, whenever their lovely bride 
C4 
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cliooses to be *' at home to trtry body 
but themselves." As times now go, 
the dotard of threescore must think 
himself happy to be converted into 
nobodi/; a more marked distinction, is 
so probable, that it seems to be hip , 
wisest way to betake himself to the 
quietus of his arm-chair and flannel 
gown, instead of crowning his brow 
with Hymen's thorny roses. 

Long-deferred attachments, even when 
they are at last crowned with fruition, of^ 
ten produce little more than a happy ho* 
ney-moon. The reason is, that romantic 
ideas take strong possession of the'mind, 
while hope and fear alternately act upon 
50 susceptible a passion ^s love. It is nK)st 
certain,-that difficulties and impediments 
rarely fail to deepen the impression which 
they are expected to eradicate 5 and when 
we feel dissatisfied with our present lot. 
We always dress up the unseen future in 
most false and flatteringcolours. A young 
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woman firmly attached to' a man, to 
whom she sees little chance of being 
united, instead of investigating those de- 
fects which might reconcile her to the 
probable separation, generally adorns her 
idol in the robe of perfection. His 
steady fidelity to her covers every other 
^ult; his fond solicitations, or high- 
wrought pictures of the felicity they are ■ 
prevented from enjoying, increases her 
enthusiasm; and she either believes that 
the sun would ever shine upon them 
could their vows be once plighted, or 
that they should then live in a world 
of their own, insensible to the inter- 
vention of external miseries. 

" Scarce one reflects that to tbe torch of love 
" Perhap* succeeds pule discord's sullen fire ; 

4* Few image woes wbicli parents only prove, 
•' WliCD daughters sicken, or when sous expire.' 

To the sure consequences of this extra- , 
vagant expectation, let us add the effect 
wbichloDg-deferredhopetnusch«tv«onthe 
G S 
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aipiriti and temper. Sotnetitnes the prO' 
spect will be brightened with the view 
of a speedy conclusion; this will again 
disappear, and a final separation will 
seem inevitable. Jealousy will perhaps 
intervene ; but whatever form the tor- 
men ting desire wears> disgust and indif- 
ference of the present >yill increase. No 
one more jkeenly feels the force of the 
scriptural aphorism, ^* that hope deferred 

maketh jthe . heart sick/' than she whp 

. . ■ ■'I ■ * 

surrenders her own to the heavy pressure 
of protracted love : . 

*^ Thus on her present hour rude passion preys, - 
" Thus bright the prospect of her future days/' 

Can we pictijre wp-rse bride-maids than 
brokep spirits, irritable feelings, and san- 
guine expectations ? or can we, viewi;ig 
human nature as it really is, suppose it 
probable, that ail external circumstances 
conjoining with the superlative excellence 
of the bridegroom, can prevent those 
wayward ladies from hurrying the bride 
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into some extravagance, before " those 
shoes grow old" which carri ed her to the 
altar ? Among many other reasons which 
render novels dangerous to young women, 
is this ; that they always make a long at- 
tachment which is not dissolved by death 
terminate in a happy marriage, whos? 
felicity \s proportionable to the freviou* 
embarrassments. I suppose their au- 
thors consider, that as our most agree- 
able feelings result from contrast, the 
same must be true in great eventSj as ia. 
matters of taste or in indifferent oc- 
currences. I. would advise these writers. 
to look into life, and see if years of 
misery increase or diminish our relish of 
sublunary happiness; if the human _fa- 
bric is undermined or improved by such 
a sickness as excluded hope; ivhether a 
quick succession of every agonizing sen- 
sation corrodes or 'corrects the temper ; 
.whether melancholy is a good preparation 
for. the active duties of social life; whe?- 
g6 
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ther the jealous^ capricious» eccentric^ or 
dissipated lover always produces the can* 
did^ affectionate, steady, and regular hus- 
band; in fine, whether marriage really is 
that scene of repose and full felicity which 
romantic love supposes ; or whether its 
cares, its difficulties, and its trials are 
not aHeast equal to what the tender pas- 
sion can excite in the virgin bosom. 

Let us ask, Does the security of 
our tenure prevent us from discovering 
the inconveniences and blemishes that 
are attached to the habitation which 
we hold on a lease for life ? Will not 
the frown of a husband affect the sen« 
sibility which was rent into shivers by 
the negligence of a lover 5 or will his 
humours seem more tolerable when 
we are compelled to study and yield 
to them, instead of making them scrb«> 
servient to our own ? Or, to avoid 
sketching a portrait which you single ]a« 
dies will call the caricature^f disappointed 
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imprudence; will the dear good *ma» 
never be ill, never be absent, or never be 
unhappy ? Will his path of life be con- 
stantly smooth ; will there be no obstacles 
to impede his coursCj no rivals to ob- 
struct him, no misfortunes to depress 
him ? Are children always healthy, ami- 
able, and prosperous ? If this be a just 
epitoma of life, then may the lovelorn 
maid, when married to the idol of her 
-ibnd heart, say in the language of scrip- 
txire, " Soul, take thy easej thou hast 
much goods laid up in store for many 
years." If it be not, then let all who ap- 
proach the nuptial altar resolve never to 
fc -withdraw the hand which they there lay 
|fc(tapon the plough. Let them remember, 
that they then enter upon a state of cn- 
jarged duty and extended trial j and that 
they ought to rise superior to the petty oc- 
cupations, and trivial cares, which might 
more pardonably engross their earlyyears, 
l^jperfaaps, this stern decision may cause a 
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great falllng-off among :iii^y. fair disciplds, 
who think more of th^ir bridal parapher- 
.nalia than t^ the contract, which it is in- 
tended to honour. I will .endeavour to 
propitiate theni by observing^that fajstidi- 
ousnessapd susceptibility ar^.-gr^ter ene- 
mies to conjugal happiness thja.n vanity^, 
and arc harder to be eradicated. 

Is it possible to love twi<fte'? is a com* 
mon question. Certainly not,. vf\th f^ll 
that enthusiasoi of preference wbich 
attends a first attachments Rut enthn- 
fiiasm appears to be so doubtful a foun- 
dation whereon to raise the mas^y pile 
of lasting esteem, that I incline to think 
a second choice is more likely to be the 
result of judgment, and regulated by 
those just views which disappoint meat 
and experience mutually supply. Love,, 
indeed, is painted- blind, and so he 
generally is; but Hymen might .b? as 
properly exhibited looking through a 
microscope. A, woman increases her 
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chance of happiness by prevailing on 
these deities to change their appendages, 
thus applying the microscope to the 
lover's character, and binding the ban- 
dage as close as possible over the faults 
of her husband. If after investigating 
the merits and defects of the man 
who addresses her, as narrowly as her 
situation will admit, she feels convinced 
that the latter will not diminish her de- 
cided preference for the former, I give 
her leave to accompany what I call the 
bequest of her hearif with her hand. You 
see X have permitted Love to creep in at 
last; but with his mngs so pruned, and 
his costume so deranged, that I qLiestion 
if any, excepting yourself, will feel much 
respect for a Cupid who is permitted to 
look about him, and forbidden to^j/ into 
the regions of Utopia. 

But let our sex be as circumspect as 
possible, man, while he acts the part of 
a l«vcr, wears a mask which we cannot 
5 
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wholly penetrate. Perhaps it is uncandid 
to call this insincerity. When we wish 
to please, we almost unconsciously as* 
sume an agreeable aspect; nor do we at 
that moment resolve to indemnify our* 
selv^s^ by future indulgence, for the re^* 
straints that we are then putting upoft 
our bad propensities ; perhaps we are 
hardly conscious that we are acting a 
part foreign to our natural character. 
How then is a young woman to discover 
the feigning, which is so justly copied 
from nature as probably to deceive the 
actor? I would not advise her need^ 
lesslr^ to try the temper of a fevoured 
lover ; the power of recrimination is so 
great in the other sex, that to do so, 
equals the folly of irritating a lion whose 
den we are going to enter. Let no unplea* 
sant recollections of female tyranny in- 
terrupt the complacence of the bridegroom 
on- attaining the object of his wishes* 
But I am again reverting to past manners. 
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The new code of gallantry has deprived 
woman of the short empire which she 
once possessed, and compelled her to 
accommodate herself to the /tumours 
of him who pursues her with the pro- 
voking indifference of assured victory. 

The nuptial band being knit (we will 
hope with happy auspices), let us con- 
sider what will be the first solicitude 
of a wife ; and unquestionably this 
must be, to discover her husband's 
real dispositton. But her rfesearch must 
not be conducted with inquisitive pene- 
tration, nor with that strict scrutiny 
which may develope what might other- 
wise have been for ever unknown. It 
is too late to find out moral depravity; 
the attention of herself and her friends 
ought to have been directed to that 
important point before she had form- 
ed the indissoluble tie. It is to the cer- 
tainly inferior requisites of taste and tem- 
t>er that a prudent wife should limit her 
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inquiries} for to temper she must con- 
forms And it is possible for her to acquire a 
taste somewhat similar to her partner's* 
As her duty and her interest alike require 
her to make home agreeable, she must^ 
if she be not by nature the companion 
that he prefers^ endeavour to make her- 
self so : I do not say hy art — for I de- 
test the word— but by imitation. I do 
liot here recommend a close conformity 
to :.aU the habits and pursuits of our 
partners, much less a servile adoption of 
all their sentimefits and opinions : the 
htterwould destroy one of the chief iends 
of marriage, t^utual improvement ; and 
the former! .wpuidvbe more ipt to excite 
livalry tharimnity; fmcn being. extremely 
jealous of pre-eiuinencte in every study to 
which they bend their attention*. I .'6upr 
pose this duty to consistjn cheerfully 
acquiescing with those Customs andem* 
ployments which seem habitual or ndcjes- 
iary i never opposing his;Wfshe$ in thingft 
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that are really immaterial; avoiding 
whatever is known to be disagreeable, 
either in our dress, our conversation, 
or our conduct; and above all, care- 
fully attending to those oblique hints 
by which a delicate mind chooses ra- 
ther to explain its wishes, than to ap- 
peal to authority by an express injunc- 
tion; always remembering that the in-_ 
dulgence of our own humour affords 
but a momentary gratification ; but 
.that to oblige another produces a lasting 
delight ; and If such observance be 
shown to a generous person it will be 
Bure to be rewarded. 

I mention it rather as an admonitory 

[ 'jwarning, than as a directing precept to 

I Imy sex, that men are ever most easily 

k ^vanquished by the meanest antagonists. 

■An artful woman is a despicable creature, 

who departs from the ingenuous simpli- 

I -city which, next to modesty, is the orna- 

■■nient of her sex. Yet I scarcely ever 
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knew a proficient in deception who 
did not govern all Her male connexion!^* 
and moreover persuade them that she 
was a most amiable creature. Man is 
so enamoured of unresisting meekness,, 
as to become- the easy dupe of .that 
studied manner which bespeaks its 
counterfeit. Give the Lords of the crear 
tion but the appearance of supremacy^ 
and they are contented to obey. Suffer 
them to run their own wild career unre« 
«trained, and they will gratify your vanity, 
humour your caprices, and readily make 
you, as far as relates to your own ac* 
tions, sovereign queen. Hence come 
the splendid establishments of many 
pretty triflers ; hence the subservience of 
uxorious keepers, and the influence of 
courtezans. A Conscientious wife ever 
wishes to restrain her husband from doing 
what would prove injurious to his health, 
fortune, or reputation, which are too va*- 
^ hiablp in her eyes to be bartered for any 



141 

personal indulgence to herself. An art ' 
ful woman places her own individual 
advantage in t!;e first point of view; 
and her chief objection to a riotous de- 
bauch is, that its attendant fever may 
hurry the good man out ot the world 
betore he has time to appoint her resi- 
duary legatee. The pecuniary embar- 
rassments of the family are of little con- 
sequence, provided her pin-money and 
settlement are secured by a responsible 
trust. Her caro sposo's reputation may 
be irreparably injured; no matter, her 
own stands firm; she has never inter- 
fered in his affairs, and no one can charge 
her with having suffered her sense of his 
ill conduct to spoil her temper. Every 
body is right to take care of them- 
Bclves ;and what could a prudent woman 
who had a refractory husband do, but 
lay the reins upon his neck, and leave 
him to play his wild gambols ? She mean- 
while. Like the unjust steward, has 
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been making friends of '* the mammon 
of unrighteousness.'* She has never 
felled in the offices of civility and at* 
tention to her acquaintance; she has 
accomodated every creature that she 
knew, to the utmost of her power ; and 
they al] can witness that she never ^uf« 
fered the pleasantry of her parties to be 
interrupted, though the gay votary of 
Bacchus in the shape of her disregarded 
husband, reeled in at an unexpected 
hour. Nor did her placid features,sufier 
any discomposure, if in her way to the 
opera she encountered the chariot of his 
paramour. What an amiable creature ! 
how often will she be preferred to her 
unhappy neighbour, who, shrinking 
under the pressure of a husband's shame, 
immures herself from the world, and 
weeps for the ills which she cannot cure ! 
Yet surely, as far as relates to intrinsic 
worthy even the virago is amore respectable 
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cliaracter than ths cold hearted dis- 
sembler, who makes carelessness and 
selfishness pass for self-command, and 
engrafts the insensible rapacity and neg- 
ligence of a courtezan, on a charac- 
ter which demands the lively interest 
and active participation of generous 
friendship. 

But do not, from my having inci- 
dentally named the blunt Xantippe with 
comparative honour, suppose I mean to 
insinuate, that a wayward husband may 
be scolded into propriety ; or think that 
melancholy and complaint will recom- 
mend hometo arefractorydebauchee, and 
detach him from scenes of riotous fes- 
tivity or criminal enjoyment, because I 
condemn that heedless apathy which 
many mistake for good humour. Home 
I tnust, it possible, be always rendered 
K.pleasant to its master; and a wife must 
■..ever strive to be amiable in the eyes of 
■ ^CT hisband. The means of doing this 
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must depend upon circumstance?^ and , 
her knowledge of^his particular humour. 
The widow Bellmour, in ** The Way 
to Keep Him,'* offers lessons to. her 
sex which young wives might study 
with advantage; I mean in her first 
scenes with Mrs. Lovemore ^ they myst, 
however, be adopted wi|h discreet «€- 
lection j for the variety of manner 
which she recommends seems more to 
resemble the flippant qoquet panting 
for admiration^ than that amiable de* 
sire of phasing which actuates an affec- 
tionate wife, while striving to reclaim 
the heart of her husband. Women can* 
not be too strongly urged to renounce 
every species of artifice, Instead th0re* 
fore of saying a bad temp^jr must 
be concealed, let us endeavour to 
subdue it. The effort is nearly the 
same in either case ; it is only changing 
the pernicious principle of expediency, 
which teaches occasional restractiws. 
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for that nobler motive of conscious 
rectitude which insures a perpetual 
victory. 

But to return to the play we havejust 
mentioned : I am not pleased with the 
eclaircissetnent ; I mean, as a moral 
lesson ; for we are not now examining 
its theatrical effect. Every prudent 
,wite will, as she values her future 
peace, endeavour to save her faith- 
less husband from the shume ot public 
detection. The lordly nature of man 
so strongly revolts from the suspicion 
of inferiority, that a susceptible hus- 
band can never feel easy in the society . 
of his wife, when he kmzvs that she 
is acquainted with his vices, though he 
is well as:iured that her prudence, 
generosity, and affection, will prevent 
her from being a severe accuser. Mrj, 
Bellmour, therefore, in recoiii mending 
that Lovemore should be probed to 
the quick before a large circle of 
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must depend upon circumstance?^ and 
her knowledge of^his particular humour. 
The widow Bellmour, in ** The Way 
to Keep Him,'* offers lessons to her 
sex which young wives might study 
with advantage; I mean in her first 
scenes with Mrs. Lovemore ; they myst, 
however, be adopted wi|h discreet se- 
lection ; for the variety of manner 
which she recommends seems more to 
resemble the flippant qoquet panting 
for. admiration^ than that amiable de* 
sire of phasing which actuates an affec- 
tionate wife, while striving to reclaim 
the heart of her husband. Women can- 
not be too strongly urged to ][enounce 
cyery species of artifice, Instead th0rc» 
fore of saying a bad tempter must 
be concealed, let us endeavour tp 
subdue it. The effort is nearly the 
same in either case ; it is only changing 
the pernicious principle of expediency, 
which teaches occasional restrictiws. 
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for that nobler motive of conscious 
rectitude which insures a perpetual 
victory. 

But to return to the play we have just 
mentioned : I am not pleased with the 
eclaircissement ; I mean, as a moral 
lesson ; for we are not now examining 
its theatrical ciFect. Every prudent 
.wife will, as she values her future 
peace, endeavour to save her faith- 
less husband from the shi^me oi public 
detection. The lordly nature of man 
so strongly revolts from the suspicion 
of inferiority, that a susceptible hus- 
band can never feel easy in the society . 
of his wife, when he knows that she 
is acquainted with his vices, though he 
is well assured that tier prudence, 
generosity, and affection, will prevent 
her from being a severe accuser. Mr?. 
Belltnour, therefore, in recommending 
that I^vemore should be probed to 
the quick before a large circle of 
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witnesses, does not display that know^ 
ledge of mankind to which she pre- 
tends ; and, notwithstanding the au-* 
thor wishes to convince us to the con- 
trary, we can scarcely avoid suspecting 
that she is a false friend to his wife. 
The simple recipe, of making home 
agreeable, is better calculated to re- 
claim the libertine, than the artifices 
which Mrs. Lx>vemore adopts; and no 
woman of delicacy . (I will add, of 
principle) will have recourse to the dan- 
gerous expedient of exciting jealousy 
in her husband : it may rouse him 
from the torpor of indifference, but 
it is at the expense of his confidence 
in her virtue. Even if her motive 
were merely to show him how nobly 
she can resist temptation, may she 
not fear he will remind her that indis^ 
cretion must have led her into danger ? 
Chastity (like its male concomitant, 
courage,) courts no unnecessary trial. A 
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tfuly virtuous uife hj).s little reason to 
fear the solicitations of illicit love. 
Some error must be seen in her man- 
ner, relaxed principles must peep through 
some disregarded loop-hole in her con- 
duct, before the intentional seducer 
dares drop the mask of respectful 
friendship. Never, therefore, let an un- 
happy neglected wife try to reclaim her 
truant spouse, by showing him that the 
charms which he despises can make oilier 
conquests, 

I have already deplored, that the man- 
ners of the age are unfavourable to con- 
jugal fiddity ; not only on account of the 
comparatively slight reproach attached to 
what are too generally called the errors of 
the heart, but also to those habits of so- 
ciety which separate the wife and the hus- 
band, and those false rules of gallantry 
which direct him to bestow his attention 
on other ladies, and bef to accept the as- 
siduities of other gentlemen; for, though 
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these customs are not in themselves posi* 
tively criminal, they not only open a door 
to adulteryt but also afibfd the security 
and concealment which it desires. It 
seems but a step from the preferred 
cicisbeo to the favourite l<^er ; a male 
confidant and a gallant are almost ^- 
nonymous. Slander too, 1^ its prema* 
ture d^radation, sometimes accelerate 
the disgrace it feeds on. When an agreea* 
ble man becomes an intimate in a family, 
the mistress of which is young and beauti- 
ful, and the husband either engrossed 
by other pursuits, or n^ligent from in- 
difference, every gossip in the neigh- 
bourhood snuffs the approaching crinu 
con. ; and most unquestionably, the 
reputation of an intrigue has often pro* 
duced one. Many a woman has intended 
nothing more than to spend the hours 
of solitude agreeably, or to dissipate 
vexatious thoughts while she chatted or 
danced with the captain in public, or ad- 
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mkted his private visits, though her in- 
vidious acquaintance have put the oddest 
constructions on such harmless liberties. 
But the captain is most probably less pla- 
tonic than herself, and will soon convince 
her that she may as well deserve reproach 
as endure it. 

Let us, therefore, obey the divine ad- 
monition, and " abstain even from the 
appearance of evil." If we have drawn 
a blank in the lottery of life, let U5 
remember that we must not again try 
our fortunes. Yet though we cannot 
be happifi or even contented, we may 
be resigned. Faith and patience may 
obtain a serene triumph, though joy 
and gratitude do not swell a pxan of 
rapture. This is " not our abiding 
city:" pass but a few years, and all 
the pains and regrets that we now feel 
will appear but like d dream : we have 
it indeed in our power to make them not 
only durable but eternal : only add guiit 
H 3 
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to disappointment, and the load becoridie^ 
intolerable. 

I acknowledge that a young and sus^ 
ceptible wife, who feels her confidence 
betrayed, her love rejected, and her 
anguish disregarded, by her sworn part- 
ner and dearest choice, is exposed to 
a most severe trial: especially if the 
€old> the capricious^ the dissolute, or 
tlie tyrannical husband, be contrasted 
by the attentive, obsequious, and speci- 
ous friend. The best heart may so far 
iwander, as to wish that it bad attached 
itself to this amiable being, who seems 
so fully sensible of her injured desert 
Would to heaven that the much en- 
dangered fair one had, at this minute, 
the power to look into the bosom which 
she supposes to be the seat of evefy 
virtue ! She would then discover that 
'• all was false and hollow/* He is only 
acting a part which perhaps her recreant 
spouse may be playing in some other 



family; and as to marrying, If he had 
indeed met her before she iiad " been 
fast link'd and wedlock-bound," and a 
friend had questioned him upon the 
subject, he would have confest that nia-> 
trimony was a trade he never intended 
to deal in, except in the way of partner- 
ship. 

But may not the friendship of a. 
man for a married woman be disin- 
terested, and free from all base ii> 
tcntions ? Perhaps it may ; but if 
the parties are young, amiable, and 
in habits of peculiar intimacy, there 
is much cause to fear that such si- 
nister views may intrude into origi- 
sa) purity of purpose. If the friend be 
particularly solicitous to please, if he 
ever attempt to place the husband in an 
inferior point of view, cither by discover- 
ing his foibles or shewing his own superi- 
ority; kt thdady fly from the voice of 
the charmer, as she would from a lurk- 



152 

ing adder. But if the gentleman's con- 
duct admit of no suspicious construe* 
tionSj let' her doubt herself. If she 
perceive that this agreeable and dis« 
interested companion has made a deep 
impression upon (I will not say her 
heart, but) her imagination; if she find 
that he possesses a great share of her^ 
thoughts; if his unexpected absence 
make her uneasy, or if she be piqued 
by his attentions to other women ; let 
her be assured that this friendship is of 
too susceptible a nature to be cherished • 
with safety, and that she owes the renun- 
ciation of it, if not to her virtue^ at least 
to her peace of mind. 

The general adoption of continental 
manners having driven our sex from the 
strong-holds of.decorum, no wonder that 
.we have voluntarily abandoned the hill- 
fort of jealousy. It was indeed an ill- 
chosen and untenable post^serving rather 
.to exhaust ourselves, than to $ubdue the 
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enemy. No woman, who now pretends 
to the name of fashionable, could for- 
bear smiling at my supposing that her 
feelings could be irritated by a disco- 
very of her husband's infidelities; but 
though such nonchalance is thought 
to have a very genteel air, to me it 
appears more like want of principle,. 
than superabundance of equanimity and 
prudence. Surely there is nothing ab- 
surd in a lady's being distressed at 
the certainty that her husband lives 
in the practice of one of those sias 
which will exclude hinifrom the kingdom 
oiGodjaod if his over-nth'?igwi\l com^ 
pel her to stand gossip to his spurious 
issue, is it not better to perform that 
office with intercessive tears, than smiles 
of amiability ? The rage of jealousy is 
however, ill suited to a woman. We 
cannot cast off our offending partner " a, 
prey to fortune ;" and for our Children's 
,sake, if not forourown, we should prefer 
>' S 



(he nominal protection of our hus- 
band to positive alienation. It is^ 
most advisable, therefore to restrain 
our curiosity, when we suspect that 
the gratification of it will produce 
distress. If the decencies of public 
manner are preserved, let us resolve 
never to attempt to discover what 
our husband carefully conceals; and 
Jet us spare him the disgrace of de- 
tection, which oftener conquers shame 
than sin. By studying to please him, 
and by conscientiously endeavouring to 
perform our own duty, we shall have 
daily opportunities of contrasting the 
loveliness of virtue with the deformity 
x)f vice ; and unless he is indeed repro- 
bate, and lost to grace, this opposition 
must make his evil courses uneasy to 
him. If we are compelled to see his 
misdeeds, let us notice them more as sin- 
cere christians, than as revengeful women; 
'artfl show the sinner, that while we weep 
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and pray for his crime, we caiK^rac- 
ttce the law that we acknowledge and 
forgive the injury. 

In some cases, indeed, passive sub- 
mission is impossiblej I mean where the 
libertine glories in his iniquities, and 
boasts of what is his disgrace. Former 
ages would have supposed it was impos- 
sible that a man should expect his wife 
to visit or counienance his mistress; but 
the annals of the great world tell more 
than one example of such abominable 
depravity. Let the young lady who 
shudders at the possibility of such a pro- 
posal consider, that as it can only come 
from a hardened profligate, steeped to 
" the very hips in vice," the way to avoid 
it is, lo resolve never to venture on the 
more than Herculean labour of reforming 
a rake J lest, after having given him 
puch a proof of her want of true delica- 
cy, he should think himself jusliGedj at 
H 6 



•soxnt future period, in requesting ber to 
.set him down a( the door of a brothel. 

Suspicion is often a spontaneous pro- 
duction in the minds of women who 
have more aflfection than judgment ; 
and surely, if Love ever designed 
to commit suicide, no baleful drug 
could be better adapted to his pur- 
pose. The sufferings of theses self- 
tormentors, who are ever bewildering 
themselves in a maze q{ doubts; ton- 
structions, and discoveries, open an am- 
plejfield for the conwc muse ; but I cannot 
think that Colman has done it justice in 
hb character of Mrs. Oakly, in the "Jea- 
lous Wife.*' He seems to have designed 
to make her fond of her husband, and 
a gentlewoman ; but in the warm colour- 
ing that he bestows on her suspicions, he 
loses sight of his original sketch, and the 
vixen predominates to such a degree tha^ « 
we turn from her in disgusts and the 
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dcnoaement, though designed to be 
happy, proves mortifying. 

We will now direct our attention 
to those trivial disputes, arising from 
petty causes, which frequently inter- 
rupt, and often destroy conjugal com- 
fort. Asy in the case of our husband's 
gross faults, we must beware of per- 
mttttng our male acquaintance to en- 
gross too much of our attention; so^ 
in his lesser peccadillos, let us refrain 
from opening our hearts to a Jemale 
confidant. Married unhappiness, from 
whatever cause it springs, should never 
be suffered to meet the eye of others.; 
nor must we, for the sake of covering 
ourselves with the glory of patient 
suffering, expose our wedded partners 
to reproach; which the world will be 
gQod-natured enough to remember, when 
wc have entirely forgotten that it was 
founded on our own testimony. A 
zealous but indiscreet friend has often 
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ruined the peace of a young couple, 
who had no other fault than lively pas- 
sions, and would have gone on with 
quarreh and reconciliations for their 
whole lives, alternately supremely happy 
and intensely miserable, had not some 
worthy confidanjt convinced the lady 
that she deserved a iar better fate. 

Here let me earnestly entreat the 
young wife not only to confine her 
sorrows to her own bosom, or to intrust 
them to some very dispassionate ^nd wise 
counsellor, but also to refrain from 
swelling mole- hills into mountains. Let 
not her regret at perceiving some hu- 
man imperfections in the master of her 
heaTt sink so deep into her fancy as 
to convert a fallible man into a har- 
dened reprobate. If the error be ve» 
fiial, let her pass it in silence; at least 
till she shall have sufficiently ascer* 
tained the ground on which she stands, 
to.enter with safety on the difficult task 



of monitor. In all petty disputes, let 
her avoid the least shadow of exultation 
when she gains the victory: nor must 
she often expect concessions; which, 
when made, she should endeavour to 
soften, and receive them rather as a 
favour than a right. Recrimination must 
ever be avoided, and all references to 
former faults. The otFences of another 
are no justification of our own; and 
what has been passed over and forgiven, 
must not be brought forward on a fresh 
provocation, 

The best way of avoiding domestic 
contest is, for both parties to resolve never 
to attach impr ^ance to trifles; but this 
would be requiring too much from our 

^ "fallible nature ; the nerves of feeling are 
alike tremulous at the touch of pain and 
J3leasure; and as trifles are the source of 
most of our joys, they must also produce 
the majority of our sorrows. We will 
then advise (and the counsel is not only 
archiepiscopal, but proceeds from one of 
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the first of Brlti h worthies*)y that llie 
gentleman and lady should never wear 
the fool's cap at the same moment A 
philosopher might suppose that this 
precept is not im.praciicable j. for it 
seems p si ble, that of two human beings 
one may be in possession of common 
sense > and yet whoever know& the world 
luust confess, that only a very sanguine 
expectation can look for uniform com- 
pliance with this rule; for, however 
galling the cap of foUy evidently seems 
to the person who first puts it on,, the 
affectionate partner cannot keep from 
tzti^ghig -at it till he has stretched it 
wide enough to admit bis own noddle 
also. Perhaps, therefore, matrimonial 
jars, like storms and tempests in the 
natural world, may be morally necessary^ 
to prevent that absolute stagnation in 
the connubial atmosphere which ge- 
nerates indifference, the apoplexy of 
love. 

* Archbishop Craiuner% 
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We must, therefore, (except among 
those very Iiigh-bred people w!io cart 
sting each other with smiling suavity and 
graceful politeness,) allow a little ivholc" 
some contention. We will now suppose 
tlie combat overj the gentleman sul- 
lenly stalking along the library, and the 
lady in tears in her closet. It wili now 
be acknowledged that both have time to 
reflect i and I sincerely hope that their 
thoughts will not be so far engrossed 
by the cruel usage they have both en- 
dured, as not to recollect that a foot's 
cap is very uneasy wearing. Whoever 
makes the first effort to throw it off 
recovers the title to superior wisdom. 
Conciliatory measures are first expected 
from our sex ; and I pique myself upon 
this tacit acknowledgment of what I 
have always pleaded for, the intrinsic, 
though not ostensible, superiority of 
jvomen. In some of the uneasy mo- 
^jnents which precede the remo\ a) of tU« 
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above* named incumbrance (which is apt 
to stick as close as the tunic of Nessus), 
the indignant lady may perhaps com- 
pare her situation with that of some 
other happy wife, and her tyrant with 
some attentive indulgent husband. If 
the herself be a woman of prudence, it 
may happen that one of her own ac« 
quaintance, immersed in similar dolours^ 
^may at this moment be drawing the 
same conclusions on her apparent fe* 
licity. The proverb says, ** There is an 
♦* anatomy in every closet, and they arc 
** the wisest people who keep the door 
*Mocked;'* and, let us ask ourselves, 
when we are admitted to such an inti- 
macy in a family as to peep through the 
Key-hole, have we ever failed to discover 
this mournful vestige of frail humanity ? 
In respect to the attentions which a 
wife ought to show her husband, these 
should rather be guided by his humour 
than her own, While some mea con^ 
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sider constant solicitude as the proof of 
love, others are disgusted by what they 
call " fuss and faddte." Men of strong 
sense and stern tempers are generally 
averse to whatever wears the shape of 
importunate care; and their estimatioq 
of their wives rises in proporrion to the 
strengthofmind and self-command which 
they possess. A woman should be par- 
ticularly cautious of giving such a hus- 
band reason to despise her ; they are apt 
to under-rate our sex.and impressions are 
generally deep as well as lasting on such 
minds. Whoever, therefore, is bound 
to a mate of this description should al- 
ways aim at the possession of his estcemj 
and if she gain this point, I would re- 
quest her to conquer tlje natural sus- 
ceptibility of her sex so &r as not to 
be pained at the omission of those atten- 
tijns on his part, which, though mostly 
considered as proofs of affection, are over- 
looked or disdained by people of th» " 



stamp, not through ill-nature, but from 
a turn of mind that wiU not allow them 
to, ascribe importance to trifles. Suck 
men are most capable of steady uniform 
affection^ aod if their general conduct* 
give proof of this, a wife is not delicate 
but fretfuly who losments herself and 
her good man because he has> not learn*^ 
ed lo lisp' in the language of adulation^ 
Ror to move iu. the prescribed fotm. of 
heedful tenderness* 

If in these circumstances it becomes 
eur duty to bind the iron malt ei for- 
titude on our J)osom^ so> in the case 
of our being wedded to a Inan of quick 
sensibility, refined imagination, or timid 
temper, it is equally incumbent on 
us not to wound his feelings by our 
levity, carelessness, or indifference i for 
in this light we must consider any 
habits which endange?^ his repose* A 
mind that is formed in this mould 
is not unapt to mistaike fastidiousness 



for feeling, and only to suppose it- 
self very delicate when it is provoking - 
ly capricious. I will however acknow- 
ledge, tbat this is not genuine but 
pseuds-sensibility. It is by this affected 
acuteness of perceptiooj this nicety of 
(listinction,Ehat the domestic tyrant often 
CKCUses his extravagancies j that is to 
say, he makes ail around bim miserable* 
because too many adjuncts enter into 
his idea of happiness. He cannot, like 
true sensibility, enjoy it in the rebound; 
nor, like benevolence, produce and 
cherrsh it in his own tranquil bosom. 
Heaven and earth must combine their 
influence to procure and rear the frail 
exotic i and when at last its flowers ex- 
pand, and hope seems to touch the point 
of fruition, " a cursed east wind," 
or " an infernal shower," scatters its 
glowing petals, or wets its fragrant dust. 
Every one knows that a gentleman of eX' 
quisiit sensibility/ cannot iae comfortable 
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in an east wind, or a wet day; and in 
such excruciating, though not uncom* 
mon circumstances, a poor wife is but 
in the situation of a Lapland witch, 
who is constantly anathematized by her 
customers whenever the weather proves 
unfavourable. 

< As submission and observance do but 
confirm the malady of these gentlemen, 
which, whatever mental or physical form 
it may affect, I take to be the right sore 
disease of self-sufficiency and self'-lo e e ; I 
sincerely wisif the small remainder of 
the antient breed of "• bonny Cathe- 
rines,*' that ca7i still be founds might 
be so disposed of, as to give them the 
opportunity of exerting their animating 
energies in the cure of these wayward 
Petruchios. The horrors of hypochon- 
driacal conceit, fretful irritability, or 
moody melancholy, might be dissipated 
by the necessity of silencing a well-played 
tsonorous female alarum. For, as these 
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sitferei-s are apt to forget that there 
are any other people in the world ex- 
cept themselves, or rather to suppose 
that the things they see moving around 
them, though apparently men and wo- 
men, are really only blocks, automatons, 
and dumb waiters, such a peal as would 
pierce all but " the dull cold ear of 
death" may rouse them to recollect their 
social duties, and consequently make 
them happy. Observe, in this case, I 
tolerate scolding, not because (as some 
witlings maliciously assert) it is salubri- 
ous to the health of the lady, (for I am 
convinced it must always be inimical to 
the tender feelings and nice suscep- 
tibility of woman,) but as the only 
means of restoring the gentleman to con- 
valescence ; and a good wife, like our 
pious Eleanor, mu^t not refuse to draw 
the poison from her husband's wounds, 
though the operation be both distasteful 
SD^ dangerous. 
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If a woman be blessed with a coH« 
sort whose tru^ and hobte tenderness is 
free from this vile adulteration -of sel- 
fishness, let her show her valoe of her 
fair heritage by gratitude and content. 
Never let her impose upon real sensi- 
bilky, nor pain indubitable affection, by 
capricious trials. Does her husband 
anxiously endeavour to promote hfr 
happiness, surely it must be her chief 
delight to show him that she is happy. 
Is he kindly alarmed at her indisposi- 
tions, and agonized by her distress ; she 
will never, {ov the sake of gratifying her 
vanity by a useless display of her power, 
affect the languor of disease^ or the 
mournful aspect of grief. In proportion 
a^ she perceives his apprehensions for her 
to be tremulously alive, she will endea- 
vour to acquire that patient fortitude 
and strength of mind which is not mascu- . 
line, but angelical. It ijs to be lamented^ 
that these Phoenixes of husbands often 
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fall into the hands ofartful women, who 
estimate their worth, not according to 
its intrinsic value, but as it is a mar' 
ketable commodity; and transform what 
was intended to present the liveliest 
portrait of human feUcity, into the per- 
verted homage which gentlcneps offers 
to caprice. Such ill-sorted pairs make 
one listen to Dr. Watts's conjectures 
respecting the disastrous dispersion of 
souls, which happened as the appoint- 
ed partners took, their flight to tliese low- 
er regions. 

I.will mention but one other peculiarity 
of temper, and that is the choleric, which, 
unless it be indulged to a very wild ex- 
treme, is supposed to be most easily ma- 
naged. It is unquestionably, infinitely 
preferable to quiet moodiness or mclan- 
lancholy peevishness. Wecan stoop tolet 
the rushing whirlwind pass by us, know 
ing that it will soon spend itself, and that 
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I peace and sunshine will succeed this 
apparent . disMutton of the elemieotsi 
but who can stand the continual bi- 
tings ** of Zpqibla's frost,'* or th^en- 
ervating moistjure lof Darieri's »4>utrid 
swamps, witho\it material injury? 'No 
one betray;^ his sex's high prerogative 
so much as the passionate man ; even ^ 
in his very storm he merely scatters 
the seed of rebellion; and his infant- 
girl calculates what play-things papa - 
will give her to make it up with her .when « 
he becomes good again. Power Cannot ' 
h& secured Ipy^ the discovery of an assail- 
able post. Jf the bridle be held witha * 
steady hand, obedience is uniform ; btit^' 
as depressiom constantly succeeds over- 
exertion, he-whoc alternately curbs high, 
and rides, with a loose rein, can never pre- 
tend to the praise of good horsemanship. 

r 

Few men are in a greater state of sub^ 
;)eclion>not merely to their wives/ JbKit 
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sho f6 their domestics, than they who 
frequently break out into extravagant 
fi^s of phrcnsy. 

After having reprobated with so much 
severity those fashionable habits of sepa- 
ration which lead to conjugal infidelity, 
you willwonderto hear me say any thing 
against the opposite error, of too close 
domeslication; but extremes are always 
reprehensible. Very few admonitions 
on this head will suffice; for what the 
Romans supposed of patricide is here re* 
alized i the fault is so rare, that prohibi-* 
tions seem superfluous. 

Every objection to individual seclusion 
from the world, as that it is likely to form 
the unsGciil temper of misanthropy, and 
to introduce unpleasant habits and con.- 
tractcd notions, may be urged against an 
idea which sometimes adheres to a very 
affectionate couple beyond the honcy- 
oioon; namely, that each being to the 
other a world, the rest of their species 



atetothemnoa-etHibes*. AveryrvteU^toUt 
tale, called ^^ Variety^", was puUiahed 
about thirty years ago'on this subject, t 
forget its author, am} ktiow not nv^ether 
it was much f ead ; bat the moral was 
worth regardii^ A young, amiabieratxl 
much attached pair set out with the idea 
that they could not havetoo much of eadi 
other's society. loprocess^of time, bow« 
ever, this exquisite feast of the flow of 
soul,being<:onfined to only two standing 
disbesyjosesits relish^ and after a yawn-» 
ing.eyeniog, the husband iciformshisxidfe 
that he suspects ^^they tivedaomuck to^ 
getAer:** A cousin Jenny is now intro- 
duced^ who eQlirenfl them with l/>ndon 
anecdotes:;, ami the tender pair rtuAve^ 
fora tiaie, to quit the retirement which 
.tb^ have so tpassionatdy preferred^ and 
esteemed the bower of bHss, and tiy if 
thegreat world will. n(^.make themafi&Mif 
happkr. The journey, is described in na- 
tural and humorous^colours ; they plunge 



not in vice, but in dissipation; they 
meet but rarely, and then with indif- 
ference. Mutually alarmed at this change 
(tor their hearts are not vitiated), they 
determine to keep one evening dis- 
engaged to examine the cause; and, 
after & little investigation, the hus- 
band decides that " tfKj/ live too much 
asunder." 

The application is anticipated. Occa- 
sional intervals are necessary to make even 
pleasure please. A man should come to 
his own fire-side as a weary bird does to 
his nest, not as the captive to his prison. 
The breaks into the domestic party must 
be regulated by external circumstances as 
well 33 by internal taste. If they are too 
frequent, simple delights and family du- 
ties will loose their attractions and their 
influence. If they are too rare, satiety 
will deprive us of our relish for what 
we should enjoy to the last moment 
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of our liresj and our notions wilt be 
«8 contracted as the circle in which 

wc:mov*. . . w . 

The duty of a wife^ as the regulator of 
domestic expence^ has been anticipated 
by some former observations^. I' have 
nothing more to say on this head, than to 
prescribe peculiar caution in the article ef 
personal expenditure. Great expense ki 
dress can never be justified in a matronj, 
unless she, by that, complies with the 
whim of her.husband, or with the par/i« 
,€ular claims of his situation, rank, or for- 
tune. It is the undoubted duty of every 
woman to pay especial attention to the 
station that her husband holds in life. 
lio error is more frequent among vulgar 
women, than to appear ashamed of the 
employment from which they derive their 
opulence. Every attempt to deck it out 
in false importance, or to disguise its^real 

♦ Sec Lettca: «di 
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nafcre, is an indicatron of a liltle mind,'. 
equally weak and unprincipled ; for 
surely we are unjust to others when 
' wc force ourselves into a rank to which 
we have no • proper pretensions. No 
employment can be discreditable which 
15 pursued with honesty and industry; 
the shame attaches not to the sia' 
tiaii, but to the individual, who, by 
his attempts to escape from what he is, 
betrays a secret conciousness which 
degrades himself more than the pride of 
his superiors. The ingenious mechanic 
is as respcctabk in his own rank as the 
statesman or gentleman in theirs. — Butl 
am wandering to another subject. I will 
now confine myself to advising women to 
scorn all false pretences, and never to 
hope that high-lived company wilt afford 
cither ad vantage or pleasure to her, whose 
ticket of admission depends upon the as- 
sumption of borrowed honours. Should 
any personal or local advantages procure 
14 
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hit such dittiQClkm» let ber not tir- 
^sh it by sophisticating the amiable 
jpimplicity of nature. Th« stolen .plume 
ti^ an esquire will not shade vulgarity ; 
a^d the petty dealer and chapman will 
betray his littleness, though buttoned 
up in this fespectaUe garb of a «icf^ 
chant. In every rank e£ lift, propria 
iff of condtjict» and stdtatnlity oi xsojk* 
ners» command and also inspire, rstpeei^ 
The bumcMor of the times makes these 
xeflecdons peculiarly necessary to femaie 
vanity, which, wilb the fdly to which 
vanity is ^ver subject^ relinquishes real 
£br artificial distinctions. 

Beside the duties that we personally 
owe to a husband, there are often some 
mediate bbligations which arise from inar« 
riage, if his parents survivci they extend 
to us the claim of paternity, and we owe 
them the same expressions of respect and 
habits of observance as to our own im- 
mediate progenitors. Ti^ office of a step« 



177 

mother is proverbially odious ; and oiii 
observations on life favour the opinion, 
either that it is too great a trial for 
virtue, or that it is a situation in which 
merit cannot meet with due returns. 
There are, however, a few happy excep- 
tions to this melancholy conclusion; and 
we may, on the whole, hope that a sin- 
cere disposition to act rightly, 'guided by 
a sound judgment,, will in this, as in all 
other situations of life,' -cnable-us to 
acquit ourselves, of this delicate -task 
with conscientious impartiality. ' We 
may -observe, that the charge is volun- 
tiirilj/ undertaken ; and liiey whose duty 
it is to^perform it must remember, that 
after it is accepted they are no -lunger 
free to choose. The relative tieaappen- 
dant to wifehood Arc as Indissoluble as 
the connexion on which they depend; 
and if difficulty, inconvenience,' or dis- 
like, were admitted as reasons for our 
neglecting our positive duty, evert/ Qb-' 
1 5 
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ligation might easily be evaded. Did 
stepdames and their adopted charge mu- 
tually consider themselves' as insuperably 
bound to each other, disagreement would 
be prevented from ripening into disgusts 
by the powerful restraint of self-interest. 
Married people seldom hate each other, 
till they hive ruminated on the feasibiUly 
oi separation^ 

Beside these very close connexions to 
which marriage frequently lunds us, it 
generally introduces us to others that 
are more remote.' t Considering what 
human nature is, we should not san- 
guinely expect friends and admirers in 
the relations of our husband. }f this 
happen to be the case, we should 
bless our good fortune; but it is too 
rare to justify conYplaint when we do 
not possess the good opinion of our new 
kindred. If they are not our enemies, we 
must be contented ; and they seldom be- 
come so but through our own fault. The 
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suggestions I have already given respect- - 
ing the preservation of family politeness 
and good breeding, are stilt more indis- 
pensably requisite in these adopted ties; , 
for here habit will not restore the affec- 
tion which has been interrupted by a 
sadden quarrels it will be lucky if na- 
tural forbearance ever permit the un- 
necessary- wound to be skinned over by 
cool civility. If conjugal affection prompt 
the husband to forget thtclaimsof blood, , 
a conscientious wife must feel great self- 
reproach } but, if 'he espouse the cause 
of his kindred, she is then indeed a . 
wretch.'-. As' a preservative. from- these 
evils,' let her guard against being too 
enrly or too intimately familiar with 
them; a fault into which Our sex is too ■ 
apt to fall.' I do not mean that we should 
keep at a distance from our husband's fa- - 
niily; but that ourintercoursewith them 
-should be regulated bya J/nV/atte^^U? ; 
to those rules of good-breeding and cau'-'- 
I 6 
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tiQQ whkh we^observe to strangers. Thr 
rule is reciprocalt and should be observed 
by both parties^ 

We have now reviewed the conjugal 
state, and will sum up the requisites for 
happiness. We will suppose a. pair unit- 
ed- by preference^Kr blessed with easy for-^ 
tunes and enlighteaed; mindSj^ free frofn 
the cravings of immoderate appetite^, 
aod unscourged by the remembDa^ce of 
past misdeeds i we must also add; eo* 
dued not only witii^ nooral but. with 
christian^ principles, which? are the only 
sure foundation of rectitude of condu<;l 
and peaoe of mind; We wtU not require 
that nic^"" accordance of temper, or of 
taste,, which would forms tallies,, not. 
companions;, we will limit our requisites. 
to general suitability and mutual for^ 
bearance. Expense shall be regulated 

■y. 

rather by the moderate desires of teoape-* 
ranee and sober propriety, Ihan by the al- 
ternate reaction of parade and necessiJ^ 



We will admit variety and festivity intO' 
the circle, as oEcasional guests ; but we 
must insist, that cheerfulness and good- 
humour shall be coasfanlly present : at 
least, if we allow them to be occasionally- 
indisposed, we must always have them. 
within. call. Let health join the party i- 
at least, let not hopeless sickness or ex» 
treme agony intrude;. and you have all' 
the enjoyments that this world affords.. 
Poetry has painted the charming portrait,^, 
and, I trust many hearts can testify,-, 
without exaggerated colouring; I allude-' 
to the welL-known lines of the bard of- 
nature and moral purity, ," But happy . 
these, the happiest of their kind," &c. 

And next to these, happy is she.- 
who can reconcile her mind to a less 
enviable lot, by. remembering that we 
ail enjoy infinitely more blessings than 
■we. deserve ; . and that afflictions are . 
the merciful chastisements of the AU' 
flighty, to lead us to a region of in«.- 
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cffablc happiness, of which the fanrest 
human copy can be but a dark imperfect 
outline. Every wish respecting this 
world should be limited by a reference 
to, and acquiescence in^ the will of 
Mim wha knows what is best for us ; but^ 
m the world which is to come, our desires 
may largely expatiate. Whatever your 
temporal lot may be, may it serve to con- 
duct you to the native regionsofharmoBy 
and love ! 

Prays your affectionate friends. 
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LETTER Xm. 

Oil the Duly of Mothers. 



MY DEAR MISS M— 



Xhs maternal character generally- fol- 
lows (he conjugal J the subject of this 
letter, therefore, is predetermined.' You 
will here, as in my former epistles, be 
more disposed to expect moral and 
. practical than scien'tific and speculatire 
- observations. I. am too conscious of the 
limited sphere to which my remarks are' 
bounded, to presume that I shall be 
able to present you with a. well-digested 
system on education and family manage- 
ment. Indeed, systems on this subject 
are so apt tu mislead, that my first ad- 
vice to a sensible young mother would 
be, 10 disregard them, and to trust io 



184 

AO other rale than her affectionate tea* 
derness, restrained and stimulated by 
religious principle. 

Education is become a most fashiona- 
ble study^.and has attracted the atten* 
tion of many voluminous writers. The 
dangers to which we Bm now exposed 
are, that we shall grow too theoretical^ 
that we shalt attribute too much to 
edueatf&n, and too little to gmcat that 
by incessant * discipline we shaU fa^ion 
automatons instead of characteis *^ . or ^ 
that excessive care will defeat its object. 
When we consider with what avidity mo^ 
thers devour every hint on tlie. subject 
of juvenile instruction, we «eexn required 
to felicitate theage on its moral improve-c 
ment; for, .unquestionably,. I need not 
preface the desultory remarkse contained 
in this letter by stimulating the maternal 
reader to fulfil this duty to her rising 
offspring. And yet, if we reflect on 
the t Ufa that education has .taken^ we. 



may find cause for alarm at this univer- 
sal rage for disciplining the youthful 
hope of Britain. Surely it is better ta 
let a garden run wild than to plant it 
with hemlock and nightshade; in the 
former instance, it will produce useless 
weeds, in the latter noxious poisons. 
I have formerly shown* that infidelity 
and immorality have not been unsuc- 
cessful in their efforts to Intpoduce their 
destructive tenets, under the specious 
pretext of improving the human race. 

The greatest error that wc can com- 
mit in education is, to limit its views 
to this world j and this must be the 
effect of every plan which discards the 
basis of our holy religion. No matter 
whether by a strict adherence to rule 
and system, and by diversiBed and 
well-digested studies, you form an in- 
telligent philosopher, a polished phi- 
Janthropist, or a lovely attractive crea- 
• Sec Letters 5lh and lOtli. 
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•turej the iirst business of- every me-* 
tfaer h to rear^ff ft child of God, a men* 
^rb^.of Cbrifl|». and an mheritor of 
^^vthe. Idngdom 0t h^avem'* Deistioal. 
morals never can accelerate this *» end, 
and morals frotti which cbriitmnity is 
systematicailly excluded must bedeisUeaL 
This extraordinary^ this avowed a^d 
radical defect in ^' Practical education^" 
may perhaps proceed from the authors' 
confounding christian sects with. <Jirlsr 
tianity itselfa and as they meanltnot to 
'Xecommend any particular religious so* 
ciety to the preference of their readers, 
they thought themselves obliged to with* 
hold from their theory the only :invin* 
cible barrier to vice, and excitemen&.to 
virtue. Nay, so delicate were, they oii 
this bead^ that even the obligations which 
may be derived from 7^/^/ra/ religion are 
not alluded to, nor one poor hop^ of an 
hereafter afforded,, to teach the. reader 
tbat he, i$ less mortal than his fellow* 



worm. This mistake (if it really be a 
mistake to call all religious persuasions 
by aiiiame denoting unnecessary division) 
ma.y teach us the extreme danger of 
that wcllsounding liberality which re- 
-commends indifference to particular 
.forms; since it seems probable that we 
shall soon lose all regard for the siiB- 
atance of religion, by pretending to keep 
ourselves independent of all parties. 

The next error in. education seems 
to be, the pains that are taken to make 
instruction wear such an agreeable har 
bit, that children may be cheated or 
played into learning, rather than obSged 
to apply^to it as a labour and a duty^ 
as was formerly the custom. This me- 
thod may form n-any intelligent in- 
fents, and some conversible men and 
women; it is to be doubted whether 
it will ever make a sound scholar; 
aod we have seen it produce pert 
babies and coxcomical adults. But the 
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freatest' danger iriies from tlie meni^ 
bjury which the charteter mayteceivfr 
by being thus early habituated to 4a 
only such things as are perfeetfy agree* 
«ble» 

Combined whh this error^ are the ob^ 
jects to which this premature iofastoti 
<if science is directed. We aim at finflb 
opening the uncterstanding; surdy our 
chief attention should be paid to tbQ 
temper and the heart. Of «U infimtior 
graces, alfectionate 6tmpli<n^ ^asd iiK 
^enuous playfulness are the most attrac- 
tive; k is to, be feared, that a vtvy eadyv 
course of philosophical expenment» and 
scientific scrutiny, must raiyreis this 
pliant mass of docile imitatioB wi^ a 
irery differeat cast of character, How^ 
^ver we may be amused with what is 
called a well-cultivated child, if it has 
lost the diffidence and credulity (shall I 
not say the endearing folly ?) of its age, 
we rather consider it with wonder thaa 



detiglit. The fruits of autumn can* 
not properly mingie with the snow- 
drops and violets of early spring ; the 
painter who sliould combine them 
would become unnatural: time and 
place are what constitute beauty and 
agreeatJeness. 

But if we only regret a want of diffi- 
dence in what is called a welt educated 
child, or young person, we must have 
seen very little, or observed less. Diffi- 
<knce has almost universally exchanged 
places with confidence. Unhappily, pa- 
rents give too much proof that it is 
vanity, rather than affection, which in- 
■duces them to bestow so much culture 
on tlieir offspri-og; for they rarely rest 
satisBed with their attainments, unless 
they are ^hown and admired. Thus, a 
child who excels in any particular spe- 
cies of knowledge lives in a constant 
state of acquisition and exhibition, and 
treasures in its plastic memory the easily 
5 
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comprehended language 6f praise* Ad* 
dress always implies peifect self-pos-^' 
session, and at the mature periods df 
life the want of it is a matrifest disad** 
' vtanlage. £ut a child should be con* 
sidered as a feeble being who runs to ; 
your bosom to be cherished ; not as ati 
accomplished gallant, who challenges 
your tindcTstanding hy a display df 
his finished . graces. The bhish rf^ 
simplicity and surprise^ the naiVet^ 
0f ignorance, even the teat of terrpr> • 
or the stru^le of occasional wayward*; 
ness, impress the affections more for* 
cibly, than the cold propriety of an 
artificial puppet, moved by the mre^f 
of discipline under the inspection of 
vanity. 

In addressing my own sex, I must' 
particularly attend to its errors. Ex^ 
eessive affection is one of the most copi- 
mon faults of mothers, and is gene* 
rally apt to predominate among those 
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amiable women who employ themselves 
wholly in 'ibeir domestic duties. A 
confined sphere of observation natu- 
rally makes them believe, that the 
*' dear little creatures" to whom they 
cheerfully devote their lives are as inter- 
esting to every body else. Now, as 
this species of idols, in populous coun- 
tries, are even more numerous than the 
gods of the heathens, it may be sup- 
posed that our friends have all got 
their hearts pre-occupied by domestic 
Lares, whom our " dear little creatures" ' 
cannot dispossess. Whenever, therefore, ' 
we introduce our darlings into com-; 
pany, we should pre\-ious1y teach them' 
tiieir inferiority. We should assure ' 
them, that it is a condescension in 
tiieir elders to -notice them, artd that 
it -is rude (or, with your leave, I will 
use the old word naughty} either to 
interrupt conversation, or to intrude 
upon any who are so kind as to com- 
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mtnd or amuse them, longer than tbey 
are desired so to do. The pleasure of 
E social part)r niust be entirely spoiled 
if these rules are not adhered to; but 
a more important consideration arises 
from the effect which a contrary prac« 
tice has upoiv the temper and disposi^ 
tion of the child. You lay the fiiunda* 
tion of that overbearing chaiactert 
which is no less opposite to female gen** 
tlenesst than to manly greatness of 
soul; you introduce the germ of 
coxcomical impertinence and self^^con* 
ceit; above all, you create the neces* 
sity of extraneous amusement^ which 
is in a moral sense a fault and a lam* 
fortune. A child that is not much ac« 
customed to be talked to> or played 
with> soon finds out a method of mak« 
ing itself happy. It is amaaing in 
an age which professes to pay so much 
attention to all kinds of early cultures 
that we should neglect the simple rule gf 
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suffering want to sharpen invention. 
This was the foundation of Rousseau's 
system, but he pushed it to excess, 
I qaote an authority which is very 
dear to me, when I say that " ntore 
** children are spoiled by <yoer attention 
" than by any other method.** Many 
men express an apprehension of mar- 
rying an only daughter; being per- 
suaded that the temper must be hurt 
and the character rendered fantastical, 
by having been the sole object of 
parental solicitude, which in this case 
often becomes idolatry. Children, whe- 
ther many or few, who have been ac* 
'jcu^tomed to be watched over with this 
species of anticipating, preventing, ever- 
wakeful care, only spend their early days 
in acquiring expectations, which will 
^nfit them for the part they have to act 
in their remaining years. Extreme cau- ' 
tjon respecting health, though deserving 
)of censure, is far less injurious than that 

VOL. HI. X 
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^Hcitude which enervates the mind. 
The tender mother who sends ** her 
yelvet-capp'd, fur-envelop*d'* boy from 
the warm nursery, to encounter the 
cuffs and rebuffs, the heats and colds 
rf a great school, has but exposed 
krm to the danger of a hectic or a 
broken bone, the usual consequences 
of early fragiHty and inactivity; from 
which robustness and alacrity are the 
only preservatives* But if his mimJ 
be also enfeebled by the ohservancey 
if not the indulgence^ of his perverse 
wayward humours; if importance be 
attached to all his motions; if pro- 
'^^ideat affection anticipate all his 
wants, and all his words aixi actions 
seem worthy of admiration and re- 
cord ; how will this ill-fated child, 
when arrivedat maturity^ feel himself ia 
a world where every one is either self 
engrossed or his competitor ? The victiiB' 
q1 irritable sensibility, whom I descri* 
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bed in my last letter, is general- 
ly thus formed by maternal supere- 
rogation to toimcnt liis future wife, 
and to create misery', needless contra- 
diction, and sla\ish subservience for 
tiie unborn. 

But wholly confining rhildren to tlieir 
nurseries is no cure for self- importance, 
l)i!cauEe ill that domain they generally 
reign sovereigns; and from knowing 
that they occupy cheatteinion, and com- 
mand the services of all around them, 
that egotism is fostered which it is most 
desirable to subdue. We shall learn 
how lo act by our children, from attend- 
ing to the purposes to which education 
should be applied. Us first aim is. to 
make us good christians, its second to 
prepare us for performing our social 
duties. Let us then, as soon as possi- 
ble, introduce those habits which are 
most useful, and those sentiments whicli 
ate uiQst just. Let every child be in- 
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strutted in the full meaning of that 
popular hymn of Dr. Watts's, which 
begins with this admirable reflection: 

Whene'er I take my walks abroad. 

How many poor I see! 
What shall I render to my God 

For all his gifts to me ? 
Not naore than others I deserve, . 

Yet God has given me more, &c* 

I do not mean merely with respect 
to devotional or charitable impressions, 
but also to its own trivial consequence 
in the scale of animated nature. No 
idea is more fatal to the future im- 
provement and happiness of a child, 
than undue self>consideration. Who- 
ever has a strong propensity to this 
error in infancy, will require more 
management than any other disposi- 
tion, because a mother must not 
only correct him but herself; for 
she must carefully hide from him her 
own affection, and endeavour to watch 
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over Viis safety, and improve his good 
qualities, with the unseen ministra- 
tion of a guardian angel. As extra- 
ordinary acuteness often accompanies 
this high sense of desert, it will be 
in vain to seek to subdue it ' by 
telling him that he is a little weak, 
helpless, unworthy object, and that 
it is the benevolence of his attendants 
and friends which induces them to 
relieve his wants: the urchin will soon 
discover that mamma idolises him, 
that her eye follows all his actions 
with silent applause, that she devotes 
herself and sacrifices her comforts to his 
convenience, and that the imperative 
manner for which she chides him is 
a/terzvards spoken of as a token of the 
dawning of a distinguished character. 
School is the most effectual cure for this 
malady in boys; and though much has 
been said to recommend domestic edu- 
cation for men, it still seems doubtful 

K 3 
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urhcthcr its moral advantages are suf- 
ficiently evtdent to counterbalance its 
vnavotdable defects, inrhich arise from 
the want of the tocnpetiton and col- 
lision tiiat produces fcMtitude, enter* 
prise, decision, aftid energy, and (to 
speak cotrseiy but strongly) jostles 
every person into 4iis proper place* 
Ctiildren (tf untainted by vice) are 
the best correctors t)f eacb others' 
&4alrs; and we rarely &ee those who 
have been much sechided fromplay*- 
fellotvs, wad brought up mth their se- 
Biofs, who do not contract (besifdc 
great self opiriioiiated:oess) a tqiaaintness 
of eirpressioft, aftd an art(fi4:i4il maa- 
ner, which after the period when every 
•ort of prattle is pleasing, becomes 
disgusting aFKl impedes their progress 
in the world. 

If a mother would endeavour to com- 
Hfiand her own feelings, and to practise 
a sort of concealed attention to her 
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yo'jng trliarge, her watcbfulaess will an*- 
swer the most beneficial purposes. Her 
cliiltlrcn may sport around her, while 
to then) she seems engrossed by a friend, 
by her work, or her amusements; from 
which she appears only casually to with- 
draw her attenlion, to correct a fault, 
or adjust a iJiffevence. Such interfe- 
rence will eradicate their natural errors 
without introducing artificial ones. If 
she can conduct them to the age of 
adolescence with healthy bodies, docile 
tempers, just notions, benevolent hearts^ 
and firm minds, she has performed the 
essential parts of her duty. Whatever 
instructions may be superadded will then 
stand on a sure foundation. If she be 
judicious, she will not aim at reducing 
their characters to one prfsCrihed stan- 
dard; she will suffer nature to send forth 
its vigorous slioots, and will only uiui at 
pruning its e;icessive redundance, cut- 
K 4 
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ting off its oblique branches, or eradi- 
cating its disease : in other words, prin- 
ciples should be introduced, and habits 
formed ; but the original bent of cha- 
racter (if not vicious) should be suf- 
fered to Remain. Indeed, nature gene- 
rally imprints it with too powerful a 
hand, for education to efface the impres- 
sion ; and where we have so much to do 
which promises success, and requires 
diligence, we should avoid embarking 
in useless labours. Let her not be to5 
anxious to form an infant Crichton; she 
will act more wisely in proportioning the 
stream of information to the capacity 
of the recipient^ than by drowning the 
judgment through the flood-gates of 
memory. If she appeal to experience 
and general opinion, she will find that 
they do not report favourably of the 
permament produce of premature blos- 
soms. It is extremely difficult to gratify 



exalted expectation; and nature seldom 
evinces lier full powers, but when 
slie lias been permitted to let the sun 
of manhood, or even the rough winds 
yf autumnal life, " ripen the noble 
growth of thought." I fear these ob- 
servitlions will be unpopular, especially 
at this period, when fantastic taste, 
in its search for novelty, demands an 
impossible combination of contrary qua- 
lities ; and, by preferring what is 
wonderful to what !» exhilarating, hur- 
ries genius into absurdity. 

The female heart is apt to pant for 
distinction; and wc must not wonder 
that this passion acts with full force in 
a near connexion, which being removed 
one degree from ourselveF^ diminishes the 
appreiiension of error, and relieves us 
from the reproach of selfishness and 
vanity, even while we indulge those 
suggestions. Moist mothers fiish that 
K5 
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their sons may possess talent, and their 
datighters beauty. Johnson has exposed 
this *' vanity of human wislies" in ;a 
tnost impressive manner, by describing 
the misery incident to their attainment. 
But how rarely is the desire granted ! 
Aow few of the human race a;t dis- 
tinguished for mental or personal ex- 
cellence \' — Common characters form the 
mass of society. Tell me. Is the ad- 
mired science of education, which mo- 
thers ^tudy with ^uch avidity, cd^- 
culated to correct the faults and im- 
prove the virtues of these jordinary, but 
laseftil, fray important beings ? Mock- 
ing- birds are numerous in the forests of 
America; and parrots and cockatoos 
almost nuisances in the West India 
islandis; bu't even poetical imagina- 
tion speaks of the phoenix as " one 
sole bird." And thus it happens in 
the hu4.^an species, genius is seldom 
seen, but coxcombs are a numerous 
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itice. Tbe model of the Mediccao 
Venus is rarely equalled by living sym- 
metry; but we meet txiany aym|phs> 
whose looks tell us that they are self- 
appointed rivals of tlie Cyprian QueeA* 
If to the probability of disappointment 
we add the severe discipline to whkh 
genius and elegance must &ub(t>it, ere 
they can hope to reach that standard of 
perfection which confers celebrity, and 
consider how often fear will deject hope, 
and defeat compel the disastrous com- 
petitor to retread the painful steps of 
instruction ; surely mothers would act 
most wisely, by limiti.ig their wishes 
to a sound mind^ spated in a sound 
body. 

But among the misfortunes of juve- 
nile life, that of being the beauty or the 
wit of our own family seems most la- 
mentable, because it is least apprehend- 
ed. Yet surely, to be the object of 
partial affection, and' scci^st envy, .is 

K 6 
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sufficient to rouse the apprehension of a 
Susceptible mind; especially when we 
Consider^ that this evil assaults us at z 
tiffie when our judgments afford us but 
little ballast, to keep us steady in this 
wild whirl of contrary passions. A 
great deal of natural good sense and 
agreeableness of person has thus been 
early perverted by vanity and affecta- 
tion, and rendered odious. Let a mo- 
ther endeavour to teach all her chil- 
dren, that the plain path of life is not 
only the most safe and easy, but also 
the most respectable. She need not 
fear that her admonilidns will prevent 
real genius from exploring an untried 
xoad, through whose oblique paths it 
may be safely guided by its own un- 
extinguishable lamp. A mind that 
feels its own powers can not be restrained 
from its pursuits merely by being told 
that they will be to them difficult to ac- 
complish; but we may binder folly from 



205 

settingout under tlie guidance of that wilt, 
o'the-vvisp conceit, and thus preserve 
it from being immersed in the quagrnire 
of ridicule. Some tempers want en- 
couragement ; but to the majority of 
the human race in civilized states, the 
curb is mere necessary than the spur. 
Tliis is right, and most unquestionably 
all the purposes of Providence are right 
and wise. General indolence would be 
more fatal than general enterprise. A 
country may revive after a storm ; but 
inaction is political annihilation. The 
miseries of savages proceed from that 
indolence which keeps them savage. 
But I am wandering from my subject. 
]n this busy age, busy either in pro- 
curing the means or indulging in the 
act of self-enjoyment, we are not often 
called upon to stimulate the rising 
generation by teaching thctn to set 
a high value on their endowments. 
Those theories of education must 
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be fundamentally wrong, which flaftef 
the foibles that parental vanity is too 
apt to foster. Our children ( I speak 
of them as washed in the laver of 
regeneration) are " inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven ;" but stipremacyy 
or even superiority^ in this woild can 
be the lot of but few. Instead, 
therefore, of labouring after early in* 
telligence, let us build every im- 
provement on the sure foundation of 
humility of mind. Extensive know- 
ledge has never stood firm when placed 
on any other superstructure. Instead 
of forcing that literary taste which 
cannot possess any real discrimination^ 
let us eradicate that fastidiousness 
which conceals a reluctance to be 
pleased, under the air of extraordinary 
delicacy. It is delightful, to see a 
child enter with all its soul into simple 
and natural amusements congenial- to 
its Age. We may hope that an en- 

7 
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eigetic and independent mind will 
remain, when time has corrected its 
early errors : fo pursue its sports, 
therefore, with an avidity bordering 
upon extravagance, is pardonable. But 
find me a child who is soon weary of 
what it longed for, who dislikes ra- 
ther than disputes with its companions, 
who wants you to contrive its plea- 
sures, who sickens with ideal disgusts, 
and finds a thousand circumstances 
necessary before it relishes amuse- 
ments, and I shall foresee in that 
child the capricious husband, the fret- 
ful wife, or the useless hypochondriac ; 
though, perhaps, th^ partial parents 
solace themselves with air-built cal- 
culations on the future products 
of its imagination, science, and refined 
taste. 

Many systems of education are so 
impracticable, that it seems absurd 
to attack a fabric w^ich its very plaa 
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proclaims can never 'be erected. This 
impossibility does not, however, at 
first strike the speculator who at- 
tempts to realise the plausible vision i 
and it is not till after much useless 
expense of time and labour, that 
the mother discovers that an adherence 
to the prescribed rules will deprive 
her of all society, and indeed pre- 
clude her from discharging any duties, 
but those of teaching and watching 
her little ones. We must observe, 
that the conjugal and social character 
is most intimately blended with the 
maternal, to which the filial and 
fraternal are also frequently added. 
The theoretical instructor, who requires 
a mother to be the constant com- 
panion of her children, will render 
her such a wife as will drive most 
husbands from their own fire-sides, 
such a mistress as will suffer her 
household to run into disorder, and 
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such a neighbour as every one wHI 
avoid. Beside, it generally happens, 
tlial a family, if at all numerous, re- 
quires different exertions of maternal 
care, corresponding to diversity of age, 
dissimilarity of pursuits and occu- 
pations, a more infirm state of health, 
or some peculiarity in their future 
destination. In this case, what is 
to be done, but to sacrifice what is 
least to what is most importaiit, to 
attend to the general outline rather 
than the particular filling up, and* 
after having regulated the heart and 
the temper, or, in better words, hav- 
ing sown the seeds of divine know- 
ledge, to commend the event to 
God by humble prayer-? A steady 
course of regular sober guidance has 
this advantage over elaborate tuition, 
that the mother who adheres to it 
is less apt to be disgusted by ex- 
treme exertion, and coniequenlly haa 
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not that temptation to abandon her 
design ; and if she aims at but little, 
perseverance will produce an ampler 
harvest than can result from the ca* 
pricious labours of overstrained but ua« 
equal exertion. 

A writer on the subject of education^ 
who is deeply impressed with the depni* 
vity of the lower orders, recommends 
it as expedient, and even supposes 
it feasible, that the children of i 
family should be preserved from ali 
communication with servants. She does 
not particularize by whom the servile 
offices which childhood and infancy 
require arc to be performed ; aod she 
confesses, that there must be some 
architectural alterations in our dwellings^ 
before our domestics and our offspring can 
be so barricadoed from each other, that 
the latter shall never catch a contami- 
nating glance of the former. Maugre the 
presentment of bricklayers and carpenter^ 
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which / may justly apprehend, and 
though I suspect myself to he mueh more 
aristocrat ical than the ingenious sug- 
gester of this exlraortiinary precaution, I 
enter my strongest protest against a mea- 
sure, which wouk! only tend to increase 
the animosity now unhappily subsisting 
between masters and servants, and con- 
firm (I speak plainly) their mutual guil- 
tiness. A hou\i systemalicallj/ excluded 
from the elaborate treatise tiiat I allude 
to, would have taught the writers, that 
*' the rich and the poor meet together, 
and that the Lord is the Maker of them 
all.'' A wicked servant cannot corrupt 
a child who is earli/ endued with good 
principles, unless parental neglect puts 
it into the power of the dependant. 
Let a mother, by good-humouied not 
wearisome tenderness, and inviolable 
fidelity, make herself the confident, and, 
as much as her duties will permit, the 
'associate oi her children, and she need 
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not fear that their mmds will be vitiated, 
during the short intervals in which she 
intrusts them to the care of their at- 
tendants. She will find her children 
rather improved than corrupted hf an 
occasional intercourse with orderly do- 
mestics, provided she strictly forbid ty- 
ranny and impertinence on the one part^ 
and flattery and improper indulgeace 
on the other; and the best mtthxxi ta 
have this command obeyed will be, to 
impose no whin^ical restrictions, and 
to eradicate the first symptoms of do- 
mineering arrogance. Our minds can 
never acquire that capaciousness which 
our future commerce in life requires, 
by only mixing with one order in so- 
ciety, or imbibing one train of ideas. 
The narrative of a nursery maid*s early 
life, a description of the wants which 
rendered her cottage hearth dreary, of 
the exertions wliich relieved those dis- 
tresses, and the simple pleasures which 
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diversified thnse labours, related in Hie 
impressive language of nature, would »f- 
ford an excellent lesson to a wayward 
girl, who is dissatisfied and petulant 
without even discovering the object at 
which her craving desires point. But I 
am afraid that my imagination has trans- 
ported me to pant times, in supposing 
a menial, \a a genteel family, possessed 
of frankness and good-sense enough to 
enter into a conversation that would, be 
fatal to all those inherent pretensions 
to elegance and independence, which 
our well-dressed liand-maids universally 
claim. The just inference which ought 
to be drawn from that lamentable cor- 
ruption which has perverted the origi- 
nally benevolent and useful institution 
of servitude, into a system of espionage 
and chicanery, is, that mistresses of fa- 
milies should again attend to their duty 
as such, — not that they should endea- 
vour, by the adoption of fanciful schemes. 



214 

whosef extravagant impracticability dimi- 
nWhes their danger, to sever what God 
has bound together by the strong tic 
of mutual wants. For let us recollect, 
that wealth and poverty, weakness and 
strength, authority and subservience, 
power and dependance, are not bestowed 
as blessings, nor inflicted as punishments^ 
upon the Individual, nor are they con- 
fined in their operation to tlie immediate 
self. They are distributed among man-> 
kind with a view to general benefit. 
The soul of the mistress is not more /«- 
trinsicallij valuable, than that of l^r 
handmaiden, in the eyfs of God ; her 
nature is not less corruptetl, nor is her 
ultimate destination more exalted. Each 
has her appointed station in the great 
drama of life, and each is accountable 
ibr-her conduct in discharging her re^ 
lative functions. Shall ue really im- 
prove the human race, by impre^ing the 
^amp of pride on the flexible bcajrt of 
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youth ? Ciiildren, unless carefuliy re* 
strained, soon conceive improper notions 
of the inferiority of those whom they 
see appointed to minister to their wants: 
but surely no restraint, no admonition, 
would be sufficient to preserve the feel- 
ings of humanity in their liosoins, for 
a race of beings from whom they per- 
ceive llicmselves hi-dged and separated 
by barriers invincible even to that strong 
bond of mutual necessity, which ur^ites 
frail and feeble humanity in serviceable 
intercourse, to the interruption of which 
(or rather to perveried communication, 
arising from every rank forgetting its 
due situation) the alarming increase 
cf democratical manners must be as- 
cribed. 

Suffer your children therefore, in early 
life, to cultivate the benevolent affections, 
by acts of kindness iind endearing atten- 
tions to your domestics, as well as to each 
ether; and thus eai'ly habituate them to 
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the discharge of one branch of the «• 
tensive duties which they owe to fhcif 
neighbours. This essentially differs from 
close intiniacy, which is seldom benefit 
cial to either party: but should you be 
so singularly fortunate as to .possess a 
servant of tried integrity, bring up your 
children in the habit of considering such 
a one as an hereditary friend, who is en- 
titled to the protection and good-will 
of all the branches of the family that 
they have faithfully served. Such treat- 
ment would induce servants to be faith- 
ful and regular, even on self interested 
motives; and certainly it is a reward 
to which they are justly entided, and 
should be especially required from those 
to whom their services in early life 
were particularly devoted. In old age, 
in sickness, or when they labour un- 
der the pressure of calamity, our ac- 
tive kindness is strictly due to tbpse who 
ministered to our infantine wants^ or 
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who served the necessities of our more 
advaaced life. Besides these great calls 
on duty, there are a thousand little 
engaging offices, which children should 
be encouraged to perform to those who 
are about their persons; not from 
the selfish motives of procuring im- 
proper indulgence, but from disinter- 
ested good- will. Servants, however, 
like all other inferiors, are very dan- 
gerous confidants; those who have not 
sufficient intelligence, or who do not 
thoroughly understand all the relative du- 
ties of our station (which those who move 
in an inferior rank of life cannot do), are 
not capable of giving us useful council, 
nor have they firmness and independence 
enough to reprove us when we do wroug. 
They must, therefore, be at best useless 
depositaries of our secrets; and as it is 
most probable that they would confirm 
our vices by flattery, or enter into our 
views from a regard to their own private 
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advantage, their paitidpition or conoi- 
vance in our secrets is extiemely dan- 
gerous. No considciatioo should in- 
duce a mother to intrust her diildrcn 
with a servant in whom she has dis- 
covered a pn^iensitT for intrigue ; thor 
acquiring awkward habits firom an un- 
couth rustic attendant is compaia- 
tivelv of little consequence; vulgarity 
mar be unlearned: but to teach the 
Touthful mind hypocrisy will produce 
incalculable mischiefl 

It is a common fiult in the theories of 
education, that orie prescribed ruie is Iwl 
down, without attending to difierences of 
rank, fbftune, temper, and scarcely sex. 
Some of our sciolists have indeed ridi- 
culed al! coosidentionsof this last distinc- 
tion, and have determined, that till the 
age of pubenv boys and girls ought to 
have the same niode of instruction. Till 
society can be perj^uadcd to aiicr all ex 
micig iostitutioDS^ so as to render the of- 

7 



fices and duties of men and women 
exactly similar, it will be wise in us 
to adhere to the old mcttiod, which 
. was founded on reason and revelation, 
and has been sanctioned by experience. 
It seems advisable, that mothers should 
early endeavour to give to each sex 
the proper bias ; for, surely, fribbles 
and viragos are equally contemptible 
and unnatural. Let activity, energy, 
courage, ami enterprise, particularly 
mark the boys. A man who is de- 
ficient in these qualities can only be 
a negatively good citizen, and may, in- 
deed, be said to encumber rather thap 
streiiglheii the commonwealth. If we 
wish our girls to be happy, we must try 
to make them docile, contented, prudent 
and domestic. Man must range abroad 
ami forage fur his family ; woman " must 
look well to the ways of her household," 
and" bring up her children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord." The 
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|>assive virtues and the Christian graces^ 
are her natural dowry ; and surely a 
disposition which is more pecuiiariy 
calculated to bring forth the tree o£ 
life, cannot be considered as more 
steril than that firmer soil in which 
the tree of knowledge is most dis- 
posed to extend its knotted fibres. 
I heard an eminent divine cAiserve, 
That men are taught to be do- 
mestic tyrants in early life, by the 
^ injudicious conduct dL parents ; who 
^* accustom their bovs to expect such 
'^ obsequiousness from their sisters, as 
^' imprints their minds with indelible 
^ opinions of the natural intrinsic 
** superiority of man." ** lio not re- 
** gard what the girls say to you," 
is the common paternal precept; 
•* Do as Your brother bids you,*' is as 
frequently the injunction of the mother. 
1 do not wish to lave every family con - 
verted into a school of giUantij and chi« 
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valrous attention to women ; but surefy 
if ever the wise climax of seniority 
be iQverted, it sliould be in favour 
of that ses to whom the habits of po- 
lished life invariably assign precedence. 
But the protection and respect, which 
the weaker sex was intended to de- 
rive from these punctilios of decorum, 
will effectually be counteracted, if 
contempt be made one of the do- 
mestic lesiiona that are daily incul- 
cated in the family. SurelVr it would 
improve the boisterous schoolboy j if 
he were convinced tliat his manly 
dignity would be more unequivocally 
shown by promoting the happiness of his 
sisters than by burying their dolls, and ' 
putting pattens on their cals. Let him 
be taught (and he cannot imbibe this no- 
tion too early) that nature has designed 
him to be the protector and friend ofwo- 
raen ; and let every attempt to tyrannize 
pver or insult the femalesof his family 
1-3 
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be reprohaied^ as a mark of mean 
selfish cowardice ; not, as is too gene- 
rally the case, recorded as a proof 
of wit, spirit, and intelligence. If'mo- 
thers would but consider themselves 
as they really are, the guardians of 
the future generation of wives, the 
germ of domestic tyranny might be 
crushed in its bud. 

My views of life are too limited to at- 
tach much value to my private opinions 
when they require the confirmation of ex- 
tensive objjervation. 1 speak more from 
rellectingon abstract principles, and from 
a dislike of arguing from the abuse of any 
thing against its use, than from experi- 
ence, when I remark, that boys are more 
likely to make not merely shining but 
valuable men, by being early thFown 
into active life, and accustomed to the 
contrariety of character and concussion of 
interests which are found in schools. A 
lad educated at home begins the world 



223 \: ,. 

with all the disadvantages incident to a 
coafined view of the region that he is 
about to explore; and if he has had a 
very tender and very assiduous mother, 
there will be cause to apprehend, not 
only that fastidiousness or self-conse- 
quence of which we have already spoken, 
but that the timidity or efTeminacy of 
his manners may cast a ridictile over his 
moral puriiy ; which, when he comes 
to venture into mixed society, he will 
perhaps endeavour to obviate, not by 
the assumption of hardi/iood, but. by 
the qfftctation, or even the praclice, of 
vice. With respect to our sons, let us, 
then, be contented with watching their 
morals and correcting their tempers ; 
their male friends, who generally fix 
their destination in life, will model 
their minds and manners by a standard 
which, if not directly congenial to our 
ideas, observation and reflection will 
convince us, is more consonant to the 
part that they will be required to act. 
1- 4 
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But though our superintendence of our 
sons must probably remit after they have 
attained the age of adolescence^ our 
daughters will require our increasing care. 
To them our attentions will be highly bc- 
neficial, from their cradled infancy till 
we sink into our graves. If public" 
education seem most likely to form the 
active being that man ought to be, 
domestic instruction promises to intro- 
duce those habits which will prepare a 
woman for the retired part that she has 
to perform. A girl is, unquestionably, 
a more tender care than a boy 'y every 
error is more glaring, and comes more 
feelingly to our hearts and bosoms. A 
false step is here irretrievable. Man 
can triumph not only over slander, but 
in some instances over shame; but if 
the breath of calumny blow upon tha 
tender foliage of female fame, it is blasted 
/or ever. When care becomes so im- 
portant, surely those who^re most in* 
terested in the welfare of the precious 
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charge should undertake the office of 
superintendence* Unless a mother be- 
really unequal to the task of educating 
ber daughters, or so engrossed by other 
unavoidable duties that she cannot 
command the leisure which is requisite,, 
a boarding-school seems a less eligible 
situation for the early years of female: 
life than the paternal dwelling, I do^ 
not mean to cast an invidious or a. 
general reflection on the public in- 
structors of our sex, nor on the morality 
of their seminaries ; I hope the majority 
of governesses are conscientiously soli- 
citous to discharge their important 
trust, and that their schools are as 
correct as it is possible. for large associa^ 
tions of young people to be. The fault 
is in the manners of the age*, whicb ' 

* The defects in public education,, whether for 
boys or girls, can only be radically cured by a. 
change of manners in private families- 
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attach undue pre-eminence to exterior 
graces and accomplishments; and of 
course these must be cultivated with 
most assiduity; for the credit and the 
emolument of the mistress induce her 
to stimulate youthful emulation, not 
only to excel, but to exhibit its acquire- 
ments, and to pique itself upon its 
superiority. It must also be remem- 
bered, that a boarding-school does not 
present such determinative advantages 
to girls, as will counterbalance this essen* 
tial fault of fomenting that vanity to 
which they are unhappily too prone. 
The connexiofis formed by school girls 
rarely ripen into valuable friendships ; 
they do not reap that permanent 
advantage from opposition, or from 
observing diversity of character, which 
is necessary to those who must elbow 
their way through an opposing world. 
All the knowledge that is requisite 
for our sex may be acquired from 
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books, and from domestic observation, 
assisted by the judicious remarks of an 
intelligent mother. But, in giving this 
opinion, I am aware that many cases 
may be pleaded, where the impassibilily 
of properly conducting female educa- 
tion at home, creates a necessity for 
removing daughters from the maternal 
eye. This frequently arises from a 
diiEcuky of acquiring a competent share 
of those ornamental acconiplisliments, 
which cannot at this time be wholly 
disregarded without incurring the de- 
pressing feeling of inferior ill/. Ot two 
evils it is our duty to choose the least. 
Let the mother, who is thus circum- 
stanced, employ the intervals of school 
vacation in obviating the ill etTects in- 
cident to that raoLle of tuition. Let her 
repress thecbullitions of vanity, maintain 
the superiority of virtue over external 
gracefulness, and above all endeavour, by 
every means which her knowledge of her 
L 6 



228 

daughter's temper suggests, to recover 
that confidential intercourse, and endear- 
ing friendship, which these estrangements 
are apt to interrupt, and which is really 
the most powerful objection against send- 
ing a girl from what is the natural sphere 
of her duties and delights,, her own fa* 
Inily. 

A consideration of the painful disap^ 
pointment which plain well-meaning 
Inothers often experience, when they 
receive back their girls, polished inta 
impertinence, from some vulgarly ex- 
pensive school for young ladies^ makes 
one earnestly wish that seminaries for 
the education of youfig momen could 
be opened with any chance of success^ 
This leads me to a subject which,, 
though it requires the deepest con- 
sideration, is unhappily little attended 
to ; I mean, that education should be 
suited to the rank in life, the 
fortunes and the connexions of out 



children. To be reaUy more refined' 
than those around us is a misfortune,, 
and a fruitful source of unhappiness to 
a delicate reflecting mind. A good 
heart and a sound judgment will, how- 
ever, sweeten these bitter waters, by 
wisely and kindly condescending to bend 
to the gross capacities which it cannot il- 
luminate. But refinement is more fre- 
quently fictitious than realj and miss, 
despises her mamma, not because she is> 
more wise, but from her being a much 
greater fool, which state is indeed hope- 
less; for ignorance, simplicity, and hu- 
mility may be improved ; but affecta- 
tion and conceifi founded upon half in- 
formation, never can. 

Should we not be inclined to laugh at 
a mother who should bind up her child's 
feet and blacken her teeth, because it was 
possible she might marry a Chinese man- 
darin ? OrwhaCshould we thinkof cram- 
nung a girl with mllkand oatmeal till she- 
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grew to an immoderate size, because 
the Bedouin Arabs estimate loveliness 
by the ton weight, and fill their harems 
with female porpoises? Yet if these 
nymphs were to be immediately shipped 
off for Canton, or sent to discover the 
centre of Africa, we should allow, that 
these would be prudent provisions for 
their establishment. Do French, draw- 
ing, dancings music, skill in dressj 
and all the pretty train of little graces 
and diminutive airs, which are so sedu- 
lously inculcated on the daughters of 
inferior tradesmen, yeomen, and me- 
chanics, p7vmis€ to be of more real ad- 
vantage to them, than if they had spent 
their time in learning the customs and 
adopting the habits of remote nations i? 
It is but just possible, that they may settle 
in a rank so much above their own as^to 
prevent their accomplishments from being 
both inconvenient and ridiculous. Agood 
education (in this perverted sense of the 
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word) is now too common to give dis- 
iinctian to its possessor. 1 see so 
strongly the very serious consequences of 
this worse than fooli'ih, this insane pre- 
dilection for acquircraenia and manners 
which give to their possessors, if in 
humble life, a meretricious rather than 
an engaging appearance, that I fear I 
weary you by my frequent reprehen- 
sion of this increasing rage for imitative 
gentility. 

There is a high and exalted destination 
to which every chrisrian mother should 
direct her offspring to aspire. Let us all, 
therefore, studiously cultivate the graces 
of the heart ; and in so doing let us not 
forger, thai as they are the properest foun- 
dation for agreeable manners, so piety 
and virtue lose much of their merit when 
they reject the ei7t'r/wradornment of ami- 
able carriage. No station of life is pre- 
cluded from the attamuient of this crite- 
rion of true gentility. It varies, indeed. 
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with the circumstances of the person? 
with whom it is connected ; but whether 
it take the shape of refined politeness,, 
simple elegance, respectful attention^ 
modest civility, or blunt but friendly 
sincerity, it ever appears like the off-- 
spring of benevolence, and consequently 
is ever pleasing. 

An obliging accommodating disposi- 
tion, when it is not natural, may be formed 
by prudent attention to the manners of a 
person during their early life. A habit 
cf saying and doing civil things is indeed 
afterwards taught by their intercourse 
with the world ; but it is not merely ex^ 
ternal deportment, but the inward pria- 
ciple of urbanity,, that we should seek ta 
introduce. Fraternal love is considerably 
strengthened by preserving the laws of 
civility and decorum ;. and it must be a 
singularly amiable disposition, and un- 
common natural affection, which can re- 
sist the perpetual irritation of rude: 
and miorosc deportment. A harsh: 
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expression to a brother or sister should 
never pass unreproved ; a spirit of con- 
tention should be discouraged j envy 
and jealousy should be repressed by' 
every meUiad which reproof or exhorta- 
tion, punishment or reward, encourage- 
ment or disgrace, can alternately sup- 
ply ; and most of all, by a strict ob- 
servance of impartiality in the parent : 
for, if we suffer ourselves to be misled 
in our maternal superintendence by a 
spirit of favouritism, we take the surest 
means to ruin the temper and character 
of all our offspring, and to render our 
household the reverse of what called 
forth the rapturous exclamation of the 
Psalmist, " Behold how good and joy- 
" ful a thing it is, brethren, to dwell 
" together in unity!" Let it ever be 
remembered by [hose who have the 
charge of a family of children, that they 
. are forming asort of petty commoJittiffl/^A, 
which ought to preserve its reciprocal 
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connexion and federal union, as its sur- 
e.st preservative against the animosity and 
opposition of the contentious neighbours 
among whom it is seated. Trifling 
disputes, petty contradictions, habits of 
incivility, harsh expressions, and un- 
complying humours, create those ani- 
mosities in early life which frequently 
lead to that most deplorable of all dis- 
agreements, family dissension. F(H*, as 
kindred has power to brace the knot of 
friendship to indissoluble straitness, so 
it also possesses materials to kindle the 
never-dying flame of irreconcilable en- 
mity, and to render the occasional in- 
tercourse, which often must subsist be- 
tween the different branches of a family, 
a soul- harrowing torment to a suscep- 
tible heart, instead of a support in all its 
sorrows. 

It is, therefore, one of the first duties 
of a mother to endeavour, by exciting re- 
ciprocal affection in her family, to secure 
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tliem mutual friends and assistants, even 
to that extended period of life when, at- 
cording to the course of nature, she 
can no longer hope to niinistei to their 
wants and sorrows. To promote this 
happy end, she will (as I have just ob- 
served) be extremely careful to convince 
them of the equalKy of her own affec- 
tion to tliem all; dealing out her dole of 
kindness, not as personal beauty, lively 
parts, or ingenious talents shall dictate, 
but candidly and fairly, according to 
those estimable qualities of the head 
and the heart which, being powerfully 
seconded by voluntary exertion, are 
therefore praise-worthy. But, in exer- 
cising this duty, affection must occasion- 
ally reject the guidance of tenderness, 
and call in the aid of authority. We 
cannot wonder that the advocates of 
anarchy should erase filial obedience from 
the catalogue of virtues, and even deno- 
minate it prejudice and narrowness of 
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soul. But as this country is not yet re- 
volutionized; nor paganism established 
by law; while we continue to call our- 
selves Christians, wc must insist upon the 
indelible obligation of the fifth com- 
mandment; which, with its correspond- 
ing duties, has united the world in the- 
bond of social union for nearly six thou- 
sand years*. The pcrvcrsencss of our 
nature appears so strongly in that period 
of life which is kast under the guidance 
of reason, that every attempt to cdu*- 
cate* children on the principle of in- 
sinuation, collusion, or address, must 
be futile, and end in total disappoint- 
ment. Authority^ however, is not ausi^ 
terity\ and while I reprobate the alarm- 
ing tendency to domestic insubordina* 
tion which is apparent in the prevailing 
system of instruction, I by no means wish 

* Tbe fifth commandment is here spoken of as 
a republication of the law of nature, of which 
many vestiges remain in tlic book of Genesis* 
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for the unmodified resumption of the old 
theory, which imposed a continual re- 
straint upon child and parent, and chilled 
the exhilarating glow of mutual endear- 
ment. These extremes in management 
are alike fatal to that delightful inter- 
change of sentiments and wishes which 
should ever take place between parents 
and children. If [ insist least upon the 
mischiefs arising from over-severity, tt 
is not because I suppose them to be less 
fatal, but from their appearing less im~ 
minejil: general custom leans strongly 
to the opposite error. It sometimes 
happens, however, that the father of 
a family, either from partiality to the 
old school, or from the love of indul- 
ging his own humour, stretches autho- 
rity into tyranny, and requires not the 
obedience, but the slavish subservience, 
of his children. Mistaking the oppo- 
site extreme of wrong for right, the 
mother m this case is often so hurt by 
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tbc sacrifices which sybmisskm is obliged 
to make to C£ipricry that she endeavours 
to repair the icjuiy by the most en- 
dearing tcodemess and unlimited indul- 
genoe, Chiidncn thus educated arc 
roosily s}XMJed ; ther kara to hate their 
fiLther and to despise their mother; ibr, 
sad to saT^ such is the capriciocKness 
cf human naxuie, that vc air afarays 
inciiDcd to ur>dcT-Ta}ue the tenderness 
mhich requires do sacrinces^ and to fly 
fixMn the prcv5«iii§ kindness which 
cottn^ OCT acc^piXDcr, If the mother 
lhir:k> that ibe paTcrr^ rein is held 
w:th rcv^ >:rvrt a rxrc^ ,« ber Kcollcct 
t>;x; r»v^ ijooi cx:^ accr-^^ r-.xc i:n trziicotd 

Iv :>e rc/J^»i :v^^vrr :;r a iar::T; ncr 
OJi:^ ever:: cr* cif r:ja::m«i: fx::::: 5ta- 
K;.;> cc cr^:4c:c!r ix :i>^>c wbocn she 

\ ^vvxx* •xr^sic^ ^.ijoiasi;^ is not 
:!^?^"\Mk ^ ^H^ .v4^i> ^ K^-x. Sue dccocoa 
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a nonentity, and nothing can be so 
detrimental to domeslic good govern- 
ment as maternal insignificance. It im- 
plies the extinction of that intermediate 
power which should always subsist be- 
twten the sovereign and the subject, 
and which, when properly exercised, 
harmonises the whole system. Though 
indulgence generally springs from a better 
disposition than harshness, its conse- 
quences are more ruinous to the objects 
on whom it is exercised. The petted 
child is always the least promising of 
the family. 

Being adecided enemy to artifice, I can- 
not admit deception and contrivance to be 
useful allies in education, I fear little 
good has been done by attempting to 
cheat children into learning, and_I am 
sure that cunning is still less proper as an 
agent to form their moral character, I 
would entreat mothers never to lay traps 
for the integrity or veracity of their chtl- 
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tlren, all temptations and contrivances of 
this kind are not only unfair but danger- 
ous, and really tend to form knaves or 
liars. It is much better to prevent of- 
fences than to punish them ; and we never 
can correct with effect, if we know that 
we ourselves have spread the snare which 
we foresaw youthful indiscretion and pre- 
sumption could hardly avoid. ' Let us 
endeavour, from the earliest dawn of 
reason, to give our children good prin-- 
ciples. Let us, by discriminating de- 
grees of rewards and punishments, teach 
them early to diatinguish between chil- , 
dish indiscretions and vices, between 
talents and virtues. This will often lead 
us to censure what strangers admire, and 
to pass over what casual observers think 
extremely wrong; but by so doing our 
children will only have the faujts of their 
age, and will make up in simplicity and 
ingenuousness what they want in infor- 
mation and polish. When we have habi- 
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tuated thciii to a right way of thinking, 
let us appear to confide in the principles 
whicli we have established. I say appear 
to confide j for watchfulness must int^r- ' 
mit slowly,, and not resign its charge 
till experience has ascertained the pre« 
valence rf the good seed that we have 
so carefully sown. Uahappily, art and 
duplicity may have grown spontaneously 
in the minds of our children, though our 
own mode of proceeding with themi has 
been tnost generous^ and open. No« 
thing should be more ^severely punished 
in ^ child than deceit, or an attempt to 
appear better than if really is. I do 
not, by this, mean the mere habit bf 
excusing their faults ; this is the comr 
mon foible of infantine^ timtdtty,^ aiEid is 
rather increased than eradicated by 
severity. I speak of the assumption of 
good qu^itie^ and 'pretences to merit, 
which they do not possess. A child 
should never be suffered to praise itself, 

VOL, JIl. M 
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€v6n when it has rtally done well ; but 
some mark of approbation 2«hould always 
be bestowed on those who have sufficient 
generosity to commend another and tt> 
conceal tneir own deserts. 

It is the duty of a mother to study 
the characters of her children; and in 
this instance a sound judgment is most 
eminently serviceable, hct her not de«- 
termine upon a child's disposition by 
one or two instances ; character is varia- 
ble, and in the early years of life it often 
has no fixed or determinable feature. 
Hence arises the advantage of judicious 
culture, especially with respect to temper, 
which is frequently what the poet 
calls ** softened wax," Many people 
have been rendered irremediably petu- 
lant, vindictive, or suspicious, by 
improper management in their child* 
hood. Teasing what is called a bad, but 
what perhaps only means a very suscepti- 
ble temper^ is the surest means to sour 
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tliC disposition, and to introduce malig- 
nity and misanthropy. The remedy 
should here be applied to the judgment, 
which we should endeavour to strengthen, 
instead of wounding the heart. 3y 
showing a fretful child the little value of 
the trifles by which it is agitated, you 
may give it firmness ; but by suffering 
its playaiates to do what they know will 
vex and distress it, you confirm it in 
its weakness ; for peevishness does not 
exhaust but increase its own irritability 
by indulging it. I am now speaking of 
tuita/'al, not artificial susceptibility, 
and am supposing that you have not 
cockered your child into an impossibility 
of $eif- enjoyment. When peevishness 
really results from depressed spirits, it is 
better counteracted by affection than 
displeasure ; especially when it is entirely 
devoid of envy, and accompanied 
wit:h a sense of demerit. Capricious 
pwcnts are apt to confound obsti- 
H S _ 



.\inacy with firmness, though they differ al 
far as virtue ana vice can dp ; for, as i§ 
the case in; most other qualities of the 
human mind, pertinacity is fortitude 
jpusheji to excess. When we perceive a 
spirit pf r<$istance to our commands. 
Jet us, before we rouse to the defence of 
^ur impleaded authority, do the in- 
tractable child the justice to reconsider 
the grounds of his dissent, and the re- 
sonableness and propriety of our own in- 
junction ; and if we discover the error to 
have been in ourselves, Jet us beware of 
committing our supremacy and his 
obedience in future. Nonresistance was 
(as I before observed) the ruling error of 
past times ; the present, among its 
other improvements, teaches cs that 
jeason is the only foundation of all 
authority. Admitting the truth of this 
position, surely we must wait till this 
quality is disclosed before we can apply 
io its decisions. If we press the unii^ 
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grapc^. wc shdl not obtain winje^ bi^fe 
viJiegar. If we attempt to govern chiU 
dren by arguing them into propriety, be- 
fore their judgment can tell them whai 
propriety is, we shall make them pert, 
voluble, and refractory. In this system, 
they arc never to submit but upon con- 
viction : how very seldom wlH they be 
"Convinced, when their natural rductancc 
to yield is seconded by tbe^k)tefesU of 
some ii6werful inclination! Whbevier*^ 
has witnessed the triumphs of^reasf^n 
ever prejudice must have observed/ that 
continued attention wits necessary on^ 
onQ side, and ^^great closeness of ap- 
plication on the other. Let us now 
observe how children arguc^ or rather 
contend \ how opposite tl>eir questions 
are to the point in dispute, and how 
Soon they lose sight of the first ob- 
ject, and start some other wayward 
desire s and we must acknowledge 
that reason has very little chance of 

M 3 



f4ft 

gaining the victory, wben such disputaBts 
are created umpires. 

We will appeal to the understanding 
as soon as it ripens^ but this cannot 
be the case in early childhood ; and yet 
childhood must not be negkcted ; for> 
if we omit early culture^ vices and 
prejudices will overrun the untitled 
soil. Authority then must be the medium 
of instruction ; the parent must have 
a right to command, and the child must 
&el that it is its duty to submit. Aq 
infant under seven years of age question- 
ing the expediency of parental precepts,, 
would formerly have been considered as 
a monster. What would our Sydneys, 
our Bacons, our Miltons, or even 
our Lockes, (for that eminent an* 
tagonist of tyranny* was so staunch an 
advocate for parental supremacy, as 
not to allow a child to have what k 

* See Locke on Cducation,^ page 117* 
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craved or so much as asked for,) hare 
said to the plan of improving infantine 
intelligence, by allowing it to cavil and 
dispute with its parents and instructors? 
Would they have considered our modern 
prodigies as auspicious omens or fearful 
portents. 

As reason gathers strength, chil- 
dren should be taught to direct it 
against their own foibles, not to act 
it up as a judge to determine between 
their desires and our Uijunciivnsi 
much less should they be allowed to 
convert it into a censor upon our 
principles and mode of government. 
Early prohibition and correction should 
teach a child what are errors: whea 
reason discoversy>% they are so, she con- 
firms the dictates ofexperieoce. 

A forward child should never be suf- 
fered to obtrude upon attention. Stimu- 
lants are here destructive; they should be 
leserved for the diffident. Confident 
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children so generally engage th^ aN 
tcotion of strangers, and shy ones 
are so constantly neglected, that it 
must be very difficult for a mother 
to prevent the faulty of each from 
being ^confirmed whenever they arc 
brought into company. She may, how- 
ever, preserve her own mind from being 
prejudiced in favour of what rarely proves 
a lasting advantage^ and by pointing out 
instances wherein casual observers have 
judged wrong, she may prevent one part 
of her charge from being too much elated 
«r the other too much depressed, by the- 
accidental commendations or neglect of 
visitants. 

Injudicious parents take-the rgost likely 
means to prevent the improvement of 
those children in whom they discover ex- 
traordinary marks of genius and intelli- 
gence; for, instead of considering that 
theamplef the field thegreater cultivation 
it requires, they are apt tosuppose that na- 
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ture has done all for them, and tM 
we have nothing to do but aimiik 
the produce and put in the sickle. It 
is by slow degrees, by painful and 
progressive steps, that human inge- 
nuity ever can hope to ascend the 
heights of science or knowledge. No 
one was ever able to fly to the sum- 
mit of fame self-taught and' self-sup-^ 
ported; and the Icarus who attempts 
it will ever share the fate and the reproach 
of rash pretenders. Whenever a mother 
really discovers extraordinary talent fr^ 
her family,' lef her recollect that a dia- 
mond must be highly wrought trefore It 
will diffuse lustre. Genius is ofteqccoun- 
terbalanced by numerous disadVaotagcfcv 
To render it ablessing tolsociety, or to^ 
itself,, it shoulj^ be united to prudence, 
whom it generaHy disclaims, anrf,! musf 
kdd^ estranged from that very exquisite 
sensibility from which apparently it de- 
rites its energy,. Jt must be taught- ti 
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Ipeak in well modulated tones, or it 
cannot charm a fastidious age ; it must 
borrow the clear lamp of learnings 
CMT an enlightened nation will disregard 
its discoveries; it must enforce the 
principles of truth and goodness, or 
it will become a blasting meteor in* 
stead of a guiding ray. Contrarieties 
must be united in its composition^ 
the love of fame must be blended 
with native independence of minds 
ardour of pursuit with diligence in execu^ 
tion; ima^natton must mix with judge- 
ment ; impetuosity with self-command. 
Let die mother, who clear bf discerns in«> 
disputable proofs of mental superior! tyia 
her child, seriously consider the high re* 
$ponsibiIity which such a trust imposes 
on hen The £ital miscarriages of genius 
are generally ascribable more to the bad 
qualities with which it was united^ than 
to the opposition of envy and rivalship^ 
« even to the witherij^g mildew of oQ^ct; 
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Extravagance and carelessness are 
frequently concomitants of superior 
parts. Blinded by parental vanity, in- 
judicious motiiers seldom require any 
other proof of their children's talents^ 
than that they are disposed to say 
and do strange things, and have a 
total indifference for money. This 
latter disposition is scarcely consider- 
ed as a fault in youth; yet certainly 
it never can be the parent of true gene- 
rosity; for it is not benevolence, to give 
what we have not discovered to be valu- 
able. Whatever maybe children's rank 
in life, or prospect of fortune, it seems 
advisable t hat they should be early initiat- 
ed intopecuniary knowledge; not to make 
ihem peintriotis, but liberal, charitable, 
and proviilent, to the extent which their 
future expectations will justify. " Da 
" not squander what will relieve a fellow- 
" creature. Donot spend a/^ your allow- 
." ancc, lest you should be forced to act 
M 6 
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** mcjtnly or uncharitably, from the Tnca- 
" pacity of answering an unexpected de- 
.*• mand. Calculate the expcnce of what 
** you really want, and furnish the 
" necessary sum by abstaining froni 
** capricrou?5 desires. Remember, that 
" you will never hereafter reproach 
" yourself for not having indulged 
" your appetites: but that it .is a 
^^ sin to omit doing the good actions 
'' which you ought to perform.'* Surely 
these or similar precepts may be imprinted 
on young minds, without any danger of 
inculcating the horrid and unnatural vice 
of early avarice. Though thie proportion 
of a child's pocket-money ought to vary 
with its rank and situation, the allowance 
should never be profuse, because an over 
liberal supply is more likely to corrupt its 
morals than to stimulate its beneficence ; 
and though the entire sum should be 
submitted to its own management, inde- 
pendent of superiiitendance or control 



an intimation should be given, that 
this its little property really is an account- 
able talent, which cannot be wholly ap- 
propriated to the purposes of selt-enjoy- 
ment without great injustice to its fel- 
low-creatures. 

Willyou indulge me, in this place, with 
a few critical remarks ? Benevolence is 
a marked feature in the fashionable sp- 
tem of education; and a multiplicity of 
books are composed, whose professed 
aim is to awaken in the juveni-le mrnd a 
predilection for'the duties of liberality. I 
fear they tend but little to cultivate those 
principles on which its real value essen- 
tially depends: I allude to tales in the 
manner of Marniontel which attach ro- 
mantic sentiment and pcxnpous notoriety 
to actions that ought to be considered as 
tooordinarj/ ^nd indispensable to deserve 
record. Casting my eyes over a news- 
paper, I will extract the following anec- 
dote by way of illustration : " The em- 
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^ pcror Napoleon, when at Bricn^ey 
<* heard that an old woman still lived 
H who inhabited a small cottage in tbr 
-** middle of the wood, whither he ha4 
^^ frequently repaired, while at the milt- 
** tary school at Brienne, tjd drink milk.^ 
^ His majesty bent his way thither, and 
^ asked the old woman if she recollected 
^ Buonaparte. On hearing his name, 
^ the poor wonEtan fell at the empecor'^ 
** feet. He raised her up, anda&ked 
^* her if she had nothing to offer him^. 
^^ Milk and eggs, answered the old 
^* woman* The emperor took two 
^* eggs, gave the old woman assurance^ 
** of his £iivoDr, and left her a purse of 
•• gold.*' 

When our Saviour enjoined us not 
to let our left hand know what our xigKt 
hand did, he did not annex praise to 
ii^rmlity as its beatitude ; but he com- 
manded us to cultivate benevolenoe with 
privacy, and to expea its fruits after 



the visible frame of nature shall be de- 
stroyed*. These anecdotes predispose 
the mind to seek after a contrarious al- 
liance between charity and fame. A 
child should never be so far misled^ 
as to suppose that it is magnanimoue 
to do what it would really be ijjfa- 
,inous to omit. No merit should be 
attached to the resignation of superflu- 
ities, especially when the giver has 
pot imbibed any provident care for 
the future. In many ranks of life, char 
rity is accompanied by an act of self-de- 
nial which greatly enhances its value, 
, The hungry school-boy who divides 
his breakfast with a beggar, and runs 
away to avoid being seen by his com- 
panions, possesses the right sort of 
JQternal feeling, and only wants the 
christian principle to be superadded to 
give it stability. But if you bestow 
very high commendations on this action, 
* Compare St. UtUthew, ph. vi. ver, 3. aed 
cb. XXV. ver. 35, &c. 



or to Kis knowledge give it pubHcitf, 
you corrupt the ingenuousness of his 
nature ; and the next time he performs 
it, vain-glory will taint the modest sim- 
plicity of his deportment. Though 
candour forbids us to particularize^ can 
any one> who knows the world, avoid 
fearing that many of the deeds which 
we extol as the offspring of charity^ 
are in reality those indulgences of vanity* 
' znd ^^ostentation for which we, ougtit 
to ask pirdon of God? One precfe|i€. 
of Scripture deeply engraven on the 
heart does more to cultivate a ' hea^ 
venly disposition, than all the volumes 
which sentimental philanthropy ever 
composed. 

Feeling and sentiment are indeed too 
loose and indeterminate in their nature^ 
to allow us to build- upon them that 
massy pile of acceptable good works 
which is to endure through all eternity. 
A floiid description of distress, dressed 



up in the pomp of oratory, may accele- 
rate the tleslgn of public contributions j 
but it never can form the consistent 
character ofhabitii.il benevolence, which 
bestows its alms> not to relieve itself 
from the painful emotions of compa.s- 
sion, much less to purchase a sort of 
decent covering for its own sins, but be- 
cause it is commanded " to do good and 
to be ready to distribute." It neither says 
to the Almighty, " Why didst thou or- 
dain calamity?" nor does it blow the 
Pliarisaical trumpet, and call upon its 
neighbours to witness its distribution of 
alms ; but it stcretly deals out that dole 
to the unfortunate, which, thus bestow- 
ed, will be replaced by everlasting trea- 
sures. In these pretty tales, by which 
bounty is tricked out in adientitious. 
ajniableness, so much of L:auzy refine- 
ment and sentimental interest is hung 
around the obicct in dis re s. that tiie 
authoritative precept or *' feeding the 
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hix^ry and clotliii^ the naked,'' lie 
cause thqr are the servants of Christ, 
is overlooked in the czqmute ddight of 
iclieving indig^t beauty^ or ic^idin^ 
faithful love. While our children aie 
nurtured by this omammtpd chanty> 
this unstable offspring ot a vain ima^ 
nation, can wc vn>nder that the gjnce 
vrhich hoi) writ commands, AooU be 
lowered into a conmiutatiao far gross 
offences, or that we shook! often hear 
diose sins, which we aue expnsdf' 
told will exclude us fiom the kii^- 
dom of God, pdliated, if not justi* 
fied, because the wealthy cttcodcr is 
Terr charitable ? Charity, my dear youi^ 
ftiend. in the tme sense of the word» 
canoot subsist in the hart which is at 
eomiiY with God ; for charity b obedi* 
cnce to the comnundsof the Most High» 
and fidth in his pioouses of remonera* 
tmu 

To ittum to the SQl^ect ofcadf eco« 
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Komic habits, so much scouted, ant? yet 
so highly necessary to the generality of 
mankind ; few of whom are born to 
spend a fortune, compared with those 
who must improve or acquire the means 
of subsistence. Though I profess to 
abstain, in this letter, from what is 
called scientific instruction, i must re- 
commend one branch of knowledge, on 
which sensible men ever set a great 
value in women j I mean, that every 
girl ought to possess a competent know- 
ledge of arithmetic. It is also desirable 
that this knowledge should be practical 
as well as theoretical ; that she should 
understand the value of commodities, 
be able to calculate expences, and to 
tell what a specific income will afford. 
These are excellent preparatives for a 
good housewife; yet, if they are ac- 
companied with espertness, and prac- 
tised with alacrity, the rudiments must 
be acquired in childhood. It may be 
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expedient to enlarge this sort of fchow^ 
ledge to a geneial acquaintance with 
the earnings of different trades and 
occupations;^ such information wilt 
not only prove an admirable ;tssistant 
to domestic management, but will be 
an intelligent guide to benevolence;, 
These acquisitions- hafve -a morat as weli 
Its a prudtntiat influtoce upon the cha« 
racter» and are beneficial in every rank of 
life. . ^ 

« It is observed by the great Johnson^ 
in a letter taone of the MissThrales, 
that ^^ a thousand stories which the ig-* 
*• norant believe, die away when the 
** computist rakes them in his gripe/* 
The science of numbers may there* 
fore bo resorted to, not only as a 
guiarvliAa tor prudence* but as a pre^ 
«civativc tjx>:n crevulitv; and what 
i* v>t iiiiU ore, co'^^cquencc, as a 
|>i>^Cvtion from ihe idle and vulgar 
iMilm ot tviing cxtnorAnary stories 



lis certain factSy by which we subject 
our auditors either to the rudeness 
of contradiction, or ta the pain of 
-disingenuousqess. Society is so gene- 
i'ally improved* in point of informa- 
tion, that .lying fabulists now want 
-the temptation to falsehood which the 
credulity of past times afforded; they 
cannot excite even momentary a^tonish- 
tlicnt. 

Neatness, regularity, and attention to 
the order and propriety of domestic con- 
cerns, so intimately belong to the female 
<lcpartment, that she who is deficient in 
these qualities is universally allowed to 
have relinquished all the lesser decorums 
of her sex, if not to give proof of 
such a light and relaxed mind as makes 
the virtues she really possesses seem ra- 
ther fortuitous than intrinsic. Most 
ranks in society require that industry 
shoiftld be added to this list of minor 
^jnorAls; « reUsh for occupation becomes 
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incumbent upon us all, not merely as it 
respects the advantage of others, but be- 
cause, unless we delight in being em* 
ployed, we must be unhappy. The ha- 
bits on which these valuable endowments 
are built must be acquired in childhood 
or youths They can never be superad- 
ded in mature age, without so muck 
force and difficulty as make the 
practice distasteful ; not, as it ought to 
be, in the highest degree gratifying and 
exhilarating to an energetic spirit^ to 
whom the dandling languor of slatternly 
indolence is misery. It is with r^et 
\vc observe» bow much the modern 
method of education has d^enerated 
from ibe practice of our ancest<Mrs in 
this instance ; and as a propensity to 
throw away time is a marked feature of 
thb age» it becoaies highly incum- 
bent on a mother to endeavour to 
reniiy the old notions in thb respect. 

Jjct her steadily eogifge her childfca 

6 



(her daughters especially), before stub- 
born will and inveterate habit are 
armed against authority and exhorta- 
tion, in a varied series of employ- 
ments, which inclination should some- 
times be allowed to select, but duty 
should more frequently prescribe ; for 
in future life they will probably find it 
necessary to comform to this allotted 
order of occupations. By teaching 
them to be self-aniused and con- 
tented with cheap common enjoy- 
ments and quiet pleasures, we shall not 
only render our girls more eligible 
as wives and as friends, but shall 
save them from the languor of ennuij 
fastidiousness, and all the long list 
of vapourish humours and maladies, 
'that fall to the lot of those who 
suppose discontent and refinement to be 
■synonimous. 

Firmness and steadiness arc essential 
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requisites in the character of a mother ; 
yet our sex is reproached with a defi- 
ciency in these T^spects ; and if the ac- 
cusation be deserved, we have another 
reason to acknowledge the wisdom of 
divine. Providence, in instituting the 
conjugal bond as a remedy for these, 
as well as for our .other imperfec- 
tions. Whenever a mother perceives 
herself slkling into irresolution, and 
indecision, let her not consider it as a 
characteristic of an amiable yielding 
temper, but remember that her chil- 
dren will discover it to be weakness, 
and thus gain an advantage over her, 
which more severe discipline canaot 
for some time obviate. Let her 
not suffer herself to be teased out 
of her ^terminations, even when she* 
is doubtful of their propriety ; the 
alteration in her plans must appear to 
proceed from her own leconsideration. 



and not from submitting her sense of 
Tight to their importunities. Mutabihty 
of purpose is the ruin of children, es- 
.pecially when it operates so far as to 
alter the syatem of education, to change 
■the school, or to deviate from the ori- 
ginal trade or profession to which they 
have been devoted. Nothing of this 
3cind should be done, but for reasons 
almost amounting to positive necessity. 
When our minds are wavering in these 
.particulars, we should consider that 
what is human cannot be perfect, and 
that objections may be made to every 
mode of tuition, to every instructor, 
and to every occupation; and therefore 
it is generally wiser to persevere in the 
course that we have engaged in, ancj 
endeavour to counteract the evils with 
which it is connected, than by a total de* 
Teliction of plan to unsettle the ideas of 
Qur children, and engage them and our- 
selves in fresh difficultiesi thus running 
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the hazard of d^endering incon^teot 
conduct and desoltcny habits. 

You have found me* to be a deter* 
mined enemy to all those innovatkniSp 
£UseIy called improvement8» which either 
tend to confound the orders in societ]r» 
or to rob children of that sobmissivi^ 
simplicity which is their most endear« 
ing quality. Tet beii^ hr bom wishii^ 
to recall those days» when coercion and 
terror were the sole instructors of youth, 
when docility consisted in silent acqui« 
escence^ and information^ like the Ro* 
man lictors, bore no insignia but the 
rod ; I readily admit, that a child should 
be assisted in the acquirement of clear 
ideas as soon as it can entertain them; 
and that just views of the world it in- 
habits should be presented to its ob- 
servation, when its powers expand be- 
yond the narrow range of individual 
feeling. This method of exercising the 
capacity of children is extremely differeat 
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&om cherishing a disputatious sceptical 
humour; for this knowledge will be 
conveyed In the form of preceptive in- 
structioD, not argumentative contro- 
versy. Such real cultivation is, in fact, 
the only cure to the vanity, affectation, 
and conceit which a premature exercise 
of the deliberative faculties generally 
engenders. To know our actual situa- 
tion Ln the world, is the best preparative 
for propedy discharging our ilutics; and 
nothing can so effectually preserve us 
from the delusions of error, as a ju^t 
sober way of thinking. Humble birth 
and iowly fortunes are no bar to tins 
kind of improvement; for we are all ra- 
tional and accountable creatures. Nor 
can it be objected, that these instruc- 
tions will consmne the time which should 
in such dependent situations be devoted 
to useful occupations : a mother, who has 
learned to think rightly herself, can cota- 
aiuq.icate those ideas to her children whUp 

N Z 



they are actively pursoi^g their -ordii 
callings*. The commonest kicidents 
of life will furnish an inteUigeot fmrent' 
with lessons of *^ ituxr^^rudenco,^* Which 
if rdatcd in ah agreeabk andinoprft^ 
sire siyJe, v^ill be ^ with deligl« te-^ 
ceived*'' •** Every walk/*- as tes *ec» 
cj^served by an inteUigsnt los&uetdr 6S 
childhoodt ^' may be c&veifed iftt» 
^ an easy kcture on the worits of 
^ natupti** and virhen (as should tiKt 
be the case) the pupti*s mind is led 
iicvMn sensible objects, aad viable events, 
to the unseen Authw and Conductor 
ot^ rJI things philosophical invcstiga* 
tk>n Ivrconv:^ what it oi^t to be, the 
hai^diuaid of xe^isr^oa. Manv sciences 
t^re rcwxi^mended to oar sex, liar dieir 
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utility in enabling us to form ckar and 
precise notions j and when leisure and 
ability will admit, the mother is use-- 
fully employed who instructs her family 
in every branch of useful or ornamen- 
tal knowledge. But there are some 
things which it is desirable to do, others 
which it is criminal to leave undone. 

It being the first business of educa- 
tion to prepare the mind for that war- 
fare with our spiritual enemies which 
will never finally terminate on this side 
ihe gravCj and in which the Christian, 
though sometimes overpowered, must ■ 
ever rise with renewed hope to over- 
come j let us, above all things, en- 
deavour to equip the destined combat- 
ants " in the whole armour, of God." 
Let us give them not only a thorough 
knowledge of their duty, but carefully 
exercise them in the practice of it ; 
teaching them to act always upon Chris- 
tian principles, and to view every event ■ 

N3 
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through dbmtiaQ opiics. This can* 
BOC be dooCy unless we make them iati- 
matelj comrefsant with the truths of re- 
Tclaf iod; aad surclj no hngizsgie cm be 
so proper as that which the Spirit of God 
employed to iostmct mankind^ and of 
which we possess a soffidentlj ^thfiil 
tnmsktiofi* in our Ki^Ksh Scriptures. 
Let me strongly urge ererj mother to 
make her children adepts in both the CMd 
and New Testaments. Merely leadii^ 
them is not sufficient; they should be 
taught to reflect and converse upon sacred 
subjects, as the only way of clearly un- 
derstanding what they peruse. By the 
use' of BiUes with marginal references, 
she may accustom them to illustrate pre- 
cepts by facts, and to connect £icts with 
precepts -, the type and its antetype may 
be shown together, the pr(^hecy and its 

* On the fidelity and otlicr exceUcncies of our 
English Bible, see iLe bishop of lincohi's Ele- 
ments, voL \u He calls it *' a most wonderful and 
iuconiparable work/' 
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fulfilment, the promise and its accom- 
plishment, ihe threatening and the 
chastisement. Let her show them the 
vast superiority of sacred over profane 
history, not merely on account trf its 
indubitable verity, or from its being 
the oldest authentic record of past ages, 
but because every fact that it contains 
is expressly said to be " written for our 
instruction." Tlie method by which 
God saw fit to make himself known 
to mankind was by historical narrative j 
this being the least subject to im- 
posture or misrepresentation, carry- 
ing with it the strongest evidence, 
and therefore being best suited to 
convince every understanding, and 
to impress its authority upon every age, 
from that which witneased the event to 
the last records of time.* Let not the 

• S^e an ingenious essaj by tlie Ke\', S, Cob- 
bnld on the lubjecC, whiub gained tlie Ngrriaiaa 
prize in 1797. 
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fninds of children^ therefore, be sufTeredr 
to rest in the mere circumstanees of the 
narrative they are perusing, beautiful: 
and impressive as they often are ; but, 
AS soon as their unfolding faculties will 
permit^ open to their minds the great 
designs of God^s providence, which the 
incidental sufferings or exaltation of 
good and bad men alternately furthered. 
it was not for his personal virtue, much, 
less from partial aii^ction^ that Jftcob 
ivas chosen to be the father of tfafc: 
promised seed, and Esau prohibited ixorii 
receiving the blessing. Josiah was not 
<slain in punishment fof his sins, nor 
Jeroboam exalted over \tht degenerate 
house of David in consideration of hii 
superior merit. In the first instance, 
Jacob, though exposed by his own 
duplicity to much temporal calanpity, 
was foreseen to possess a more active de- 
pendance on the promises, of God> o^ 
wUiQh he became the faUfi/jif, thou^ir, 
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fcr many years affiicttd*: depositary- 
In the second case^ a righteous 
and pious prince was removed from 
Witnessing the miseries- whieh justly fell 
on a sinful impenitent people-f-j and ia 
the third the Almighty acted according 
to the usual laws of his providential 
government, by raising up the wicked 
to correct those wanderers whom be 
wished to regather into his fold* AI| ' 
these, and other instances^ as the J^isjiop/^ 
of Lincoln observes, from the sad proof < 
of human corruption^ show the necessity \ 
pf a Redeemer, 

• Nothing i3 so apt to embarrass young : 
ininds, and to unsettle their faith and > 
trust in God,, as the apparefuly unequal . 

. * ** ¥&tf and evil have the days of th« year^ qf 
." ^my life becn/'said. li^oh (o. Pharaoh, jCfes^^ 
.xlvii. vej. 9« 

t " Weep ye not for thedead j neither bemoan 
^ him; but weep sore for hitii that goeth away, 
** (or he shall return- no more, nop see his^i^ialrv)^- 
#f ^puntry . . Jeremiah, cb, ;jguL. Ytr*, kf)*' ., 
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dispensations of Providence, in often gir* 
ing success to vice,, and allotting afflic^ 
tions to virtue. Temporal prosperity is 
now almost universally held out as the 
reward of desert, in those fictitious 
histories on which youth are too much 
made to depend for moral instruction ; 
can we then wonder that dispassionate 
observers should lament that success is 
universally considered as the criterion of 
merit ? A thorough acquaintance with 
the book of God will teach children 
to estimate human actions and human 
affairs by juster principles, and induce 
them to consider every instance of 
unequal distribution for which they 
cannot account, as an irrefragable con- 
£rmation of the certainty of a future state. 
Temporal prosperity was promised to the 
Jews collectively, provided they adhered 
to the law of the Lord j yet even during 
the period of their being governed by a 
aupernatural theocracy, Gideon, Jephtha^ 
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and Samuel, experienced hard returns of 
unkindness from the people whom tliey 
had protected, and closed a life cf vir- 
tuous activity with an old age of sorrow. 
Rebellious Israel was/orgivenTc\a.ny of- 
fences i but Moses, their distinguished 
conductor, the mediator of the first cove- 
nant, after faithfully discharging hia 
arduous but glorious task during forty 
years, was for one offence pro^^ii'eei 
from entering into the promised rest 
which he so ardently wished to partake ; 
and, after being only permitted to 
gaze on the earthly, was removed to 
enjoy the splendour of a heavenly 
Canaan. In later times, the con- 
scientious Naboth was cut off by the 
hypocritical cruelty of Jezebel j and 
Elijah, ■who was predestined to ascend 
the skies in a fiery vehicle without passing 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
spent his days in hunger and thirst, in 
perils and dangers, continually pursued 
N 6 
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hf sn implacable revengeful tyrant^ tiH' 
even his intrepid spirit, though support* 
ed by the supernatural* aid of prophet i* 
ealinspiration,. uttered those bitter com« 
plaints against life which can only ht 
excused by excruciating misery* With 
tfaiese powerftil examples before oor eyes^ 
who shall say that the gratification of 
Our wishes is a Messing^ or temporal^ 
misfortunes a curse ^ 

I must not multiply these reflect 
tions. The sacred volome present!. 
innum^fable instances, from which the- 
judicious moiber will derive the mosfe 
salutary leisons, to correct the errone* 
ous conclusions, and to temper \h^ 
sanguifte hopes, of impassioned youths 
But the power of religion is still 
more efficacious in forming the 
Charadter^ than in illuminating the 
mderstand'mg. If children early dis-^ 
cover strong passions arid ardent 
desires, be assured that religion -will 
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prove the oriljr restraint wliich can be 
relied upon to prevent criminal indul- 
gences ; or, should they fall, it will 
enable them to rise again. There is 
little danger that those will long remain 
in the thraldom of sin, who have en- 
joyed the glorious privileges of being 
the enligtened servants of God, and 
can compare the difference between 
the two masters. The sullen and the 
envious may, under the influence of 
Christian principles, disencumber their 
dark and c oudcd minds from the gloom 
of misanthropy and discontent ; and 
patience and complacence ma-y, under 
the exhilarating light of the divine 
Spirit, spring up in those hearts which, 
if left to canker under the baleful 
influence of crafty policy and crook- 
ed expedience, " would have brought 
" forth murders, adulteries, treasons, 
'* and every evil work.'* A religious edu- 
" cation would afford ballast to levity, and 
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confine within the boundi of Innocent 
cheerfulness those exuberant spirits 
which might otherwise mislead their 
possessor to the extremes of thought- 
less dissipation; and hot to multiply 
instances, as religion presents the only 
jpst view of this probationary state^ 
beholding the world as it is relSected 
by this just mirror will save young 
people from all those bitter pangs 
of disappointed expectations which are 
*so apt to nip the opemng joys of 
youth. ' 

Let mothers then begin early to bring 
their children to Christ*. Let them 



* I shall make no apology for transcribing the 
following passage from Hey's Lectures, vol. iv. 
page 305, sincerely wishing that genius and piety 
may realise the portrait here so affectingly ima- 
gined. He is speaking of the Gospel in the of** 
fice of baptism. 

^' Christ blessed the children affectionately, 
^ holding them in bis arms : his benediction^ 
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.' 'add line to line, precept to precept* 
•' dispensing here a little and there a 



" surely, must be some spiritual good. My rea- 
*• son diireS scarcely make un argument from this 
" interesting scene ; but when I contemplate it, 
" I always wish myself a paiiiter, that I might 
" give a lasting representation of it. What an 
'' attitude might not that of Jems be 1 what k 
** cDuutenauce ! looking down, with a mild and 
" gracious benevolence, on the infiint in bis armsl 
" exprebsiiig a deep knowledge of what was .in 
" man ! other children of different ages and cha- 
" racters, grouped in various employments ; the 
" officious disciples with ill-grounded apprehen- 
'* sions, and ueedless importunities, endeavour- 
" ing to disperse them ; the mother of the thiid 
" in our Saviour's arms, near him, expressing, 
'* 88 one principal figure, in her face and gesture, 
" suspense and hope, not without some degree of 
" fear ; joy, refined and meliorated wiili paternal 
'' affection and piety ; other parents, some mild- 
** ly triumphing iu the benedictionalrcady receive 
" ed, ortiera gently pressing forward lo attain it. 
** Who that performs the ceremony of baptism 
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f* little/' as occasion shall suggest^: 
fitun the first dawn of reason tilt theif 
young charge, ripe in faith, renew 
their baptismal vows of obedience at 
the altar of God. With what tuans- 
jport must a parent kneel at the head 
of her pious ofispring at the eucharis* 
iLical feast), while looking: upwards, she 
beholds in meditation her saviour and 
her God, and addresses htm witit 
*' Lo, I come > . and of the children 
"whom thou hast given me I have losfr : 
"none!" 

• Few^ however, can enjoys and none 
perhaps ought to txpccty such a fult : 
consummation of their labours. In edu- - 
cation, as in every sublunary iindertak- - 
ing, troubles and disappointments .wiU 

*' does not feel the efficacy of this scene ? The in-^ 
" fant in one's arms excites a sentiment of ten* 
" derness ; and the ceremony becomes, to the; 
" imagination, an imitation of the Uecievolea^M^ 
*' of him who appointed it/' 
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Intervene. Sbmetimes the steril sbil 
deBes all culture, and is either toUH/ 
-barren, or produces only pernicious un- 
sightly weeds. This case, irtdeed, rare- 
ly happens when much pains have 
been taken — never, 1 should hope, un- 
Jess the natural capacity is eXtreme- 
Jy defective — and in that instance we 
may rely on the righteousness of God, 
who does not expect to reap where 
%e has not sown. Thorns and' brien, 
indeed, frequently sprout up with the 
good seed, and either for a time smo- 
thsT it, or prevent its luxuriant growth. 
Yet ill this case also we must not 
sorrow as those without bopcj for, 
if the word of God has been grafted 
in the soul, even in the eleventh 
fliour, the barren tree may bring forth 
■fruit unto life. In the event of those 
wasteful storms of misfortune from which 
none of the race of Adam can hope to 
be exempt, let us solace ourselves with 
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the consolation, that we hzYC provided 
our young ones with a safe retreat from 
the tempest. And should the irremer 
diable scythe , of Death pcenmturely cut 
down the just blooming flower^ sureiy 
we must ^^ rejoice with exceeding great 
*** joy,** in the confidence that it will be 
replanted, and flourish for ever, beside 
the river of life which flows through 
the holy city the new Jery salem» which 
cAeedeth not the ^int lustre of the sun, 
but is enlightened by the glory of her 
<;od. 

One consolation will attend the truly 
conscientious mother in the most disas- 
trous circumstances: I refer to the hearts 
felt satisfaction that she has done her 
duty, for which she may humbly hope 
to receive her everlasting reward : I 
mean, if her conduct has been uniform j 
if her life and behaviour have been 
consistent with her precepts ; and if she 
has been^ as careful to prevent her chii-^ 



dren from seeing in her what wa* 
evil, as she has been diligent to in- 
struct and confirm them in what is 
good. To these requisites I must also 
add, if, in full confidence of the in- 
sufficiency of all human means, she 
has not rested in her own care, or 
in the skill and assiduity of the in- 
structors whom she has employed, b«t 
with daily and hourly inlenseness of 
devotion, has supplicated Almighty 
God to bestow his heavenly benedic- 
tion on her labours of love, and to 
crown them with success. If she has 
neglected this finishing duty, she must 
be pronouced unfit for the task that 
she undertook. She might teach reli- 
gion as a system; but, not feeling its 
influence on her own heart, she could 
not communicate it as a living principle 
toothers. 

To those who have enjoyed the advan- 
tage of an enlightened and christian edu- 
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cation, - 1 hud not expatiate on Itp^ 
bltB^A tendency. Others who, atni4 
xnany wperfluous or immaterial acquU 
^itionsj remain destitute of tlut one 
thing peculiarly needful, •* that pearl'*' 
.of inestimable price,. I wouldj h} the: 
Gospel language, conjure and entreat 
'* to part with all they possess," sooner 
than not acquire it. Devote the morn- 
log of your lives to serious and 
.valuable purposes. There is a^markin 
.ed analogy between the pertocjs.of our 
existence, and the hours of the natural 
day. How vigorous and refreshed do 
we feel when we £rst awake ! how lan-^ 
guid andexhausted do the fatigues inci** 
dent to our occupations leave us at the 
close of a vexatious day ! Exertion then- 
seems impracticable;., all that we require 
is relaxation or repose. We commonly 
rise from our beds calm and tranquil in 
Gur tempers, with our minds^as well as 
our bodies braced for exertipn. At night 
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^We -uauaUy ' find- tbat our cares ^md 
disappointments, teasiag incidcoU ami 
unexpected xoinpetitions, have ruf^ 
fled if. not annihilated this serene dew 
Jight, which, ere we x:an< compoM 
-ourselves to sleep, w« labour to re- 
^Btore, by recalling, the agreeable visions 
vof the morning. The dull and heavy 
evening of old age will affect us in a 
similar manner. Happy those who 
<caii relieve its tediousness by the recollec- 
tion of a well-spent youth, and can feed^ 
^during this barren season^ on the nutri- 
tious fruits which memory providently 
stored. But those only can be said to 
'Hcnjoy even the dregs of life, who can look 
back on the smiling record of years of 
.piety and virtue; for they are well as- 
sured that the " Creator, whom they 
** remembered in their youth/' will never 
desePt them in their hoary hairs, when 
-all other consblations forsake them. That 
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jou» my dear youi^ friend, who were 
so eminently happy in yoar eady instmc- 
ttonSy may enjoy this enviable piiTii^e at 
the dose of your days, is both the wish 
mnd belief of 

Your truly affectionate tec. 
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LETTER XIV. 
Oa our Duty to Scr'canls and laferiort, 
MY DEAR MISS M , 

TfiElast relative situation ofimportancc 
whicK we hold, is that of mistress of 
a family : with your permission, I will 
combine with it our general duty to 
our inferiors ; since the observatioos 
upon one subject will in most cases 
apply to the other. 

My rank in life having enabled 
me to see the lower orders, stripped 
of those disguises which curming 
prompts them to assume in tbeir in- 
tercourse with those who are too re- 
mote to judge of their real charac- 
ter, I am aware that my opinion of 
their present manners and sentiments 
3 



tvill bethought too unfavourable,by those 
ivho, taking only a distant glance 
of the humbler classes of society, con- 
sider them ihercty^ as victims of op*- 
pression, or objects of benevdlences 
whife ' thbke who have had *a'n oppor- 
tunity for close investigation will join 
^me in lamenting, that a great and aa 
alarming revolution has tak^ri pl^ce i^^ tl^ 
ideas and character of the <;pa(^mopaky> 
Tbi s is most apparent among tbe:mapi^facr 
turing classes: but the peasAOiiy have nof 
escaped the contagion, eaipeciaHy tho^ 
who reside in the neighbourhood of 
flourishing towns ; and it is to thjs cause 
that the degeneracy of servants (which is 
an ample subject of complaintiaall con)^ 
panics) must be pr/TTmrz'/y attributed Did 
this evil only threaten the destruction of 
-our domestic comfort, we should liavc 
great cause for.alarm; but if the:" lying 
'spirit'* which has gone abroad among 
the poor of this realm continue tp make 



proselytes as rapidly as it has done of late 
years^ our national subjugation cannot be 
very remote. 

Do not suppose I mean to insinu- 
ate that there subsists a general spirit 
of disaflfection to the present govern- 
ment. Considering the extraordinary 
pains that have been taken to ex- 
cite the passions of the mob in this 
respect, the populace may be said 
to have resisted temptation noblr/ ; and 
except among some sectaries whose 
principles are professedly republican^ 
people, are generally content ' to be 
governed as their ancestors have been. 
5ut the temper that justly eitcites appre- 
ension is, their increasing disHke pf their 
nmediate superiors, which breaks out 
all the modes of envy, incivility, and 
>acity. You will smtle at my ranking 
'>acity among the crimes of a. poof 
son ; but suffer me to explain. Not- 
istanding that gfeatindrcafitis df wages 
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%vhich the scarcity five years ago rendered 
both just and necessary, suffered little 
or no reduction in the .interval of 
{Cheapness (I mean during the amaz^ 
ing reduction in the price of corn, 
the great - article of sustenance aqiong 
the poor), scarcely any thought them- 
selves bound (as they formerly sup« 
posed themselves) to lay; up a pro* 
vision for sickness and calamity. Their 
earnings were dissipated in a style of living 
and dres3unbecoming theirstation, and on 
the least pressure of distress they demand^ 
edi not solicjtedj parochial relief; bu$ 
as that relief was only given in such pro-* 
portions; flsthfir wants rendered neceSr 
sary, not a^.tbeir^luxuties rehired, their 
envy, of ibpsQwobni they beheld possess- 
ed of eqjoyinipnjls which they had learned 
to value incneased; and an ifiquiry, why 
one person ought tp be richer than an- 
other, bceaine gener'alj not colisiderinS 
that, by. SQ.j3Qij)& they ejivilled against 
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Providence; and without reflecting tliat 
industry and oeconomy arc the sure, 
though slow, means to procure decent 
competence. 

Factious demagogues have taken ad* 
vantage of this sourness of disposition^ 
tvbich luxury and thoughtlessness intro- 
duced among the lower orders, who are 
now made perfectly acquainted with all 
the vices and follies which unhappily, in 
this dissipated age, disgrace the higher 
walks of life. You will frequently hear 
village politicians exclaiming against the 
manifest injustice of people being per- 
milted to possess wealth ^ho lead infa- 
mouslivcs. Does not this proceed from 
A want of those just i;iVr£;^of life,and clear 
notions of duty, wh ich were rccom mended 
in the preceding letter as incumbent up- 
on all rank-s and conditions of mankind? 
When did (oi rather when can) an order 
of things subsist, in which w'calth or 
{K)wer shall be exclusively assjo ued to 
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virtue and goodness ? The trials of vir- 
tue cannot be its recompense. God 
did not intend earthly distinction to 
be the reward of his faithful ser-p 
vants. The responsible talents of 
riches and authority ever have been 
promiscuously intrusted to just and 
unjust stewards. In the hand$ of the 
former, they are a blessing to them- 
selves and to all around them; with the 
latter, they become a curse and a punish- 
ment. But all who occupy the less-ac- 
countable stations in life should ever look 
from the agent to ih^ employe)* -j and, 
whether our superiors are benefactors or 
oppressors, should remember that they 
possess but a delegated power, and in all 
cases be devoutly disposed to say with 
he pious Patriarch, " The lot falleth into 
" the lap, but the disposal of it is in the 
•^Lord/' 

The poor of this kingdom were once; 
distinguished by the moral propriety of 
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ttieir opinions, and their affectionate at- 
tachment to their superiors. If you 
had then asked ^ plain countryman, 
what right a notoriously wicked man 
had to live in the best house in the 
village,^— with some astonishment at the 
inquiry he would have answered, that 
" He was the eldest son of the old 
•squire." ' Apply to ^ modern rustic, 
who has been enlightc?tecl by Paine's 
modified wild-fire, on the same occa- 
sion, and with a significant shake of 
his head he will answer, *' Sad times, 
" master! things want mending; some- 
" thing must be wrong, or rogues 
" would not flourish while poor men 
•* men are forced to work." Or, as 
1 have known to be the case in an 
instance where a person of fortune united 
notorious profligacy with carekss libe- 
rality, the reply has been to one who 
condemned the guilt and effrontery of 
public licentiousness, " This is a land of 
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•* liberty ; and every one has a right to 
** do what they like ; the 'squire main- 
*• tains my family, and that is all: I care 
♦' about." , • 

This leads me to what I would 

jaext observe, that the poor enter- 
tain verv false notions of wealth; 
not only as to the rules by which it 
ought to be distributed, but of the 
mantier in which it should be appli- 
ed. Generally speaking, the ideas of 
indigence are extravagant i and thus 
it happens that profusion is sure to have 
advocates among the lower orders, whose 
notions of merit are mostly confined to 
two qualities, 6oww/j/and^7^6i/i/y, Hpw 
fortunate would it be for themselves, if 
honesty and prudence shared in these 
culogiums ! It is this error, imbibed in 
their paternal cottages, and fostered by 
their subsequent commerce with their 
own profession, that renders servants so 
generally wasteful, and inclined to sup- 
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port the appearance of the person they 
serve at the expence of his^ a^edit. 
Having very few ideas of distinction 
and consequence, but what are deri* 
ved from show and expence, and be- 
lieving their own dignity to be es- 
Sjentially combined with their master's, 
it becomes their constant aim to make 
him live, not as he can afford^ but 
^S oiher people do; and if they un- 
happily discover that he has a pro- 
pensity to reserve some part of his in- 
come for future contingencies, they most 
generously resolve to protect him from rhe 
crime of being shabby, by every secret 
method of wasting or purloining his pro- 
perty that their ingenuity cr.n devise; 
quieting their consciences with the salvo 
that, as he can afford it, he ought to be 
made to do so. Such monitors and ad- 
ministrators of the property of others 
seem unlearned in the plain rules of 
common honesty, though possibly they 

04 
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arc well versed, in sentimental refine- 
ments. "We cannot therefore, wonder 
that they should be inclined to pal- 
liate every vice but avarice^ whick 
indeed never meets with any quar* 
ter. Should this humour, of estimating 
crimes only as they affect ourselves, 
gain ground, I fear we shall degene- 
rate into those dreadful extremes of 
heathen enormity, which St. Paul 
so forcibly describes in his epistle 
to the Romans; when after enume- 
rating a black catalogue of heinous 
and unnatural offences, he tells his 
christian converts that they not only 
once did those things, but also took 
pleasure in others for practising them. 
The great change which Christianity 
produced in the world was never 
more manifest, than in the alteration of 
public opinion, which though it often ut- 
ters a hasty decision founded on incom* 
plete evidence, used to give (and I trust. 
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fn spite of the perverters of the human 
mind, will still give) suffrages in favour 
of virtue and goodness. 

But enough of declamation s let 
ius try if we can ascertain the causes 
of the change which we deplore, and 
thence endeavour to discover the cure. 
A great deal of mischief must be 
attributed to the dissemination of 
the idea of universal liberty, by which 
half informed people always understand 
licentiousness. Much injury has been 
done to the lower orders by unsettled 
opinions on religious subjects. Vanity 
and conceit are the usual causes of dissent 
from established doctrines ; and we rarely 
see a convert to new opinions in these 
matters, who does riot^ in his air arid n:jan- 
»er, discover unequivocal proofs of self- 
importance. Indeed, among the lower 
orders^ few seem now disposed to take 
their *' noiseless waiy along the cool se- 
questered vulc of life/"^ and to live ha* 
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nest, quiet, and respectable. The 
tenet tliat "we live in a land of li- 
berty*' (which, when misunderstood, 
is the foundation of all our religious 
and civil contests) is much oftener 
referred to, than the divinely enforced 
duties appending to the fifth coni^ 
mandnient ; though all men, especially 
those who are placed in a humble station^ 
may in them trace one of the most com- 
prehensive outlines of their christian 
course. The effect of preaching chiefly 
upon doctrinal, mysterious, and (strictly 
speaking) metaphysical subjects, is most 
strongly seen in the followers of this de- 
scription of teachers, who are ever talk- 
ing of righ ts and privileges ; never of obli- 
gations. Here again the want of clear 
ideas and just notions is most obvious; 
for amid the torrent of language, which 
every gifted haranguer can pour forth on 
the most abstruse and recondite subjects,, 
they rarely let fall a sentence that caa be 
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understood by those wko are not verssd 
in this cabalistic jargon. 

It has been said, that the depravity 
of the lower orders is owing to the great 
separation in the conditions of society 
which refinement has introduced. Un- 
questionably, luxury has greatly tended 
to alienate the minds pf inferiors from 
their betters, by the almost insupera- 
ble bars which it h^.jglaccd between 
their free communication. "When the 
feudal chief presided at tne banquet 
among his vassals, and the farmer dined 
at the head of his labourers, the man- 
ners of the more intelligent were co- 
pied by the less informed ; and the re- 
spectful awe inseparable from the presence 
ofthe master operated as a curbtoimpro- 
per expressions, and gradually infused de- 
corum of conduct. It is to be feared, that 
in the present state of society such cus- 
toms could not be safely resumed; but 
wc may regret that they ever were laid 
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aside. The intrepid reformer who should 
attempt to revive them would pro- 
bably only experience insult and ri- 
dicule, or familiariry would break down 
the few fences that are yet left round 
fortune and dignity. To confine my 
observations to my own sex, the te- 
nant's daughter would visit the man- 
sion house, and the young cottager 
wolud go to the farmer's abode, only 
with a view of learning fashions, and 
of conducting their next party or junket 
in a more genteel style. Can we wonder 
at this, knowing that the view of the en- 
tertainers would rather be to amaze ihtw 
guests, than to render them happy or to 
improve their moral character* ? But to' 
avoid visionary schemes : whenever mo- 
dest simplicity of character insures us from 
the evils incident to familiarity, affability 
and condescension are the most likely 
means to conciliate and attach the lower 
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orders. These arc favours which they 
peculiarly feel, and are perhaps more 
grateful for than for the positive excr* 
tions of benevolence. A kind remcni* 
brance of their wants, an affectionate 
concern for then* welfare, a desire to 
promote their real interests, are atten- 
tions which forcibly attract the un« 
sophisticated mind. Even in our 
domestic management, affability is 
strictly compatible with aurhorit'y. 

4 

Command need not speak in the 
voice of terror^ nor accompany its 
injunction with menaces. 

But perhaps the most influential cause 
of this change of manners and sentiments 
among the poor is the increasing luxury 
-of the middle orders, who bind the ex- 
tremes of society together, and conse- 
quently whose manners are the most im- 
portant to the commonwealth. It is from 
our very immediate superiors that we all 
derive our ideas of what i»^ just and desL* 
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r^blc; their station, therefore, is the point 
on which our ambition rests j for it rarely 
happens that our imagination takes so 
bold a flight, as to build its eyry on the 
lofty summit from which wc are separated 
by ma?ii/ intermediate rank«. While 
we suffer from the vices of our 
inferiors, therefore, let us ask. Does no 
blame attach to ourselves ? Have we 
not been so fond of distinction, so 
engrossed by pleasure, so entranced by 
views of advantage, as to forget our 
own responsibility to those wha looked 
up to us ? Can we then blame them 
for following the pattern that we set 
them, and becoming in their turns as 
aspiring, luxuriant, and indolent as is in 
their power ? Example is a duty which 
^e owe to all the world ; and there is no 
person however humble his rank of 
limited his powers, but may thus benefit 
society ; and if we pervert what should 
be for the improvement of those, a part 
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of whose duty it is to imitate us, " into 
an occasion for their falling/' let us be 
assured, that.a portion of their offences 
will be referred to us in the day when 
the Maker of both rich and poor 
shall claim . an account of all our 
actions*. The larger our sphere of 
acting, the greater is our reponsibility ; 
but all are accoun abie in some 
degree. The moral virtue of prudence 
should rise in our esteem, from the 
recollection, that a small deviation 
from it on our own part may lead 
others to exlravagartceyOX even to disho'^ 
nesty. 

The middle orders may also be charged 
with another offence against their interiors, 
beside that of setting them a bad exam- 
ple : I mean, neglecting proper watchful- 
ness and admonition. This is most la- 
mentably visible in the conduct of mas- 
ters and mistresses toward their doQicstics 
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and is not confined io persons in genteel 
life, but extends to those who ape genti- 
lity. The luxurious refinements in liTing 
that are generall/ adopted render adroit- 
ness in senrants so essential, that the 
nobler distinction of moral worth is com* 
paratively overlooked. As in most 
families the expense of being genteel 
operates as a severe check opon the 
tnclination of shining, tt is a general 
law, that show shall be procured at the 
Uatt potsihlc cost ; and thus the num* 
ber of our domestics being limited to 
bare necessity, we swelling frogs, wh(> 
ape the magnificent oxen> are forced 
to transfer the vocations of several 
domestics to one. Thus it becomes^ 
necessary that a good servant sbouJd add 
dispatch to handiness ; and provided they 
Can bat perform their work, few mis- 
tresses inquire farther about their con- 
duct, than as their vices affect theinterests 
or safety of their employers. A servant 
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who is thus wearisomely occupied has 
little leisure for moral or religious con- 
siderations. I do not mean that in- 
tervals of leisure are positively necessary 
for a devout ejaculation or serious re- 
flection ; but these presuppose a founda- 
tion of religious knowledge and pious 
habits. Considering the present state 
of education among the poor, and the 
gerierakmanners of familfes, we shall be 
too sanguine if we expect that the 
noajority of servants will be disposed to 
keep alive this religion of the hearty 
especially if we also recollect, that the 
ipultiplicity of minute attentions and 
successive occupations which we require 
of them, must perplex and harass their 
thoughts, and, if no intervals of restart 
allowed, must even prevent the well-dis- 
posed from ^ pouring that oil into their 
lamps" which is necessary to keep them 
burning. What then will be the con- 
duct of servants ? They know that their 
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cbance of advancement depends on their 
ability to execute the services required 
of them; and duplicity and trunningi 
which are vices common to all illiterate 
people, will lead them to suppose that 
concealing their sinful practices is quite 
»ufEcieht ; for, alas ! it is a general 
opinion with them, that detection con* 
stitutes guilt: a melancholy proof ho\^ 
little the omnipresence of. God is un* 
derstood^ or at least influences the 
behaviour of many nominal christians i 
Surely these evils might be diminished, 
by a more conscientious attention to 
the moral conduct of our dependants, 
and by expressing more displeasure 
at vice, than at those venial faults which 
only affect the propriety of our do- 
mestic arrangements. But the cure of 
this disorder must be sought in more 
powerful correctives. 

The increasing profanation of the sab* 
baticalrest is one great cause of the dege* 
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fteracy, not only of servants, but of 
all the inferior conditions of society. It 
was not from the desire of hearir>g his 
creatures praise him, that the Almighty 
issued his command for a septenary re- 
membrance of creation and redemption. 
He showed, by that institution, his be- 
nevolent regard to our temporal and 
eternal welfare. By hallowing the Lord's- 
day, we do not only learn those ** songs 
of Sion in a strange land," which we 
may hope to sing for ever in the king- 
dom of our Father; but we diminish 
Jthe evils incident to our pilgrimage^ by 
acquiring those habits which will ren- 
der it pleasant and prosperous. Who- 
ever has seen the blessed effects of the 
Sabbath in an orderly country village, 
wiil readily acquiesce in the acknowledg- 
ment that it is the great civilizer of the 
lower orders. Suspension of toil, innocent 
recreation, decent apparel, comfortable 
food, domestic enjoyment, and social 



worship, all present themselves to our 
view in the family of an industrious re*- 
ligious labourer; nor can we contem- 
plate the cleanliness and modest pro* 
priety of their appearance, as they walk 
to *^ the, house of the Lord their God," 
without a rapturous sensation of bene^ 
volent exultation. Let us now glance 
at the scenes which Sunday presents in 
the vicinity of flourishing manufactures^ 
where promiscuous associationsand enor* 
xnous gaiiis beget the disgusting habits 
of low debauchery. Labour indeed is 
suspended ; but sin, like the Egj^ptian 
task- masters, demands her double tale 
of service. The filthy squalid rags worn 
all the week arc laid aside, not to assume 
a neat simplicity of clean apparel, but 
to flaunt in a ridiculous medley of ill- 
sorted finery. The work-shop is desert- 
ed, but the church is unfrequented; the 
fi/(r-houses are however well peopled ; 
and though the wheel and the loom arc 
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silcflt) drunken blasphemy and unre^- 
strained indelicacy offend our ears with 
noises equally obstreperous. If we turn 
our eyes to the younger part of the me-^ 
chanic's family, we shall see in their 
pursuits and conduct the future viqtims 
of prostitution and debauchery. Are 
not these scenes too general; has not 
depravity of manners uniformly kept 
pac€ with multiplied assemblage and su« 
perabundant provision ? Manufacturing 
towns are the usual rendezvous of dis- 
affection, tumult, profligacy, and mi- 
sery. Surely then it is to be feared, that 
these inevitable evils,' which are so inti- 
mately annexed to our commercial su* 
periority, must very sensibly diminish its 
value in a national point of view. It is 
much to be lamented, that the compara- 
tive independence which is annexed to 
artificers and artisans removes them from 
the controlling superintendance of their 
imjovediatc superiors who (if possible) 
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ought to be armed with poteer to prcr 
vent or punish those excesses which the 
streets of a great town generally present 
on Sunday evenings; for, even when the 
statute laws of the realm are not grossly 
violated, the moral feelings of christians 
are severely pained. 

We have already lamented the bad 
consequences which the dissipation too 
common among great fashionists in the 
middle orders must have on their im- 
mediate dependents. As no people are 
so apt to utter dolorous complaints 
against the general depravity of ser- 
vants, it seems desirable that they should 
take into their serious consideration the 
political expediency of restoring Sun- 
day to its original destinatioji. If they 
have on christian concern for the im- 
mortal interests of their fellow-crea- 
tures; if they really do not dread ap« 
pearing, unprepared with an answer, at 
that awful ajudit when the souis of |beir 
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household (by them wilfolly abandoned 
to perdition) will be required at their 
hands; still let them take those menials^ 
whose good behaviour is so necessary 
to their own self-imi J^ence, where they 
mll.be taught to bccoir:e good servants. 
This will be acting prudently, though not 
piously^ but to do this wh! require some 
sacrifices. They can neither go out nor 
have visitors on Sund ^ys; the full courses 
inust be abridged; the toilet service must 
be shortened ; the breakfast hour must 
be expedited y nay more, tl.ey must ac^ 
company their families to church them- 
selvesi and not only give them an oppor- 
tunity of serving God, but actually see 
4^at they are present in his temple. One 
of the sad effects of itinerance in public 
worship is, that it separates the family 
who ought to. appear in their proper 
places in the same congregation; thus re* 
moving those whose conduct requires in« 
t^tioo, fsoov ^ iiose whose duty it is to 
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inspect. Unless you take them 
you pay your own vows, your fbotiDB] 
mayprobably frequent tlietippling^hooB^I 
instead of the conventicle ; and yo«' 
housemaid patrole the streets in seardirf 
a gallant, while you suppose her in p» 
suit of a ghostly comforter. . 

By some previous arrangements, and a 
few personal sacrifices, mistresses may 
generally contrive to give every member 
of their family anopportunity of attending 
public worship at least once in every Sab- 
bath; but they must not suppose that 
they shall then have discharged all their 
duty : family prayer and social instruction 
are a very important, though much neg* 
lectcd, branch of duty, from which much 
real advantage may be expected. Did no* 
thing better ensue than restraining irregu- 
larity and intemperance, by seeing tJjc 
whole family early assembled on aSunday 
cveningin a state of sobiiety and decorum^ 
the benefit would be gceM^ but we mu^t 
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Tfot inete by these short measures, when 
We speak of a religibus household seri- 
ously employed in supplicating the 6les- 
stng of Almighty God. We may cer- 
tainly ascribe the cbmparative regularity 
which families formerly exhibited, to the 
uniform practice of family prayer ; for, 
though such households might be mere 
seminaries of hypocrites, they who dis- 
regard or ridicule such services must 
be profligates. That this valuable 
custom is not now attended with similar 
decency of deportment in the few places 
where it is still preserved, must be 
ascribed to the general tendency of the 
times to ridicule all unusual strictness 
and sobriety, as unnecessary and 
puritanical ; and to the unavoidable 
connection of servants who are thus . 
disciplined, with those who are neg- 
lected and depraved; which seems 
likely to impede the former in their 
growth in grace ; for *^ evil communica- 
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tion is much more likely to corrupt 
good manners,'* than vice is to de- 
rive advantage froni the beneficial in- 
fluence of virtue. If this custom were 
again universal, we should soon perceive 
its excellence. By doing all in our 
power to render it so, we at least 
discharge ourselves of blame; and 
in this, as in every . other instance, 
when we do not reap the full har- 
vest of our labours, we shall exone- 
rate ourselves from the blame of sinful 
negligence. 

A selection of books proper for ser- 
vants' reading has lately been .strongly 
recommended by very respectable autho- 
rities ; and, no doubt, if they were dis- 
creetly chosen, and seconded by other 
measures, they would be eminently use- 
ful. Much good has certainly been done 
by the distribution of cheap well-princi- 
pled tracts among the lower orders j but 
with the same, or perhaps still greater 



aviditj', has the evil spirit of insubordi- 
nation and dissension seized upon their 
improved capacities to scatter his bane- 
ful principles; so that, in proportion as 
information has been multiplied, the 
circulation of pernicious doctrines has 
increased. I presume not to question 
the general utility of Sunday schools j 
they seem founded on two incon- 
trovertibly just positions; that every 
soul in a christian country should 
be taught its duty to God, and be 
trained in an habitual reverence of 
the sabbath-day ; but^ unquestionably, 
there is a point at which the cultiva- 
tion of the lower orders ought to 
stop. Writing and accounts appear 
superfluous instructions in the humblest 
walks of life ; and, when imparted, 
have the general effect of making thetn 
ambitious, and disgusted with the ser- 
vile offices which they are required to 
perform. It seems, therefore, a misap- 
p z 
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pficadoa of hcoercieDct^ to 
€ale what irili make the possessor on- 
happy ', tor hard toil and homUe dili- 
gence are iodispensably needle to the 
community ; and . we oftener want the 
hand c£ a tabaurer than of a scribe : 
nor should any ideas of refinement, 
or views <^ aggrandisement, be supplied, 
but when an evident supeiionty of 
gpnitts, or weakness of frame, warrants 
a departure firom established rules* 
People in the higher walks of life are 
apt to think that their own domestics 
are in a more e%ible situation than 
their rustic equals ^ and in their 
benevolent endeavours to improve the 
general condition of the villages in 
which they reside, they consider it 
to be an unimpeachable exercise of 
charity when they fit the youth of 
both sexes for genteel service. If they 
attended to the gradation of ranks (which 
ought to be ob^rved in the humbler 
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IS well as in the more elevated classesX 
they would learn to limit these views,, 
find would take CKpeckl care timt con- 
ceit and profligacy do not tliwart their 
generoua design of making their prol^- 
g^i happy and respectable. The unso- 
phisticated ploughman and milkmaid 
are in^nitely more valuable, as rational 
beings and members of the common- 
wealth, than the coxcomical valet and. 
pert abignil. 

The degree of instruction which we 
bestow on our poor neighbour!! or ser- 
vants should be fitted, as much> as it 
canj to their relative stations. There 
can be no danger of our falling into 
any error, by labouring to make them 
■ plain and sincere christiansj 'I now speak 
in a political sense : when I add, and 
members of the church of England. I 
mean not to deny piety and virtue, 
much less salvation, to other " con- 
gregations of christian men ;" but- 
P 3 
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believing that the tenets of the establish- 
ment are supereminently calculated to 
combat the errors of the timesy and 
being firmly convinced that there 
is safety and comfort in her spacious 
fold, I recommend it as an asylum 
to all who have not leisure to study 
the niceties and subtilties of disputa- 
tion, and who yet must ever be sub- 
ject to be tempest-tost " by adverse 
winds of doctrine," while they con« 
tinuc to assert their own liberty of 
election in a point where they do not 
possess capacity for decision, or leisure 
for investigation. 

With respect to servants' libraries, 
those who form them will do well to ob- 
serve, that the books which coijfxpose 
them should possess two requisites, or 
they will remain unread. They should 
be appropriate^ and also entertaining. 
It is often said, that gentlemen's servants 
«rc the most dissolute set of beings in 
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tbe kingdom : if this be true, it i8 a 
grievous reproach on the morals, as well 
as on the negligence, ot their immediate 
rulers. The infectious nature of dissi- 
pation, and the tendency of all conta- 
gion to grow more inveterate the more 
' it is diffused, convinces us that, while 
the master and mistress spend their 
time in idle extravagance, the servants 
will give up their hours of lounging 
attendance to vice ; and that vice in 
the superior will be downright depravity 
when reflected by vulgar imitation. 
To hope that a few moral treatises laid 
in their way will correct the evil pro- 
pensities which arc perpetually excited 
by example, and encouraged by oppor- 
tunity, is absurd. Books, it is to be 
feared, never can disuse con'ectness 
into a licentious family; they may 
presei-ue an orderly one, and prevent 
its members from going out in their 
' 4 
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hours of leisure to seek for Icsi lahitary 
recreation. 

Books that are written for the instruc- 
tion of the lower orders, are often penned 
in a style which their readers cannot un« 
derstand ; or else, under the idea of 
being made plain^ they become dull 
and unimpressive. Clear ideas^ natural 
turns of reflection, and forcible yet 
plain expressions, are the fundamentals 
on which popular addresses, should be 
built. No one can reason with effect 
with an illiterate person, unless he ex- 
perimentally knows how such persons 
do reason: hence an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the opinions and man- 
ners of humble life, becomes necessary 
to all who would reform its errors. 
When we can only say of these 
attempts that they are well meant, we 
actually deprive them of all pretentions 
to utility. A person of education is of- 
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tener induced to read ivell-intentioned 

stupidity tlian one in low life. ' The po- 
pularity of enthusiastical* preachers is 
acquired by their ajdmatiojn Bishop 
"Wilson's "■ Plain Account of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper" may be con- 
sidered as a model for religious tracts 
that are addressed to the uninformed. 
It is concise and yet full, perspicuous 
yet animating. There is nothing in it. 
that is superfluous, no unnecessary 
affectation of learning, no rapturous . 
flights of devotion, nothing to weary 
attention, to excite doubt, or to en- 
gender extravagance. Many excellent 
works of this truly apostolical prelate 
deserve similar praise, Mr. Nelson's 
" Companion for the Feasts and Fasts 
of the Church of England" comr- 
bines the narratives that are most, 
interesting to christians, . with ■ the 
doctrines of our religion and the dis- 
.tinguishing excellencies of our vener^^ 
r 5 
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ble establish men t. Archbishop Seeker's 
" Lectures on the Catechism'' is a 
very superior workj but perhaps it may 
be objected to its use on this occasion, 
that It supposes a greater degree of 
previous information than servants 
usually possess, and should rather be 
ranked among the elementary treatises 
that are adapted to a superior ^alk of 
life. The like observations will apply 
to Bishop Porteus's ^ Principal 
Evidences of the Truth and divine 
Origin of the Christian Religion,'* 
and Bishop Percy's " Key to the 
New Testament." It is perhaps im- 
pertinent in me to observe, that these 
works will be eminently useful wherever 
the understanding has been sufficiently 
enlightened to comprehend the argu- 
ments and historical notices which they 
contain. The labours of Mrs.. Trimmer 
to inform and correct the lower classes 
cannot, without ingratitude^ be passed 
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over. Every friend to the religion of 
our country, and to social order, must 
confess the value of her services. Even 
in those works which are ostensibly less 
important, the same excellent principles 
are inculcated ; and her fictitious histo- 
ries have the merit of being at once in- 
structive and interesting. I know not, 

iny dear miss M , whether you 

have met with a litde tale by an anony- 
mous author, entitled Lucy Franklin. 
Jt attacks that rage for finery which. 
is so vnliappily prevalent among 
young women in low life (and which 
mistresses of families maif and ought 
to discourage) ; showing them, that it 
is the most likely means to plunge 
them into all the miseries of dis- 
grace and ruin ; for, that extravagance 
which leaves them unprovided in 
the hour of distress, and those exor- 
bitant desires of distinction which theic 
liumble means cannot gratify^ are the 
T 6 
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very avenues through whieh vice and' 
profligacy are sure to enter. Young 
women> who by these means solicit the 
notice or put themselves into the power 
of man^ can hardly be said to be 
seduced; they are in fact their own 
betrayers, and spread the snare by 
which they are undone, I particularise 
the above tale for its manner as well as 
its moraL I have seen it forcibly in- 
terest the rank ta which it is addressed^ 
and therefore conclude that the author 
knew her readers and understood hej 
subject ; no very commoa or easy 
qualifications- 
It has been suggested, that a proper 
selection of well-authenticated facts from 
newspapers, accompanied with short and 
significant comments, might form a very 
valuable sort of servants' hall common- 
place book ; it is the kind of reading 
which generally pleases them, being short 
and pithy ; and real history possesses 
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many advantages over fictitious, espe^ 

daily among that class of people who 
seldom bestow much attention on a 
narrative, till assured of its authenii- 
city. But in all our selections of 
this kind we should remember, that 
those who attempt to corrupt the 
commonalty are aided by powerful 
abilities, and inculcate tenets peculiarly 
palatable to fallen humanity in an al- 
luring fascinating style. We cannot 
therefore hope to have unpleasant 
truths regarded, unless we ^re very care- 
ful ia dress them in an agreeable form. 
A weak defence of a good cause is 
rather injurious than beneficial, and 
is more apt to pervert the auditors, 
and incline them to be adversaries, than to 
win ovei* neutrals (much less enemies) 
to the cause of truth. 

Respecting the proper government of 
our families, it unquestionably lies in the 
happy medium between the extremes of 
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ngpm and lenity, wearying watchful* 
ness and careless neglect. It is cer* 
tainly our duty to endeavour to pro* 
mote the present comfortand ultimatead* 
vantage of all who minister to our wants 
and necessities. This should be done re* 
gularly and consistently, not capricious- 
ly and partially, — with a discriminate 
ing sense of superior desert, but 
without injustice to the rightful claims 
of any. Y*t when we bestow pecu* 
fiar favour in consequence of long ot 
va uabie servijcefor any other extra- 
orduiaiy merit, we must take care 
that it be of such a kind as will not un- 
fit them for their station in life. Wc 
must never permit idleness^ unless we 
mean to make them independent ; not 
should we allow them such indulgencies 
in their appetites or desires, as we know 
their limited means will not warrant ia 
future. On no account should we per- 
mit them to despise or insult those ta 



whom thev are intrinsically inferior, 
on account o^ the adventitious eleva- 
tion which they derive from their 
connexion with us. Kindness does 
not show itself in flattering their foi' 
hies, or in fostering tlieir vanity ; 
but in a steady desire to promote 
their real happiness. We should 
allow occasional ielaxation» not only 
for the management of their tempore 
and spiritual concerns, but aJso foe 
the purposes of innocent amuscmentj, 
though in this laiter particular it will 
doubtless be advisable to preserve some 
sort of suptrintendance over their plea- 
sures ; for servants have often a most 
diabolical pride in deceiving their aupe- 
riorsi and those hours are most likely 
to be ill employed which are removed 
from all restraining control. 

Waichjulness, therefore* becomes an 
essential part of a mistresses duty : how 
It con be practised by those " whose 
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feet never abide in their own house.** 
M difficult to conceive. We require 
too much from that nature which 
self-examination must tell us is weak, 
frail, and corrupt, when we expect 
that those who have no permanent 
interest in our concerns will supply 
the care, and good management which 
we totally omit. A negligent master 
and mistress are considered as law<^ 
ful prey by their domestiosj and'' 
those who are proverbially easy and 
know nothing, are at^ once cheated 
and despised for a disposition which 
(however it may engage the affection, 
and esteem of generous and enlightened 
characters) seldom fails to -excite, the 
rapacity of the ignorant^ .who are wise 
only in cunning. It is this which makes 
a previous acquaintance with domestic 
affairs so necessary a part of a. young 
woman's education; and it is to the 
neglect of this, tb^t the knavery of seiw^ 
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vantj may often be imputed} for they 
rarely attempt fraud and deceit, but 
when tbey think they may practice 
it with impunily. To epeak impar- 
tially, may we not also ascribe capri- 
cious, petulant, and suspicious mis- 
tresscB to the same source? By sett- 
ing out with unbounded confidence 
in those who serve us, we certainly 
open the door for gross imposition; 
and as detection is sure to follow 
dishonesty sooner or later, the natural 
transition in our own minds will con- 
duct us from cheated credulity to 
unjust suspicion i and if we are too little 
acquainted with houseliold management 
to know when we meet with fidelity and 
industry, everlasting jealousy and con- 
tention are the consequence, — till, by a 
most uncomfortable and culpable per- 
version of our judgment, we include all 
servants in one iniquitous class of cheats 
and deceivers. The almost \fvilable 
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consequence of this injurions concIosioQ 
15 that all with whom we are concerned 
will prove to be so. 

I am far from wishing a mistress 
of a family to be wholly engrossed 
with superintending the conduct of 
her household; much less would I 
have her establish a system oS espion- 
age^ and create herself inquisitor ge* 
neral; for these measures would only 
render her hated and unhappy. It 
is sufficient if she uniformly display vi- 
gilance and intelligence. No feult, 
which she is known to have observed 
should be suffered to pass without a 
reprimand, proportioned (let me be per- 
mitted to observe) to the moral (urpitude 
of the action, not to the casual inconoe^ 
nience which arises from it. All wilful 
neglects, and even insolence of behaviour 
come under this description, because at- 
tention and civility ^tq positive pvLVts of a 
iervant'S duty disprescribedhy the law of 
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God*: but awkwardness, forgetfulnesg, 

and error, should be treated with for- 
giving lenity. I am sorry to have . 
observed, that among the vices of the 
lower orders falsehood and envy seem 
so predominant as to be almost incu- 
rable. They are however such black of* 
fences, that a conscientious mistress will 
never rennlt her endeavours to expel 
them from her own household. By way of 
curing the first, she should easily pardon 
faults that arc frankly confessed ; nor 
should she too strictly persevere in in- 
quiries which she has reason to believe 
will create a strong temptation to dupli- 
city. By these methods, and by uniform- 
ly expressing her detestation of falsehood 
and evasion, she may break d, young ser- 
vant of telling lies of excuse, which many 



' " Servants, be subject to your own masters 
■' with all fear, not only to ibe go d and gentle, 
" but also to the frowaid. Not answering again. 
" Not alothl'ul ia business ; not witli eje-service.' 
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«cf the lower orders affirm to be no sim 
Another species of faliebood ippear» 
in mysterious secrecy, and firivolous de^ 
ception. Every mistress must have ob- 
served, at times, in her family, a sort 
of petty duplicity, and insignificant 
breaches of trust } the real guih of which 
consists not in the actions thenMelves,^ 
but in the pains that are taken to conceal 
them. I fear in the present state of ser* 
vitude, we must either be content to 
pass over such provocations, or perform 
our family offices ourselves^ Such con- 
duct is, however^ certainly blameablet 
and whenever a mistress is constrainei 
to observe it, she should express her 
hearty disapprobation of every thing 
which is Gontrary to openness and can» 
dour. But I would advise those who are 
teased by these unpleasant, shuffling, my- 
sterious proceedings, when they know 
them tp be allied with valuable -qualities 
,^as is sometimes the case), occasionally ta 



5S3 

appear not to observe them. Severity 
in trifles is sometimes a cause, and 
always an excuse, for this dubious 
behaviour. If, however, a mistress dis- 
cover a constant tendency to disguise 
on aU occasions, she must conclude that 
the integrity of that servant cannot 
be unimpeachable, ncr to be de- 
pended upon in things of consequence. 
The only cure for malversation is re- 
ligious principle; which, if firmly im- 
planted in the mind, would prevent all 
that eye-service ofwhich we so justly com- 
plain*. ' 

I fear envy is such a mortal canker, 
that, when once it has deeply penetrated 
-the heart, a total cure is impossible. It, 

■" " It is irapoBsiljle to secure the duty of infe- 
" riors," says bishop Taylor, " but by consci- 
" ence and good-will; unless provision could be 
" made against their secret arts and coiiceal- 
" ments, which, as no providence can foresee, 
" no diligence can cure." 
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however, frequently results from narrow- 
ness of thinking, and may be greatly 
counteracted by giving servants more 
enlarged views of the state of society, 
and their own positive duties and com- 
forts : to do so, will not be teaching 
them refinement, but sense; and from 
the monarch on his throne, to the hum- 
ble cottager, sound sense 2ind Just opinil 
ons are inestimable treasures. A steady 
rejection of a system of favouritism, and 
strict impartiality in domestic manage- 
ment, will at least relieve ourselves from 
the'reproach of having tended to excite 
this malignant spirit. 

Some well meaning people adopt an 
idea, that it is necessary to try the ho- 
nesty and veracity of their servants by 
concerted proofs. You will, of course, 
expect me to reprobate a mode of conduct 
which, is, in fact, usurping the post of 
the prince of darkness, and becoming at 
once the seducer and " the accuser of our 



995 

brethren." Many people never would 
have faILn into sin, but through the 
unlucky prevalence of a temptation 
which appeared to unite gratiritation 
and security. Before we lay a trap for 
a servant, let us reflect that there is a 
greater chance of our exciting a new 
desire, than that we shall stimulate an 
inveterate habit ; and even in the case of 
old offenders, it is possible that they 
may have resolved against the crime, 
and were endeavouring to gain a victory 
over a sinful course, when we basely 
betrayed them, and thus crushed " the 
limed soul that struggled to get free." 
Let us consider too, that every time 
an offence is committed, remorse and 
compunction are diminislied. The 
young beginner sins with fear and 
trembling i his tortured conscience so 
much afflicts him, that after the moment 
of commission he resolves to offend no 
more. Supposing him again overcome 



1 



Bjr temptation, his concern dccreases^^ 
till, if he persevere in an evil course» he 
finally vanquishes grief as well as shame. 
Thus by even allowing a hardened vil- 
lain to repeat his crimes, we lessen 
the probability of his repentance, and 
become accessory to his final destruc- 
tion. To prevent iniquity, not to detect 
and punish it, will be the study of a hu- 
mane mistress. 

Of course, all who are solicitous for the 
orderly government of their households, 
refuse to admit a servant without previ- 
ously inquiring into their character. 
Hence it becomes the duty of every one 
to speak honestly and candidly of the 
domestics whom they discharge. A re- 
ligious adherence to truth, in this parti- 
cular, would greatly tend to improve the 
vwrals of servants; and it is to be hoped, 
that the interference of the legislature, and 
the imposition of severe penalties, will 
enforce punctuality from those whom 
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honour could not bind to viHiiit^. 
It is fahe tenderness to disguise the 
faults of those whom you have Found 
to be incorrigibly profligate ; since bjr 
so doing, under the weak pretence dT 
not robbing a poor iservant of hex 
bread, you nxay chance to introduce 
depravity into a well-principled house- 
hold, some of whom they may pro- 
bably contaminate. Certainly there 
are degrees of guilt ; and when favour- 
able circumstances appear in extenu- 
ation of a fault, let not resentment induce 
us to paint it in its bhckiest colours. We 
should in this case bib so candid to in* 
quirers, as to discover what was done 
amiss, that they maf be guarded against 
bad consequences, supposing tb^y vea* 
ture upon the trial. 

Faultless characters arfe not to be 
found, even in those situations most fa* 
vourable to virtue ; much less must we 
iiope for them in the rank of life wl^ich 
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i^. auisi . exposed to temptation, atxS 
furnished with but icealc antidote^, 
cither from education, habit, exam- 
ple, or general opinion. It is, there- 
-fpre, more than possible, that those 
who believe themselves to possess a 
super-excellent dependent are the dupes 
. of chicanery and duplicity. There 
are some qualities which are more 
epecially to be valued, and others 
with which we may dispense. It is also 
possible, indeed I hope it often happens, 
that a servant is re/hnnedhy admonition, 
good example and discreet raaaagenient. 
We must allow much for the errors of 
ignorance. That mild indulgence for fe- 
male' frailty, which it is so fashionable to 
claim from our sei, with respect to what 
are called gentle errore, though culpable 
and dangerous when exercised to those 
whom fortune secured from solicitation, 
and rank hedged round from pollution, is 
1101 ooly merciful hut just, when excited 
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by:. the ^b^ckdidings of the uotaught 
child of indigence. It is in a bumr 
bk station, in which loss of charac- 
tcr exposes women to all the infamy 
and. misery of venal prostitution, that 
we should. extend our arm to rescue 
a fallen sister^ and once more re- 
store her. to the competence of mr 
dustry. Whenever youth, or extreme 
simplicity, or gross ignorance, or bad ex- 
ample, or strong temptation, or great 
neglect, can be pleaded in excuse of ^ 
Jirst offence, pardon should be prompt^ 
I do not say it should precede contrition 
in all instances; in some^ perhaps, our 
first act of kindness must be. to awaken 
remorse. We should, however, take care 
80 to proportion ourpity,that it can never 
be construed into an encouragement to 
sin. This caution is extremely necessary 
in these times, when it is lamentable to 
observe what slight ideas are formed of 
thef value of chastity among women in low 
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nife. Bastardy h scarcely tie%kOtted x 
.6bgrace, -and criminality before mar* 
iriage is too common eveft to excite 
aurprise. When wc add, to this lat 
idea of our first <Hstinction, the oni- 
versal passion for dress )Uid esipence 
which has seized those ^ho ha^e no 
^Ironest dependence hut on frugality 
ind industry, t«ce mmt discover a mo^ 
alarming prospect of degradation and 
-extreme infamy. T'et tvtiwc s(hall our 
tensure point ? Surely, at those who by 
Ihcir luxury and nntempted pto&igacy set 
ian example of evil ; at those from whoni 
as more inducements to virtue and better 
guards of -discretion were given to fhem, 
*iore correctness of morals will be re- 
squired. 

I am firmly persuaded, that 3, general ' 
Metermifiation o( m'lstrtssts to discoun- 
tenance all improper and unsuitable ap- 
J)arel, all needless expencc, and ridicu- 
lous imitation of iashionable modes. 



would efiect s^ speedy;/ refovmatibn^ in 
the appearance not onlf Qf f<»nale 
8ervaots» but of ail the humbfe ranks 
of life.< Biiit here unhappily, as ia 
CVQcy other iostanee, ocir ov?a y^niiy 
)^tcay6^ us ii^lo> tbo iaqonvenience 
which' we^ afterwards find su^h cause 
to regret. Some silly gentlewooeian, 
adopting, the supercilious hamQur of 
Addison's Brunetta*, detprmin^s that 
her handmaid shall! rival, in smartness, 
that con^etitor whom she herself 
cannot eclipse in taste or .beauty^ An 
attempt of this kind qannot be made 
without causing a general tumult in the 
lieighbourhood; for all thcM^i^^^^ 
3etties immediately recollect some de« 
grading, anecdote of the poor dt>^orated 
j^kdaw, or some reason why they have 
an equal right to wear peacocks' fea-^ 
thers« ^9(q mii;}((fesi( (I mean no vaun 
m^^^^^ which qualified negative almost 

^gpfCtator^Nof »r,. 
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amounts tpa positive) likes to see her 
damsels look shabbier than tfab'se of 
other peopkj and the metamorpho- 
sis of gowns and bonnets' becomes 
as general and instantaneous, as that 
which Ovid recoi'ds of the ' stones 
flung by Deucalion; for, undcfr the 
forming hand of a dress-maker and 
milliner, beauty and grace grow out 
of as shapekss masses, and the world 
seems peopled with another order of 
beings. The laws of Fashion ait how- 
ever, the exact reverse of those of the 
Medes and Persians; and her hum- 
ble worshippers must find their- time 
consumed, and their ingenuity and mo^ 
ney wasted, by those liberal sacrifices to 
this deity which their slender means cad 
ill afford. Thus holiday gentility begets 
every day untidiness, and occasional re^ 
gard to appearance becomes ^ anotbef 
name for, slatternliness. Young women 
used to consider servitude as the bank 
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on which they drew for their little mar-J 
riage portion ; and even in choosing 
their clothes the cautious girl looked 
^rward to the future wants of the 
Goody^ and evinced, her provident re>» 
gard to usefulness^ by her preference! 
of stout, everlasting, and substantial cam -> 
let. I suspect that no draper's shop 
could now furnish these, or even sU 
inilar arriclesiand unqucationably, thejr 
would never meet with purchasers among 
our advocates for. light floating dra<< 
pery, who begin life with a resolution 
to spend as &st as. they earn. Henca 
arise wretchedness and poverty in thci 
married, state;. hence total dependence 
and helplessness in the case of sickness^ 
or any other misfortune; and hence 
are the haunts of prostitution thickly 
peopled wi|h: the miserable victims 
of vanity and . extavagance ; most - of 
whom, from their rapidly increasing 
Aumbersy cw haye no resource but 
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to eat the wages of shame, lill pre* 
ttatare d^alh terminates xuispeakable 
misery. 

Are these consequences deplorable B 
Is this portmit true ? Then let the com* 
jpassionate matron^ who weeps over this 
dcrastation of female innocence, this de- 
£ilcation of female, utility and respeo- 
k^ility^ earnestly consider what she is 
4oing, whea she first rouses the spirit of 
pamiy in the bosjom of an artless rustic^ 
by requiring from her young servants 
aay further attention to dress than clean* 
fiaess and neatness, or encouraging a 
jegard to appearance beyond an abhor* 
fence of rags and filth* Even when 
some provision for future contingencies 
bas been made,^ the dress of servants 
s][iould: always continue plain, uniform, 
and suited to their station^ I mean in 
convenience of shape, as well as pro» 
priety of materials. Feathers rattling 
among our pots and saucepans,, trains. 
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sweepiog our ddpptQg''pansi> and mus** • 
lio dresses scrubbmg our FOom», >caii < 
only eiEcite ludkrous idea» in tl^e h!^* - 
holders; while thb poor deccMrat^dbtock^ 
pi^tiently endui^s the inoonvenienc^i in > 

the hope that^every one wiU admire 
h«tr cleganqe^ But I have 4iot y^et men*^ 
tioned that acme of absurdity (to give 
it 9Q stronger name) to ythxQix cari^ 
caturcd refinement : has ^ hurried^ thc^ 
age#^. Indelicacy tieadi upon the heels ^ 
of; impropriety^ Diana, in her ' dia- 
mond crescent^ cannot didrobe faster 
than thevwoodnymphir who attend her J > 
and as Fielding observes of his* Sophia^ . 
•^whent the lady » uncovers her arms, > 
V Avhich i have all the^ properties of wax 
^*'but that ofimehtn^. her maid Mrs. ~ 
^ Honour exhibits, her resemblance o£ 
^bi^llt^beff withi^eqtiali sang?froid-and^ 
*^to thesame €icteijt;-* ' Ihaveariavet- 
sionio^he Venus deM&iicis^s^miwwheOi^' 



It is carved in alabaster ; and I hojpe that 
the numerous brick-bat tnode)s which we 
meet with in sculleries will persuade* the 
indignant goddess to resume her veU i 
till she sets the -example, there is ltd 
hope of reformation. In vain shall w^ 
preach ccconomy and propriety, if we 
show those who look up to ui for exam* 
pies the method X>i being extravagant and 
ridiculous. '--^ * > 

Thus, as in all other authoritative 
situatioQiB, example closes the circle of 
prescribed duties^ and its infioence on 
subordinate stations is almost invincible: 
You rardy see the master and^'mistresS' 
of a family distinguished for propriety 
and goodness, without observing that 
the servants exhibit the aspect of decen** 
Cj and order. When the heads of the' 
house are dissipated; vip^ and profligacy 
xeign in the kitchen; the extravagance 
of the lady is reflected by her myrmi-^ 
dons. Is she absm'dly ^emulous of her 
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superiors ;- does she launch into ex-- 
peaces merely because she cannot bear 
to be outdone;. you will generally find; 
that every female in her house is a 
tawdry beggar, and intimately ac- 
quainted with the internal regulations 
of a pawn-broker's shop. On the 
other hand, is the mistress contented ia 
her station, (economic, industrious, do- 
mestic, and prudent, the servants will 
not be gadders and gossips; their 
appearance will be plain; their man- 
ners regular ; they will find amusement 
in their occupations^ and the song of 
cheerfulness will carol to the wheel of 
diligence. 

Nor is the benefit of a good example 
confined within, the walls of our owa 
dwelling* To you, my dear young friend^ 
who are by birth appointed to that most 
enviable of all situations a country gentle* 
woman, I can with peculiar applicability 
poiQt.outthe beneficial consequences of 

q6 
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pnideiiGe, gentleness, demnt vtspeefe 
to your own rank, kiiyl s^ention^ 
to the wants and: oomforts of others,,, 
and regard to religious duties^ as re^^ 
fleeted in the appearance ol^ a< village, 
which looks up to you as- its standi 
ard of right. Hippywould itbt for this- 
kingdom^ if in^ncc were always as> 
happily exerted > in favour of moral Am^ 
provement! 

The virtue of charity 1ms Heen so often^ 
commended in the course of our corrc*- 
spondence, that I shall only brielS^ men« 
tion it in this letter. Benevolence is car- 
plainly a prime part of ourduty^ to our in*' 
fcriors. Happily it is not ^ overlooked in^ 
this kingdom.. In our laudable endear 
vours foi: bett^rii^ the condition of the 
poor, let us> ,l|j^we ver, bear in mind twa • 
considerations, which ever ought to guide 
the liberal hand of unsparing beneficence : . 
limean that, we should . never excite the 
tasatiableiippetite ofzmpro^r^nemenij . 
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sm^ beware of cacouraging that j&erjoe^ 
tual dependence on our ^id which weak- 
ens the moral St iniulusvfrom/iwi^kh in^* 
4ustry and? provident care: for^ the fu* 
tare are derivedl It is in these. par^> 
ticulara: that tlie poor of this, kingdom . 
are placed in^ a ttu>r5^ situation thano 
their, ancestors*^ Paroclual xel'vef, though ; 
it is their only bulwark against ia|D6olate 
want? that has yet beea^ discovered, sel-^ 
dioni fails to iii^re tjbie c^afacter^of those 
who frequently clainir iti. Hemre the. 
incalculable sufierioritf of- every* plan ^ 
which profK)s^ to p^^ei^rve the poorv 
from djs tress,. OMer thpse^ yn^vih barely v 
tend to preyeni^thenii^frqiiE^;Suikipg.un^ 
dy^r . i ts gaiUii^ i^e^i»ie« > 
. As fas, . tJftccc^ovQ^ aa tJ^iAi^^fCNseoC^ 
any lad}iK caa cxtend^^ Jiol li« be the^p^^ 

tronesao£ind^astry«aiidfj^aJiity^,tlM re* 
warder* oS^mmti . and t lie^ento^^c^* ifur - 
xQocality.. Let be€ acquaint. iiei»e];l?withi^ 
thprcoiLymiiA <d: tl>eJuD% ^imk ahe< 
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sm::^ to inre^ befinre she talccs them 
ciH( ce tbtk c«ti huds^ and teaches 
t)<c:: ^^ 3s;i»d upoo her assistance. 
T> :>^ ^Qid. she shookl (as has been 
H46«e x>h$cnKd^ know what they have it 
711 thrcr power to earn^ what sum is 
M^e$;$^ for their subsistence^ what far 
AWy&y^» what for indulgence. Tie 
iMifty earth does not produce her de- 
licicies in sufficient redundance to alloir 
aH her (^spring to partake of them; hot 
when the relish has not been acquired, 
this privation is tK)t painful. The in- 
creasing opulence of every ascending 
rank proportionably increases care, re- 
sponsibility, and indulgence. It is our 
duty to remember tbisj both in respect 
tb those above and those beneath us. If 
we encourg^e indolence, or foster unrea-*^ 
sonable appetites, our benevdence makes 
us bad citizens. Age, infirmity, sick- 
ness, unprotected infancy, widowhood^ 
and-imbedlity, have a right to pecuniae^ 
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aid ; ahd what we give to cxtravagancej? 
idleness^ or dissolute m^fals^ is in fact 
taken from these just claimants. 
^ To discharge our duty well in the 
relative stations of life, amfde fortunes 
or superior information are not neces- 
sary. The widow's i mite was accept- 
ed znd recorded^ to '* a cup of cold 
water'/* given oii christian motives, ii^' 
promised' a reward. Out of her littte 
barrel of meal and scanty cruse,* thc^ 
4^idonian widow maiiitaihed the exiled 
prophet of God;* They who : confine 
their notions of- bcnevxrfjence^ ta tfee 
ovdrjhmfigs - of weahh, forget * t hatf 
christian charity is founded on self^dc^ 
nial \ '".■■ •' ' •*i- '■' ■ ' '••'. i -^ i'.i. 
^ 'These reMalk^yffiy deaf miss <M-4^^-«^ 
are hot titfcessary ta'^u ; hut the timos> 
rt^uire theml 'Thb'^qualtfliog spirit of^ 
the age; and theaiMbndaiht largesses wbich* 
weallh Ainspfti(ngly^bestowd^* 'induce thd* 
^r M^etdfttftcdf^ttiie mfoaiho iss 



mribich Umittd frugality, cm fim^entlg 
tS^vdi The ingratitude, and extr^va* 
gaiiTO of the: lawer orders are therefore 
ftequentlyv uiged» by those who have 
QPt much to bestO!r> as a reason for re- 
serving^that little to their owi|. use. The 
lap^ty of self-indulgence must, bow- 
4stfei). be checked;, the pc^l^^e com^ 
9and of'our Ma3tfr< n^^^st not bip £[h:- 
gotten^ T»T'hisQwn^%mi^Woi' t;#n4ef. 
Iiity to the migratefoii gvierlpojijed^ If' 
ylft sbouidfi really be so ufi&!rtui»ate)iy si- - 
tUAtediaa to koow no object' who de<r> 
acrtes or requkes o^ur aid^ let us theiV' 
^member that we can further^ the. biS'^ 
neficial pucposes of publi<« eh^^i ty > We ^ 
arc ouiselves naked and. hungry, unjess.> 
n^ ai« ad^reed :e^ ied. iby v ^> riches of 
Gf^'k meicyi We ^m comixWH^lNlii^J 
^ to do g9od,i. and i to be ready ^ tp » 
^ comnuinicate to thoae whi^ arev h^- 
^ need/'' We ace also .enjoined; to ks^R > 

owfe bodiei ii^ sub)ectiiHi^::a«4m^^ 
It 
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shall never avoid indulging ourselves in 
sinful propensities^ unless we are accus* 
tomed to tlie wholesome discipline of 
moderating or denying our innocent de- 
sires. If we permit ourselves to ple<id 
experienced ingratitude» as a reason for 
abstaining from the duty of benevo* 
lence, we shall become in every sense 
of the word uncharitable, selfish^ im- 
placable, uncandid, and petulant^ {uU 
of envy^ swollen with pride, haughtyt 
and vain*glorious» without kiii^y af^^^ 
fections to our brpther man, and uih 
thanl^ful Co Gpd» How .detestable is 
such a character, and how intimately 
has our blessed Master united duty with 
respectability and true e^JQymenU 

I reoaain* my dear miss M— — , 
^yer faithfully youra^ fc& 
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LETTER XV, 



On the Duties qf declining life and old Agt^ 



MY DEAR MISS M- 



We have coni$id<*red the sphere of ge- 
neral utslicy in which ProTidejQce de-« 
sigDed that our sex should move. We 
have investigated the oblique patbii 
jn which the frailty of our nature^ and 
the strong inducements of external 
femptations, have firequcntljp'made us 
wander^ and we have also reviewed 
our general and relative duties as chris- 
tiahs, as rational creatures, as the wives, 
and mothers of the human race, and 
as the regulators of domestic com- 
fort and family order. We seem now 
to have conducted the female cha-^ 
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racter to* that stkge of lift which re- 
qdires and deserves tranquillity and re- 
pose. Yet even hither the obligations 
of duty atid usefulness acidompany us $ 
not indeed do they quit us on this side 
the" grave, utrleSs wfc ire destined to 
hang suspended ove^ its brfnk, stretched 
on • the couch of ' bedridden inanity. 
Let no one, therefore, suppose that be- 
cause the decline' of life is generally less 
crowded with busy occupations^ we 
nay devote it without hesitation to 8eI-> 
fish enjoyment. 

^ For better purposes to Savoured man 

>., '' Is lengthof daysy Uemeiidoas blessingi given; 

.f ; To regulate our Iife'« disordered ptao, 

** Aud purify the UemishM soul for heaveu. 
^* How blest >who thuH, by added years improved*! 
' *^ Witl] cautions steps Hheir lengtheti'd journey 

tread,- [ . - 
f* Andy horn the task of sultry life remOv'd. 
V, **,CQoyerse witlj wisdom in its ev'ning shade!^ 
' . Mrs. Carter's Poeow. 



/I ^ icfifc:ic3s Qo the icciproc^ 
^j^»d» oi Touth and age, and on 
^igt ^iBCsp^!MOS of declining life, shall 
^^pp-tii^ a corre^&dence in. which I 
jBi^ff ajself the pleasure and im^ 
KtudseBt have been mutual. % ana^ 
1$^ the faults of others, / have 
jjiggtahtd mysetf with better armour 
^Host my own errors; aod the subject 
Atf I am about to discuss leads me. 
n think, that the counsels of ejcpo- 
lience may occasionally have relieved: 
you from the incertitude o£ youthful- 
timidity. 

The primary duties of declining life; 
are certainly due to our own &mily, and 
those remnants of friendship and early 
connexion which death, or the vicissi? 
tudes^of fortune, still perno^it us to retain^, 
for this is not the period to extend our. 
acquaintance and enlarge our circle, when 
we feel: ourselves daily less capable of 
slowly pacing a circumscribed: round. 
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<>ur first ^vtplrattod for cfeceht rctreit 
19, to let the strictness of maternal su« 
thoritjr gwdually subside into afftction- 
ate •ftiendship. When the judgment of 
a young pferson has ^o far ripehed as to 
becortie adequate to the tdntmoh pur- 
poses of life, the mothet will do well 
to change command into C6uttsel, ahd 
positive prohibition into reason and ar- 
^g;mnent. The period between adoles- 
cence and maturity stems to be the age 
ttt <srhich we should attempt to govern 
hy influence, and to direct the tinder- 
4^anding rather by insinuattofi thah de-* 
cisivc control. A^ years adfanfce, the 
cord of restraint should contimie to be 
slackened ; and in proporttott to this ^- 
laxation, the ties of affection and esteem 
ishould, if possible, be Strengthened, 
till attachment afld habit have formed 
the intiidlable tefnent of maternal and 
ifilial friendshipf. This surely never can be 
promoted by inverting the natural order 
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50 long sanctioned by exporiooce. A 
contending infant must certainly make 
a pert child, a froward girl, and an 
insolent dai^bter. The compkunts which 
parents in declining life frequently makit 
of the neglect and unkindness of their 
children^ are mostly ascrib^le to their 
own bad management, they indulged 
and humoured them -when they ooght 
to have had them in . subjection j and 
then expected to govern them when 
habit had engendered stubbornness, 
and custom acknowledged and justi" 
Jied their claim to self-government. 

The mother who has preserved the 
affections of her children, and brought 
them up ^^ in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord,*' has made the richest pro- 
vision for her declining years; and she 
may then with propriety begin to relieve 
^cr own shoulders from the burthen of 
worldly care. Our sex is charged with 
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£ndi»g it very difficult to grow old 
when they ought i and the beauty of 
a daughter is said to be never tho- 
roughly admired by a mother who 
piqued herself upon her early love- 
liness. There is some truth in this 
charge; but the picture of a faded toast 
covering her gray locks with false hair, 
brightening her dim eyes with a large 
portion of rouge> exposing her shrivelled 
person, imitating in her girlish titters 
and jaunty step the vivacity of youth, 
and looking around to see if she has 
withdrawn admiration from those fair 
blossoms of unassisted nature which 
bloom beauteous at her side, is so irre- 
sistibly ludicrous, that I should hope the 
general inclination to laugh at such gross 
folly makes people often accuse maternal 
vanity, when the sprightly matron only in- 
tended to pave the way for the daughter's 
conquests. 
This view of the world has made me 

5 



lament the indispensable necessity of 
diaperons fbr spinsters who bave pass* 
cd the age of juvenile indiscretion ; sup- 
posing that it must be miserable, for 
ladies in the autumn of their days 
to be compelled to pass not merely 
their midiughi but their morning 
hours alao» in the &tigiiing scenes 
of public amusement and private dissipa« 
tion> as often as any ummarried fncnd so« 
licitfd them to forego those comforts of 
rest and repose which must be so much 
more congenial to declining strengtl^ 
and imp^red health. Above all, 1 hava 
lamented the absolute necessity of thei^ 
adopting the chilling costume, without 
^icb, I suppose, it is impossibte for them 
to be admitted within the p^cincts of fa* 
shion. Contemplating th2 mournful list 
of diseases dire, catarrhs^ asthmas, rheu* 
matics^ palsies, &c, ta which decaying 
fabrics are more exposed, znA feeling the 
comforts of fleecy hosiery and warm wrap^ 
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i^ngs, I tiave'hai^ the prestimption to s\jp- 
pose thata general insurrkction of ini<idle- 
aged ladies, in defence of the privileges 
smted to their years, might prx)cure'thetn 
a chartfJr to authorise their wearing 
^eeves> • pebticpats, and handkerchiefs^ 
^AS' for ^M wontien, k will not be 
'liecessaiy to pi>t in any saying clauses 
'^n their adfcbunt ; for in genteel life the 
*order is txtinct. With this very hum- 
4>le effort to setvd the kJot they wor- 
ship, self {which on that account will, 
'\ trusti be' kindly recfeived), I make my 
•fircwel cwrtsey to* •* the fashionable 
world;" amoiig whose virtues I grate- 
fully acknowledige the^gaygood-bumour» 
and polite flonchaUnCe> • with which' 
it' etidifres ceAsure, : defies reproach^ 
vand even cftjdys a saftii-e.on its own 
'vitcs that pfomises td'kittt^mci thus 
Jiavfeg to iftyself, and Ifhe industrious 
tribe to whom I belong, the ever-neiv^t^ 
light of {^ofi^flrfg otir its vlce« a£K]absurdi<- 
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ties. I will address the fcmuoder of 
this letter to a less incorrigible order of 
beings. 

To the gradual abdication of maternal 
authority, a progressive resignation of 
superfluous ornaments of dress and plea* 
surable pursuits should be added. I do 
not mean that this dereliction should 
proceed to total negligence or entire 
seclusion ; but that, in the former case, 
we should forbear to set ^^ an odorous 
*^ chaplet of sweet summer buds on 
" the icy brow of Hyem," because 
every tittering girl will discover that 
it is done '^ in mockery V' and in the 
latter instance^ that we should sit so 
loose to active enjoyment^ as ipost 
willingly to reliaqyish a place at a party 
of pleasure, to gratify the longings of 
sanguine youths nay, that we should 
bri > IV minds to such a state, as to 
receive more satisfaction from the recapi- 
tulation of such scenesj when described 
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by a daughter or a niece, than the being 
^A eye-witness could have communi* 
C2fted. This is not supposing or recom- 
Qiending an untimely or entire renuncia* 
lion of the world. While we continue 
to have the chatge of young daughters, 
ve must, most unquestionably, for their 
sakes, mix in its more festive scenes as 
often as prudence and propriety enjoin 
that they should enjoy those amuse- 
ments, which it is necessary our 
presence should sanction. The absurd 
laws of fashionable life require matrons 
to initiate single ladies in continual 
dissipation ; there seems also to be an 
opposite error in the middle classes, 
permitting* their grown girls to go every 
tohere^ without the least restriction from 
the presence of a mother or staid relation^ 
who would not only prevent the imperti« 
nent ^ advances of forward pretenders^ 
but also check those ebullitions of vo« 
Utile spirits which are apt to hurry the 
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possessor into extravagance, if^ntk Into 
vice. The evils that arise from neglected 
infancy arc comparatively trivial, to the 
consequences which must ensue from 
suffering youth to run its headlong 
course unadmonished and unobserved. 
A signi6cant glance from a maternal 
eye may prevenl a thousand impro* 
prieties ; nip a dangerous intimacy in 
its bud ; correct a vivacity, urhicb, 
though resulting from innocence, is 
often ascribed to improper levity ; and 
extricate a heedless inexperienced girl 
from embarrassments, with which it 
would be impossible for her to contend 
self supported, 

^ But, though our appearance in jDi/Wic 
5re';/i?5'ofamusementshouldratherdepend 
upon the wishes and necessities of others 
than on our own, as long as our health 
and faculties will permit us to add to 
the pleasures . of social intercourse, J 
would advise my sex not to give them- 

3 
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srelves up to total seclusion. " If they 
can bring good*bumour and cheerful* 
ness into (company, they may be assured 
that their presence will be a valuable 
addition to its delights. There are very 
few young people who would not love 
the society of their seniors, provided 
they were treated with kindne$s and 
condescending^ attention to the pro- 
pensities and errors incident to thieir age. 
The trite^ rule, that old people should 
remember they were young, and the 
young should consider that if they live 
they, will be ojd, is quite 'sufficient to 
establish the commerce of different ages 
t)n an agreeable footing. Let us picture 
to ourselves the wisdom of declining 
years removing the doubts and con- 
firming the judgment of youthful inex- 
perience ; and receiving, in return, 
those exhilarating supplies of vivacity 
and amusement which its exhausted 
spirits ^ofteA require. Does not this 

B 3 
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kica present to the mind one of tbe 
most amiable and valuable portraits of 
social life, exercised in tbe beneficent 
ofSces of relieving the mutual wants^ 
of humanity ? Let us take sound 
sense and good temper for the charac* 
teristics on one side, and let modesty 
and sprightliness predominate on the 
others affection, and a desire to serve 
and to please, must be mutual^ 
and surely a friendship that is founded 
on an equality of years can hardly 
furnish so many essential requisites 
for happy and improving inter- 
course. 

To increase the effect of its admoni* 
tions, age should always place its supe* 
riority in a true light ; it being an ad- 
ventitious and relative, not an inherent 
distinction. If, while we obliquely lec- 
ture tbe extravagancies of youith, we 
glance occasionally at our " own salad 
days," when we also ^* were green in 
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jtidgment,'^ wc shall greatly abate the 
qfensiveness of prescription. The nar* 
rative of our mischances, proceeding 
either from the want or the neglect of 
instruction^ will persuade our hearers of 
the integrity of our intentions ia bestow- 
ing «7 upon them; and they. will be con» 
tented not to be wise before their time, 
provided we yield them the empire which 
youth and beauty may claim with pro* 
9tiety, and do not require them to 
iieten to us as to beings who are 
lexempt from error. The sombre 
•colour^ ia which we must occasionally 
depicture life, in order that we may^ 
jchetk the cxtn&me avidity of youths 
•6a} pursuit,, and 'the ardour of sanguine 
^expectation^, will appear more natural, 
if wc direct tibeir recollection > to the 
images that occupied their minds in 
their childish . days, and the little 
TClish tfaey^ now . have for the enjoy- 
ments whi€h then seemed impossi- 

R 4 
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I have spoken of vivacity as the dis; 
tinguishing feature of youth ; but it by 
no means follows, , that age OfUght to 
adopt the sober uniform of tristful me- 
lancholy. . If it prefer the attire of gra- 
vity, let that decorous garb resemble 
/the robe of ** the starr'd Ethiop 
queen,': and be studded over . wit||i 
lucid span^es. I grant, the sportive 
train of Euphrpsyne, who ",trip on the 
light fantastic toe," would be rather 
inconvenient partners tp those who 
limp through the vale of years j but, ?/* 
possible, Ipt . cheerfulness . conduct us 
to life's Ifttiest ^3tage. , There is i some- 
thing delightfully . exfeijarating in. the 
sporjtive good-humour of an, agreeable 
old womaa.:. I have ^yen seen assumed 
coquet ry . appear ; infinitely eng^grng^ 
.wli^n :it <was adopted to correct and 
instruct a.grapdTdaughter., You obsery^ 
I speak of . an a fecled^ ^not sl real Airf 
tation s und I premise, that th^. actor ha,d 

^ 5 
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a moral purpose* When cbeerfulness 
struggles with disease and hopeless iofir- 
tnity, she presents us not merety ftA 
amiable but a sublime Object: for 

now, my dear miss M > cain wc 

better estimate tf*e power of religiory^ 
than when we perceive that it enables 
the soul to emei^e from the fuins of 
its earthljr tabernacle^ not orily with- 
out terror, but with a serene conx-^ 
placence almost aniountkig to- exulta- 
tion ? 

I believe mental energy and bodily ac« 
tlvity are the best medical recipes that 
have been discovered to retard the pro- 
gress of physical decay. When the 
wish of repose increases upon us> we 
should exercise our judgment, to distin* 
guish whether it is the positive call of 
nature, or the cravings of self-indul- 
gence ; and as we value the enjoyment 
of our remaining days, wc must comply 
with the fbrn>er, and combat the latter; 

•5 
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Ikt us apply to the emplojrtnentd that ^ 
most interest us as long as possible, and. 
decline the $ssi!ftance of others as long 
^ we are abk td perform little offices > 
for ot(r«e!ves.. To •Mivc all the days 
of our lives,'.' in ^ ratienalj not a 
BacchctntUian %Q^9^i is most desirable i 
fbr our iQortal existence 13 a burden, 
and not - a ' btessmg^, , M^hen^ the^ spring . 
of the mind^ as vercU as the sinews of 
the bod)r,\ is bioken down, and feeble 
dependence is cor^t trained to lean oa 
extraneom sepporlv- Iii>soch estate 
we may and ^th list contiaue, if it be 
the will of Gody till he separates im* 
patient fl^e from its lo^ Of drossy alloy,. 
and purifies ii; into-^thepeal mind* > But ; 
surely .it tmQst be a sensible aggravation > 
to the ^miseries of those who thus-drrak 
the bitten drega of life, to have thei^v. 
scanty ^^hare of recollection £lled with 
llie consciousness, that indolence and 
sel£^iiAd«UgencelMvej67^e7;2a/i/re/j/ brought 

tt 6 



S72 

on those' years in which tb^y |eel thefc 
is no pleasure. : 

Another preventive to growing okl 
before our time is, to avoid incurring 
those habits, which will drive us to our^ 
own bed-chambers, and, what is still 
worse, confine us to the society of in- 
terested dependence. I have mentioned: 
cheerfulness and good-hutnour as the 
credentials which will ever procure 
admittance into good company. Ta 
preserve our title to these, we must 
watch against those notions and 
habits which are apt to predominate 
when disappointment and lassitude 
have prepared the wearied mind foi 
misanthropy, or at least rendered it 
indifferent to surrounding objects. It 
is certainly extremely desirable, that we 
should not be too much attached to what 
we must soon relinquish ? Yet, on the 
other hand, if we cut the knots which 
bind us to the world faster than nature 
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t^nties them, wc excoriate instead of 
liberating our hearts ; and there is 
tt)Qre probability of their beconiing can- 
k^ed o'er with ' spteen, than that, they 
will be so purified as to render them; 
a willing and acceptable pfiering to 
God. If we seclude ourselves from 
society further than our religious du-; 
ties, our infirmities, ' or the decorums 
due to pur age, justify,, we shall not 
think mortwiseljf than our neighbours,, 
but more austerely. We shall look 
on errors as crimes, ^nd turn dis- 
similarity of opinion into error. If 
our intercourse is chiefly limited to 
those who dare not contradict us, we 
shall infallibly become dogmatical and 
opinionated ; and our tenacity, in- 
stead of giving sanction to the purity 
of our principles and the rectitude of 
, our conduct, will render even our wisdom 
and virtue forbidding and disgusting. 
They viho would reform the world (and 
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who so proper for the undeftaking ** $ai^ 
the hoaiy head» wtien it is found mi 
the paths of rigt(leousiit$» ?^*) shouW* 
remember the apostolicd rule of tecoin-*' 
ing ^^ all things to aH meiv that by any<. 
•* means they might gain sottje/* TTi* 
uncomplyihg4U9peet of steril stern reproof ' 
is-ill adapted to tlfe- office of persua^on.^ 
If We require youth to 5ac^ifice itS'incK- 
nations and passiods to our admomtibns, 
we mu^t-take especial care th)at its atterr*- 
tion shall not be diverted ftom its own 
improvement, by the irresistible in-- 
ducement of zn obvious reiorty which 
our own petulancd or positiveness has 
deserved, and rendered but too* appli^ > 
cable. 

But notwithstanding all these hero-- 
ical endeavours to delay as long as w*: 
can the period of our playing nobody irt 
the drama of life, the time commonly at. 
length arrives when our excursions can- 
not extend far beyond our own fite- 
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sM^Sj and our limited observation* 
must be contented with the confined 
amusements which the domestk circle 
affords us. Happy they who at this, 
or indeed at afty other period of 
declining life*, possess the luxurious 
enjoyment of long-established well-pro* 
ved friendship ! Age is always said to 
be garrulous; and bow can this pro* 
pensity be so delightfully gratified, as 
in the society of cwie with whom we 
can discuss those scenes of early life 
which are viewed with tenfold interest, 
and glow with more viyid colours, 
when descried through the softening 
perspective of time ? When memory 
be^ns to fail, it resembles the telescope^ 
near objects and late events are but 
dimly discerned, and make a faint impres* 
sion ; while expatiating on those which arc 
remote, it ms^nifies them into distinct* 
ness and splendour. Hence the conver* 

• See Letter xi. 
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ution of aged J>cople generally coiir 
sists in tales of past times ; and if 
they are faittful chroniclers, an~ inr 
telligent auditor will always listen to 
them with delight : , but the plea- 
sure of the relater is exquisitely in* 
creased, when a venerable cotempo* 
rary is at band to confirm the narrative^ 
or to elucidate, it with additional cir-^ 
cumstances. 

But though an occasional companion 
of our own age^ especially such a one 
with whom we can renew the endear- 
ments of ancient friendship^ is highly 
gratifying ; if the pressure of infirmities 
be very severe, it rarely happens that 
the comfort of- old people is really in* 
creased by residing together, unless they 
have done so from an earlier period of 
life. In the last stages of our existence, 
habit becomes extremely tenacious; ac-: 
quiescence is painful y anguish arid weari* 
someness can ill spare those attentions 
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ythxch humanity to the infirmities^ and 
observance of the wants, of our compa-r 
nions requice ; and it is justly observ- 
ed, '^ that two groaning people makq a 
^* miserable concert/' Hence we may 
diacover the value of that benevolence 

4 

vvhich- uiftte$ the « different ages as well 
as. ranks in' society; and surely there 
cannot be a greater proof of real £opd« 
ness of.heart- in those who are blessed 
vrith ^ fuU.ieryi^pient' of their faculr 
tiesi ' thart ^Hfbiii -they devote their 
leisure infeJTVjLter HO divert the gloom 
that mu^t.ierVet' ioftr^de on the doleful 
8amehess^:Gf'de$3iepitude.' This was a 
distinguiaihifag cfaaracter^tic of a gentle- 
liun /whom, you' have often heard me 
Apphud: arid la^OKPt. With talents 
which'jQbtainod distinctibn in the most 
learned societies, with such natural 
and acquired elegance as favoured his 
admittance into the most polished com- 
pany^ .his ckrisiianized spi;*it often led 
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bim to prtkr thoie untniiem piths^ 
where he coold expect to meet with no 
Other eDteittinment thtn the patefbl 
welcome of infinnity, and the grAtuk^ 
tiom of his own a ppro v ing con- 
science. For these and all his other 
good deedsy we may trusty 4ie is now^ 
enjoying the foretaste of hia futuie 
eternal recompense, in t^e society of 
prophets and martyrs,, and of the s[Mritf 
of wise ** and just noen ^made perfect,. 
^ amid the church of the first^bonu'^ 
Happy wiir it be, if flMr hkr memorial « 
that he has left behind him^ of virtuea 
and taints shall excite the emulation: 
of such as now shrink with fantastical: 
horror from these duties ia^ \?^^ii 
his exalted mind found the xbost txi^ 
quisite satisfaction*. But to retain. 

* A faint sketch of this gentl6inan*« character 
may be met with in The Guardian of Education^. 
vol. iii. p. C42. It is also the subject of a toonody, 
ent i tied L} ciH» in the 3d vol . otthis aiit)ioi^sPpeti> 
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When protracted life has attained 
the period of which we are xx)w 
treating, a relinquishment of worldly 
concerns becomes necessary* To do 
this, requires great strength of mind 
and command of temper; for whi^t 
IS so difficult as to part with long-^ 
cherished habits of praise-worthy 
exertion, and, after we have been accus<» 
tomed-to lead and direct others^ to be 
obliged to submit to be led and directed^ 
perhapsina method whichisifs^oj/^tf/ to 
ourselves ?The Saviour ofth6 world points 
out this circun^tance to tbegreat apostle 
of the circumcision*; and though in that 
instance it prophetically icfqrred to the tri* 
alofmartyrdo(n,it may be considered as 
analogous to the common decrepitude df 
age: " Verily, verily* I say unto thee, 
'* When thou wast young, thou girdedst 
^* thyself and walkcdst whither thou 
^* wouldest ; but when thou ^halt be old» 

• John KX\ ver. IS ' 



380 

^* fhou sbalt stretch forth thy hands^ 
^ and aootber shall gird thee, and 
*^ carry thee whither thou wouldest 
^^ not." These considerations should 
forcibly strike all who have the care 
of^ infirm people, whose narrow bound 
of enjoyxncnts should be sacredly re* 
garded, and, the few pleasures that 
they can yet taste most charily prcr 
served. The time will probably arrive 
Fhen their own feelings will tell them 
that what they thought care was negli^ 
gence; and if this reflection do not arise 
from an acute sense of the bitterness of 
privation, wheii the grave has closed on 
those to whom we can no longer minister, 
an affectionate heart will always feel that 
the services which cannot be repeated 
were limited and cold. . 

As in active minds the desire of occu- 
pation always survives the power of per- 
formance, the burden of time becomes 
to such insupportable, and tLeir first and 
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last complainl always is, tliat Iheya're 
now good for nothing. .To remove 
this weighty pressure by . contriving 
little amusements, becomes the joint 
duty of all who have charge of this 
state of second childhood j but such 
compassionate anticipating kindness 
docs not exonerate the sufferers from the 
exercise of self control, which is as much 
their duty now, as it was in the early 
and happy period of youthful activity, 
** They serve who can only stand aa<i 
** waitV' as much as they who fly to 
discharge the behests of divine Provi* 
dence. When we can no longer actj we 
can yet obey ; when we can no longer da 
good to our fellow creatures, we can set 
them an example of resignation. Yet 
howoften does it happen, that decrepitude 
clings still closer to the world in propor- 

rion as sublunary engagements tear them- 

•■ ■ .' • • 

*Tlus sublime idea is taken from MUlon'e 20tfe 
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selves from its grasp! Heoce sprmg 
two dark and heavy c^ences, which ge* 
nerally gain ground '^ as we tend to* 
ward earth;'* an attachment to that 
^ golden snare" for which we have now^ 
so little usC) and an anxiety, to su« 
perintend the pecuniary concerns oC 
our descendants even after we are con«^ 
signed to the grave,— ^d this for as 
many generations as the law vf ill permii 
us to extend our precautionary limita* 
dons. The passion of entailing and 
fetteri ng their successors by whi msical and 
arbitrary restraints, is the last gratification 
of restless avarice, and generally seizes 
upon advanced life. Except for the pur* 
pose of securing property in the right 
line these restrictions are unjust, and 
often a fruitful source of domestic unhap« 
piness. Unless there be cause to suspect, 
either from the vices or prejudices of the 
next heir, that the family inheritance will 
be improperly alienated, every genera«> 
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tion should possess its natural right of 
managing its effectd according to its 
own discretion. In treating of the 
^errors which are incident to old age, 
it seemed requisite that I should not 
omit what is a very commpn one; 
though wooien so seldoni possess the 
power of exercising their caprice in 
this way, that thesp admonitions in an 
address to my own sex appear almost 
•supererogatory. Those who have "pro- 
perty to bestow^ should take care to 
perform that irpp^rtant duty at a time 
when their judgment is too sound to be 
influenced by other motives than justice 
and discretion, and before the habits of 
brooding reflection, constantly occupied 
in its own concerns, have taught them to 
attach ; importance to trifles^ and made 
them the 5^:;^^ of pique and prejudice, 
and the c/ee/^^ of artful blandishment. 

Often, at this period of life, those 
who have Ixen most tenacious of govern- 
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ing otBcfs, and conducting their affairs 
by the sole consideration of tteir.sove* 
reign will and pleasure, become the 
prey of some cunning dependant ; who 
having banished the relations and re* 
spectable connexions of their infatuated 
Victims by crafty subservience, exer- 
cise a most uncbnt rotable tyranny 
over what they consider, in every 
purport of the word, their property ; 
while the unhappy captives (for: in 
that light aged persons so 'situated 
must be considered), warped in their 
judgments by false representations, and 
precluded from an intercourse with 
those who would direct them right, ofteft 
conceive a strong attachment for the au- 
thors of this most unjust treatment It is 
extremely neural to feel grateful to those 
who personally minister to our infirmities, 
and perform for us those offices which are 
most necessary to pur corhfort; but our 
sense of these benefits ' should not obli- 
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terate the impressions of early. affec- 
tion or silence the sacred voice of 
justice in behalf of our relations and 
friends, who are perhaps prevented from 
thus constantly attending to our wants 
by nearer, and therefore prinnary claimi§. 
Stipendiary servicefe demand a reward 
in .proportion to the fatigue that they 
occasion, or the fidelity, adroitness, 
and alacrity with which they are per- 
formed ; but the ties of blood and early 
affection are sacred, and cannot be can" 
celled even by the utiworihiness of the 
immediate representative, unless he has 
no issue to rescind the deserved forfeiture. 
Were we to put ourselves in the place 
ef those who claim tq inherit our pro- 
perty, we should feel the justice of these 
remarks^ though, unquestionably, we 
are allowed some license as to the pro- 
portions in which we mak^e our distribur 
tion, where the wants and the deserts of 
our legatees may be fairly considered 

VOL, III. s 
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and if our kindred be remote, we naay ; ♦ 
also, without abrogating the laws ^f': 
God*, exercise the privilege of S€flictio'ff4 * 
If our obligalioQs to our domestics are'- 
principally confined to their humouring 
our waywardness and flattering pur 
foibles, it is more our business to re* 
form ourselves than to reward, them. 
But^ unhappily^ I am now preaching 
to ears almost as cold and dull as 
that of death. Enfeebled intellect 
and increasing obstinacy havet^ in. this. 
state of humiliated mortality, barred 
the mind against the admission of 
reason, especially if it approach in 
the shape of a moniton But since 
(like what was supposed to be the case of 
the provident ant) we ought to secure 

* For the Jewish law of inheritance, see Num- 
hcxs xxvii. ver. 6.; which law is exemplified in 
the xxxvith chapter. Though the judicial laws of 
Moses do not bind Christians, the civil institutions 
of our nation have recognised the justice of this 
distribution. 
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those stores hi autumn, which must' 
support ui in winter, let us among 
OUT preparations for growing old with 
propriiefty, lay up a double stock of/ 
caution against whims, peculiarities, and 
prejudices; and prepare an antidote 
for the morbid anodyne flattery, by 
pireiserving a relish for Wholesome re* 
pt05f, and subiduing that cfbstinate self* 
attachment which alone can render the 
ei^ressed juice of the nolo us creeper 
palatable. 

It being expedient to prevent the mind 
as long as possible from "constantly 
brooding over \ts o^n narrow concerns, 
or on the moulding particles of its de- 
caying associate, a rdlisfa for literature 
should be carefully cherished. Science 
and taste belong to that tailk of quidt 
companions, who are not terriified by the 
appearadce tff an arm cfhair, a wrapping 
shawl, and solitude. Reading, as lon^ 
^s prudent regard to the organs of vision 

s 2 
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will permit b a most gratifying em- 
ployment to an elderly perton who 
presences the power of clear . discrimi- 
nation. But this can never be enjoyed . 
in our declining years, unless the taste 
for it has been early acquired. Hence 
arises the advantage of extending 
our youthful studies as far. as our abilr- . 
ties and leisure will permit ^ for:t|t^ougba . 
in the busy scenes incident to the middle 
of our existence, there may be but 
few opportunities for indulging this 
appetite, it will revive at the season 
of retired privacy, and form one of the 
piost delightful interruptions to the 
sameness of solitude. 

It has been often observed, that im- 
provement can never take place at a late 
period in life i and the age of fo^ty-five 
was (as you wdl know) determined to be 
the r^wato^ period of amelioration. Many 
instances might however be given, of 
great mental attainments after that .age; 
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ind I think motal and'reli^ous oil- 
tivation never gots on niorc rapidly, 
than when we drive our ploughs down 
hilL But to cootinue the allusion in 
another point of view; though as long 
as the SUA of intellect continues to shine, 
the harvest of thought will in-» 
crease in ripeness arid value; those 
who neglected to sow the seeds of 
reflection till the end of summer, must 
never expect to reap their mature pro- 
duce. Just.as the green blade shoots 
forth the scttheof death, or the frost of 
oblivious infirmity y will cut down the 
hopes of the indolent husbandman who 
filunlbtred during the proper season of 
toil. 

Permit me in this place to indulge in a 
few reflect ions j which though not adapted 
to general use, force themselves upon my 
mind with irresistible urgency: Ifearhow*- 
ever, that thejjrisatobrstrorigly of egotism. 
Beside ^ke Wthkiat ion of our mortal ex^ 

S3 
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istence to nvbich all look forward, Ae 
close of a literary career presents mwy 
serious considerations to those who hav^ 
experienced Its delights and its pains» 
.These principally pr9ceed from those 
acute sensibilities which while they 
invigorate ^ fancy ^nd quicken ; obseir 
vation, particularly expose .the. pos- 
sessor to feel '^ the rubs and flouts^'' 
*^ the proud man's contumely," an^l 
/' all the scorns which merit'' mu«t 
ever experience, not only ffpm . *^ the 
unworthy" but from, competitors in 
the race of fame, from misconceived 
opinions, from severe censure and 
-from that capriciousness of popular 
opinion which frequently withholds its 
j)raise where labour and ingenuity alike 
claimed attention ^ and bestows that cele^ 
brity andemolutnent on a well- turned ^i^ 
(tesprii, an appropriate tale, or a local 
satire, which the writer of a profound 
thesis vainly contemplated^ and sootbc4 
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his painful labours with the hope of en- 
joying. 

Yet, notwithstanding that none but 
a writer can guess a writer's pains, the 
visits of fency, or the scintiHations of 
investigation, are so delightful, that 
their absence must leave a void in the 
mind when they cease to illuminate it^ 
which is more dreary than what is 
created by the cessations of ordinary 
occupations. It will, however, be advisa- 
ble for the possessors of these treasures, 
to look forward to the gradual relinquish- 
ment of delights so justly dear; and as 
nothing is more unlikely than that we 
should be able to appreciate our own 
decay, — it seems advisable, at that 
p<wiod of life when judgment usually be- 
comes defective, to accustom ourselves to 
an increased reliance on the opinions of 
others, whom we should encourage to 
frankness and candour by a ready ac- 
knowledgment of infirmity. The prb- 

s 4 
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ductions of even valuable authors in dd 
age seldom fail to diminish their reputa- 
tion, and often only present a mournful 
picture of stubborn infirmity scx>rning 
to yield to the inevitable lot of hu« 
manity. . It is more melancholy to see 
respectable talent burying itself alive 
beneath the ponderosity of its own 
loquaciousness, than when injudicious 
friendship, by its frivolous and bustling 
industry, contrives^ like Falstaff, to 
murder some defunct Hotspur of the 
Parnassian field zvith his own sword. 
The timely destruction of all manuscripts 
which unclouded judgment determines 
to be unworthy of publication, would 
prevent this posthumous homicide; 
and the friendly counsels of some 
faithful Lucius may snatch back the 
hand of Cato before it signs the deed of 
^^//-slaughter.- 

Authors, after they have withdrawn 
from the field of literary enterprise, may 
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still betmst^ usfefiriljninnpitDyiedi ' ' The 
taaminsuwiEi^ of fdrfper 'labours;/ i£^ not 
tn avcmicai' dr^hilolc^^ «t least ia 
a -mom) p6intr6S view;: vili:ibecdme not 
only /an atiifisehnmv ftot ia solemn. pre«- 
paiktionrf6r<^another^'^rld« : In this 
respect,; tht ditMren- ^ of /literature seem 
irtoib iesiponsilKie'thah tlie rest of ^an^ 
kind: dtattrcanvsdircely be said tb» put* 
the^ seal to Ithiir actibhij for, if the/ 
possess celebrit 3]^^ ^ *t heir good Or - bad' 
works continue to operate in the world' 
long after tlie.autiiots hare ceased to* 
prepare the poisoni .or^tp* cortipoi>ad 
thejantidotel': (flTb rc-bxamine wbat-th^y 
hkve penned*; to analyse; the^ conse- 
quences^ of all vtheir teiwetW at least* 
to $eie that' ibe g^etal r^oli cani)ot tn^ 
croutnge'vace^ weaken the principles, vi* 
tiate the fancy^'- of waifp:Jtbe judjgmcntof 
postfcrity, is afif office which Veflecliont 
teaches uk is right, arjd'religibi> therefore 
rd9iim?*'iis lib perform. If 'ibey discover 

s 5 
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11)]^' thing q rof i co n s^ tbejr afaould dif 
Hgcntly use the yet mnaiiiiflig It^ 
thai . Adr insttDg taper a&wds to. re^ 
psur what is amiflSb Ferkips the aor 
knowkdgmeiit ef error is the ooiy »^ 
paration that they can make^ aod if 
tiieycannot exscind from iheir workar 
the.. passages which they ocm ieel tir 
be objectionable, they nay at leasf 
tadce aome public method to lefnte 
tibein. '* To err is human ^''^ to confess 
error, though not *^ divine," is the aear-^ 
est approach that conacioiis fiUlibility 
caik make to perfection. 

Something, possibly^ may also be requi- 
red by society individually coo&ideped* 
In the heat of coAtroveisy, they may: 
have spoken injuriously c^ their oppor 
nents, or they may have dressed opposite 
opinions in false cok)urs» Satire may have* 
hurried them into calumny, or prepos-^ 
session may have shed a delusive brilliancy, 
aground ^ wortMess object*^ In these pafr 
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ticulars, whatever is wrong should be re- 
medied by frank confession, as well as 
all other notions whfch experience, or 
increased information, shall convince 
them were erroneous. 

Supposing the rare case^ that reason 
should still reign in unclouded majesty, 
while nature wastes by gentle, impercepti^ 
ble, and easy decay; and that our affec- 
tions were not agonized by those losses 
which often embitter protracted life, or 
those cares for immediate provision which 
must be severely felt by increasing wants 
struggling with limited means; we can 
hardly picture a more happy state than 
such a serene, quiet, and, let me add, in- 
dependent old age. The enjoyments of 
youth have always a degree of feverish 
passion annexed to them, which produces 
too much trepidation for lasting delight. 
The pleasures of mature age are inter- 
rupted by fears and cares; in either state, 
exquisite sensations of pain and pleasure 

s6 
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tread closdy upon each other, and the 
soul is alternately lifted b^, and low 
ingulphed, like a vessel in a storm* 
But when the passions are subdued by 
time; when desire is weakened by long 
experience of the unsubstantial nature oi 
• earthly enjoyments; when the certainty 
o( the shortness of our stay on earth 
abates our anxiety for the duration of 
what we still possess; when in the re- 
trospect of our past days we discover 
no fearful record of unrepented mis- 
deeds; when we stilU retain that best 
part of us, the intellectual faculty^ in 
full perfection, strengthened by the well 
digested treasures of our early days, and 
capable of the improvement which lei- 
sure and inclination still promise to af- 
ford; when, to the progressive satisfac- 
tions of increased perception, the duties 
of charity and the visions of faith are 
superadded, — surely this is to lead the 
life of angels even while on earth. 
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' Majr we not acquiife a faint image ijfr 
its eioquisite serenityv 'by/ comparing It 
to the cOd refreshing calm of la beau- 
tiful summer's evenings wben the etr 
hausting heat of the day has subsided? 
Let us suppose ourselves stationed in 
a pleasant garden, lefiesbed with cdo- 
riferous breezes, soothfed by the' niiir- 
murs of a distant rivulet, or the d^ 
-tones of a flute mellowed by intervening 
waters. Here, while the labour whi<;t 
we lately underwent renders the repose 
that we now enjoy itaiore balsan^Cf while 
our refreshing faculties :awaker): with ne\v 
energy to contemplation or imaginatix^n • 
while every pulse ^* makes healthful mu^ 
sic,*' and eVery sense xonveys djelight tp 
the soul-; does not our /satisfaction in- 
crease'fcom the TisflcGti()ci.tbat opr to^ 
is finished, and the hour of lawful rcr 
pose arrived? Such, I; conceive, m\^% 
be .the feelings of healthful, • intelligent^ 
contcnted,;^and' pious .old ige^ The 
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hope of living thus happBy and wfself 
for oursehesj when dissevered ties no 
nxMe enjoin us to live to pikers^ so- 
faces the fiitigue attendant on anxious 
and incessant emplojrment. 

Is there, however, a period in hu- 
man life when we really are rdea- 
Md from the obligation of being use- 
fol to our fellow creatures ?— Surely 
none. Let us therefore rather iook for- 
ward to relaxation^ than to absolute 

test* 

The pleasures of very advanced life 
must chiefly spring from recollection ; 
and if the faculties are not much impair- 
ed^ a retrospect of our past lives wiU 
afford us a salutary and agreeable 
amusement. We must not^ however, 
fdace full confidence in the conclusions 
which we shall then form of the real 
value of life. If youth is apt to be too 
precipitate in its decisions, and too san- 
guine in its views, slow and saturnine 
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agb 18 fiot> moie. uoi^inliljr'/ust ta it$ 

condusiooa. . v. . v . ^ 
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Seei^ througjb the vista of expected, yearit 

Life qheats our hopes. with glories not its own; 

. ■ .. ... ■ - , . 

Each glitterlDg vade a golden tower appears, 
Andeyetyrock a fempte or a throne; 

While tbe dim sight xif meianclK^y time 

Ii^volves the prospect it^ ufAakural g^m^ . 

And the fond idols of pur days of prime 
Change to a toy^ a shipwreck, or a tomb. 

Here . then, as in early life, we sball 
need a guide to correct the false 
Tiews which prejudice is apt to impose 
upon us; and where shall we apply, 
bQt to that never-fiiilingifriend to whose 
counsels, it ia ta be hoped, our youth 
has been deqply indebted ; I mean to 
religion '9 and chiefly to the sacred 
volume in which /she speaks in her 
own genuine and authoritative Ian* 
guage ? As this is the most proper 
of all books for those who have wander- 
ed far into the vale of years, it is ear* 

3 
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ikstljr to be hoped that iM shall not ^1 
lo apply to what mtist* be our chief 
source of consolation. The necessity of 
acquiring a relish for such studies at an 
early period is obvious^ by considering 
that whoever neglects to Icam the laws 
by which they must be judg^ till their 
opportunities of obeying them axe past, 
can have no pretensions to the reward 
of a faithful servant^ whatever hope 
they may cherish to obtain forgive* 
oess as a bankrupt debtor % for their 
obedience must have been, accidental; 
^nd therefore unmeritorious. ^Nor 
can their minds be enlarged to 
the comprehension of scripture doc- 
trine3> so as to receive solid con- 
siolations from them,, if they never 
entered upon the study^till :tbeir dull 
and blunted faculties were no longer ca* 
pable of attending to worldly concerns, 
though habit had long familiarized their 
ondinary routine. 

5 
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The study of the holy scriptures will 
correct the false views which melancholy 
jahd misanthropy are too apt to exhibit 
to those who quarrel with a world 
which they have really loved too well, 
. and whose dissatis&ction is rather 
occasioned by grudging their sons the 
relics of the feast,* or by the loss of 
their own appetite, than from any 
real conviction of the unsuitableness 
of the entertainment which they have 
been forced to quit. The only just 
estimate of our . existence is, that it 
is a scene of probation and trial, in 
which much is to be suffered and 
performed under the guidance of hope 
and patience, ^nd much to be en- 
joyed under the tuition of moderation 
and gratitude. Man, the chief actor 
in this motley drama, is neither a dss^ 
mon nor an angel ; for the Attributes of 
either character, exdusively bestowed^ 
'would have made him unfilifon the task 
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which has been assigned him ; and thus 

we should unwisely bring the rightt* 

ousness of God into question. Man 

18 a being endowed witbyr^^ rwV/, or 

else he could not be responsible ; he has 

great frailties, or in what would the 

merit of that virtue which cannot fell 

consist ? He requires correction, or 

how can we reconcile the afflictions 

that he suffers with the attributes of a 

. just God ? He has powerful encourage- 

. ments and assistances to enable him 

. to vanquish the temptations to which 

he is exposed, as well from the assaults 

. of his spiritual enemy, as from his 

own evil inclinations. Subduing his 

erroneous propensities, and cultivating 

his nobler properties, constitute his 

best employment in this state of 

warfare and exercise ; but as all bis 

efforts must fall infinitely short of Ws 

^Creator's holiness, the merciful expe- 

Mtht of a Redeemer has been provided» 
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in whose merits and mediation he may 
^securely y but not supinely^ trust. Beii^ 
compounded qf seeniii^Iy discordant 
materials, matter and spirit^ corrupti- 
bility and incorfuptibility, sensuality 
and intellect, tJie body, which his bef* 
ter self inhabits; aiso reqyire^ his atteii- 
tioo :^ hence -spring all the obligations 
of justice, tempierance, benevolence^ aiKi 
indu$tryi ai>d thus every chasm of 
fjejiistbaCe becomes filled with appropri* 
.ate duties J. by neglecting which, he de- 
livers himself into the power of his ene- 
mies; for idleness is the mother of sin, 
4UkI 8ia;the parent of death. Hence 
.spring; the duties of every f>eriod of life, 
•and.l^en^e the irials to which all are 
expos<^d. 

But our estimate of life can never be 
just, unlqss we ^ enlarge ^ur views to 
eternal existence, of which religion (or 
Lshpnld catber say Christianity) affords 
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tptct A futVLtt state of rcwErds arid 
punishments smooths all the inequali- 
ties of this life, and affords to falter- 
ing virtue the only encouragement that 
can enable her to endure to the end. 
Among the conclusions respecting fu- 
turity which revelation permit! us 
to indulge, it seems apjHirent that 
the blessed will never more experienoe 
fear or hope. Fear, we all linow^ 
is torture; but we are so indebted 
to hope for our sublunary pleasuresf 
that we seem unwilling to part with so 
exhilarating a companion. Hope may 
be considered as one of the strong- 
est internal evidences of our immor- 
tality; for when did human enjoyment 
ever realize the visions sketched by her 
fairy pencil ? When have we found the 
good that we long toiled to possess, 
afford us such delight as we expected ? 
Hope reminds us therefore, of our im- 
mortal origin, by continually directing 
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our views to the future^ because, like 
Noah's dove, she can find no surefooU 
ing in this worlds unwashed by the 
lyaves of afQiction. But she wilt pro* 
perly leave us at the entrance of the 
world to which she conducts us, 
because there the pre^^n/ affords such . 
entire delight^ that the mind js fill-. 
ed with the . idea of immediate good, , 
and wants nothing tp confirm it3 bliss,, 
but the certainty of its endless dura- 
tion ^ which resting on the sure pro- . 
mise of omnipotence, is liable to no un- : 
certamty. 

When we are assured that at some dis- 
tant period we must remove to a remote 
.region, from whence we shall never re- 
turn, and with which we are totally un- 
acquainted, prudence teaches us to mak^ 
all the inquiries that we can respecting 
its lawsi and produce, and inhabitants,, 
that we may endeavour to prepare our* 
selves.for the habits and accommoilations 
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which we shall there meet with. But 
when we stand at the very bmirn of this 
country, our interest in these discoveries 
increases tenfold, and our diligence 
to prepare ourselves for our new ha- 
bitation seems likely to engross alt 
our thoughts. But since, in the 
case of exchanging the visible for 
the unseen worid, we must WAit *^ till 
^* we are s^ummoned to pass the sepa* 
rating waters ;" and since we are aliso 
assured, that to perform our duty here 
is" our passport to the mansions of bliss ; 
we must not, even in the last stage of 
life, so look on things eternal as 
to forget things temporal. This er- 
ror is too rare to need much dissuasive 
admonition. Our offences are chiefly 
on the other side ; and life even appears 
more attractive to most people when 
they know that they hold it by the 
slightest tenure. 

To counteract this weakness, and to 
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subdue the selfishness which is so 
natural to age, let the lively feelings of 
benevolence be^ carefully cherished^ 
I would attach myself to a tree or 
a plant," are, I think, the words of 
an amiable writer, *^ rather than exist 
*^ without some object to excite the 
" tender affections." Probably it is 
from an idea of this kind, that elderly 
people often keep some fondled pet, 
whom they cherish with ridiculous ' 
endearments. We must pardon such . 
habits in those who live alone, and ^ 
have no near object of attachment on * 
whom they may more properly lavish 
their caresses ; but when our immediate 
descendants or collateral branches can. 
supply us with prattling infancy or 
sprightly* cyouth, to exercise our tender 
feelings, we seem both unjust and unwise 
if we prefer irrational society. The ad- 
vantages which age can afford to youth ' 
have been aktidy remarked ; they are 
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not wbcilj limited to the period oi 
ertumi as loog as we can shcm an ex* 
ample of patience and [Mety, we are use- 
ful to the rising geneiatioa; and the 
CQDsdoosoess of beii^ so, must impart a 
serene gratification. 

In proportion as the wants of our 
nature increase^ our sensibility to our 
feUow*suffi:rers should enlarge. If aches 
and pains prevent us from deeping 
even upon down, if we shiver with 
ccAd imder the warm envelope oi 
fiirs and fleeces, what must they do 
whose equal infirmities are exposed 
to musty straw and tattered wretched- 
ness ? If nourishing food and balsamic 
cordials can hardly keep ♦* the wheel 
turning round at the cistern," how 
must the faint heart falter which 
lacks the stimulant of necessary sus- 
tenance ! Is it not strange, that un- 
feeling avarice should so often mark the 
extreme of life, while the faithful re- 
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mctnbrancers of compassion ipcak in 
every ' agonized feeling and languid^en-^ 
sation ? 

Combined with liberality to the pecu- 
niary distresses of others, is the exercise 
of candour, forbearance, and gentle- 
ness; virtues extremely necessary, but 
most .hard to practise^ in declining life^ 
Considering what many people then 
endure, asperity and petulance seem 
pardonable frailties; and in that light, 
they should ever be considered by 
those whose du.ty it is to attend upon 
infirmity. But the 'sufferers them- 
selves will, ever act wisely by striving 
against those indulgences of humour, 
which, like' all other indwlgences, 
increa&e the evil they seem to re- 
lieve. Infirmity cannot be benefited 
by spleen, envy, or moroseness ; on 
the contrary, whatever robs us of the 
sympathy and affection of our fellow- 
creatures increases our misery. But the 
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ooly petfeet defence against tbe temp. 
tations which so forcibly beset us in de-* 
dining life, is resignation to the will of 
God. He who gives, has a manifest 
right to resume ; and shall we not meek** 
}y bend to his dispensations, when Ve 
know that he has promised to restore our 
temporal losses tenfold in a better 
world ! 

Thus the bitter ingredients which 
render the dregs of life unpalatable 
continue to be medicinal. The loss 
df friends, the deprivation of faculties, 
the abridgment of enjoyments, all be* 
come useful preparatives, and lighten 
us for our journey. How dreadful is 
death to those who are in the prime 
, of health and strength, and are cut 
off at the commencement of what pro- 
mised to be a prosperous and happy life! 
But when the king of terrors seizes on a 
victim whom afHiction has disrobed and 
prepared for his dart, his approach is not 
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only welcomed by the sufferer, but all 
who witness the blow pronounce it to 
be merciful. To contemplate the 
advantages which they have derived 
from past trials, seems to be one of 
the most suitable employments of old 
age. How often will they have reason 
to* exult at the disappointments vih\Q% 
crossed their youthful desires, and to 
bless the privations which rent their 
agonized hearts ! The beneficial pur- 
poses of misfortune cannot be Im- 
mediately perceived. A child, wiien he 
is corrected, feels the punishment, but 
Dot the advantage of those improvements 
which punishment impels him to acquire. 
So, while we sink under the pressure of 
sorrow, our down cast eyes are nevef 
raised so high as to discern that good will 
spring out of evil, even if w6 are so far 
improved in piety as tb confess that ovii 
griefs proceed from an all-wise God and 
merciful Father. But when we* look at 
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our trials through the distance of inter- 
vening years, we can generally discern 
some good purpose which they im- 
mediately answered : and if this be the 
case wuh our finite powers of dis- 
crimination J if, while we ** see through 

glass darkly," we can all of us say 
** it is good for us. to be afflicted ;" 
what conclusions must we form of the 
inestimable advantages of such dis- 
cipline, when our glorified faculties arc 
enlarged in a state of endless enjoy- 
ment 1 Surely our notions of life, as 
they respect the vicissitudes of fortune-, 
will then so far change, that we shall 
denominate evil good and good evil. 

But beside these trials, which must ne- 
cessarily fall to the lot of declining age, 
it often happens, that some great and 
overwhelming affliction, some dreadful 
deprivation or change of circumstances, 
assaults us at this feeble period ; and to 
evils of this kind the female sex is more 
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pecuKarly exposed. These are, however, 
felt more severely in the autumn of our 
days, than in the last years of life. The 
tree is most likely to be overset when it 
is loaded with its verdant honours > for 
the tempests which would have howl- 
ed through its bare and naked bran- 
ches without meeting with resistances 
will overwhelm opposition. The want 
of a sympathetic feeling, which is so 
universally ascribed to age as one of its 
errors, is in fact a characteristic of 
bodily decay, and a merciful preparative 
for its departure hence. In those rare 
instances, in which the afflictions of 
advanced life encounter very acute feel- 
ings, they who have witnessed the tears 
and bitter wailings of hopeless infirmity 
must ever regret that insensibility has 
not dropped the veil. 

At whatever period of life we endure 
the extreme pressure of calamity, we shall 
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do well to consider why we are severely 
afnicted. Sorrow cannot visit roan but 
by divine permission, and for two pur- 
poses ; to prove or to correct him ; and 
both these ends are defeated, if we 
question instead of submitting to the 
blow. Repining murmurs are, in fact, 
rebellion against God, who may be 
thereby provoked either to cast us off 
as irreclaimable, or to humble us by 
still more acute chastisements. Even 
grief, when it becomes so immoderate 
as to injure our health or our temper, 
or absorbs our thoughts so as to. dis- 
qualify us for the duties we owe to 
our friends and the world, is question- 
less a frajjty, if not a sin. This con- 
sideration is very proper to women, 
who are too apt to attach merit to 
extreme susceptibility. To submit with 
cheerful resignation to the burden which 
Providence lays on us, and to improve 
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it to our everlasting benefit, is chris* 
tian virtue. We mvist. torn passionate 
the faded form of grief, or the wild 
aspect of despair; but it is fortitude, 
'' the nymph of the rock," and ** pa- 
*^ tience with her meek arms folded 
*' on her throbbing breast," whom we 
esteem and venerate. 

As death is the last enemy of man, so 
to subdue the dread of ,it is ih^ clo^ 
shig labour of a pious christian; and 
doubtless, it is to expedite this glorious 
achievement {bat iht last ^cene of 
life is generally marked Nvith i:rriva« 
iions and sorrows. Our friends ex^ 
pire before us^ to teach us how to 
die; our powers of enjoyment decrease, 
to convince us that we have little 
to relinquish; our sphere of useful<- 
ness becomes contracted^ to show us that 
our task in life is nearly finished* ^^ The 
^ time was,'' says the amiable Howdl 
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writing to an oKl friend, " lliat you and 
'* 1 had all the fair continent of Eu- 
" rope before us to range in; we have 
*' since been con6ned to an island; 
" and now, Lincoln holds you and 
" London me. We must expect tlie 
" day that sickness will confine us 
" to our chambers, then to our beds, 
'* and 80 to our graves, the dark and 
" silent grave, which will put a period 
" to our pilgrimage in this world. And 
" observable it is, what method nature 
*' doth use to contract our liberty by de- 
" grees. But though this small bag full 
*■ of bones be so confined, yet the no- 
" blest part of us may then be said to be 
" set at liberty, when having shaken off 
*' this slough of flesh, she mounts up to 
" her true country, the country of eternity, 
** where one moment of joy is more than 
*' if we enjoyed all the pleasures of this 
'* world a. million of years here among the 
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" elements. But till our threads are 
*' spun up, let us continue to enjoy 
" ourselves as well as We can." These 
reflections are true wisdom. 

" You and I," he continues, " have 
" luckily met abroad under many meri- 
•* dians; when our course is run here 
** I trust that we shall meet in a re- 
gion that is above the wheel of 
time, and it may be in the con* 
cave of some star, if those glorious 
lamps are habitable." This pleasing 
hope, so dear to those who humbly trust 
that they have many a beloved con- 
nexion among the blessed inhabitants 
of the unseen world, renders the 
memory of the friends we have lost not 
only •• pleasingly mournful," but rfe- 
lightful and improving. It is sanc- 
tioned by the opinion of many of our 
Arst divines, and is implied, though not 
fully asserted, in scripture. Where the 
veil has not been drawn aside, it is pre- 
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sumptuous to attempt to pierce into 
the secret councils of God. But a 
humble expectation of this kind is 
not without effect, if it teach us to 
choose our friends from religious mo* 
tives, and console us when we are 
so unfortunate as to have the bonds 
of virtuous attachment prematurely 
dissolved. Another happy use of this 
hope will be, to reconcile us to the 
irremediable stroke of death, in the 
expectation of its rejoining us to 
those whom we best loved. 

To wait the approach of that event 
which shall for ever conceal from our 
eyes all that we have been accustomed 
to behold, and deliver us over to an un- 
tried and endless existence, with min- 
gled sensibility and composure, is the 
enviable lot of few; and if even the 
Btrong and enlightened mind of John^ 
son falter^jd in this trial, what is the 
weakness 4ind comparative ignorance of 
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woman to expect, but extreme dis" 
may? We beheld in the j^bove in* 
S^tance^ that firm faith and habitual 
piety, were unaWe to protect the 
christian sage frpm being dejected by 
the apprehension of those tremendous 
tyiis which haunt the shadow of that 
dark vilky throlj^h which he expected 
soon to passy faint and alone. To 
those who shudder with similar antici- 
patipns, tt must be a consolation to 
know, that it was o^iog to the keen 
sensibility and devout humility of thi^^ 
admirable moralist, acting too forcibly 
upon a diseased and nervous frame, that 
he underrated bis owa foititud^ and 
feared the withdrawing of the ts$ecial 
grace of Gpd« He caniemplaied hi» 
inevitable trial with doubt and terror jr 
ht endured it with magnaiuaiity and 
fcope. . Ht ^ko exclaimed, •♦ Q^ my 
friend 4 the approach of death is very 
dreadful} I aift afbid tp^ think on: t^ 
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" wh'ch I know I cannot avoid ; it 
" is vain lo look round and round 
" for that help which none can afford," 
found in his last hours the fitli 
pmcer of the religion which he pro- 
fessed, and afforded another exaraple 
(o prove the propriety of the celebrated 
prayer of Balaam, " Let me diethedeath 
" of the righteous, and let my last 
" end beHkehis.'' 

To those, however, who haveJiadthe 
misery to witness the desponding or ex- 
cruciating exit of some dear connexion 
whose life gave better expectations, a 
few consolatofy suggestions may be use- 
ful ; especially since enthusiasm and sec- 
tarism are so apt to dress the deaitU beds 
of their converts and promulgators with 
as unnatural and fantastical ornftments- 
as Rousseau bestowed on his foppish 
Eloise. The manner of dying very 
much depends on the naUue of the 
ncortftl disease, which often enliicly ov*r_ 
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powers the intellectual faculties by 
absorbing them in acute pain, dis-» 
torting them by phrensy, or benumb- 
ing them by torpor and stupidity. 
Rapturous exclamations of joy, and 
clear premonitions of felicity, cannoti 
be congenial except to the high xorought 
sensibility of martyrs and confessors; 
for though a pious rational christian 
may, when death is at some distance 
hail or even invite it i&s a blessed release, 
he must, when actually struggfing in its 
grasp, feel an indescribable awe at the 
consciousness of immediately approach-* 
ing the presence of his God, Even if 
the severity of bodily anguish do not 
compel him. to cry aloud for help and 
deliverance, fervent and- frequent eja- 
culations for mercy, and ardent pro- 
fessions of faith and hope in the great 
Mediator, are surely the most suit- 
able expressions for sinful, repentant 
dying man. To see our fellow-creatures 
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thus expire, is to behold them die the 
death of the righteous. When they 
talk of ravishing foretastes of joy» 
golden crowns, and triunipbaot palms, 
may we not too generally lament that 
they quit this world in a state little 
suited to those who are to be ex- 
amined as to what they have **done 
in the body, whether it is good or 
evil/' and who must render a faith- 
ful account of their thou^ts, words and 
actions ? Kshop Taylor <^ls a persuasion 
of single predestination (or as I believe 
it is now more generally called assurance 
of salvation) on a death bed, *^ one of the 
^< designs, of the tempter to interpose 
** between the end of the journey and 
*' the reception of the crown." 

We have now dropped the curtain on 
feeble age, and conducted it, if not in 
presumptuous certainty, yet in humble 
expectation, to the *' narrow house'*' 
which its ruined frame will never quit till 



423 

^' the earth and al]> things therein pass 
*' away/* You well know on what pro^ 
mises we found our hopes that it may 
then " burst a seraph from the tomb/* 
possessing faculties of which the fullest 
enjoyment of youthful alacrity, man- 
ly vigour and sagacious experience, 
can give us but a faint conceptioru 
In a similarity to the glorified body 
of our Redeetner, and in the enjoy 
ment of the beatific vision, every thing 
that is elevated, glorious and desirable 
are combined. 

The review of what age requires must 
impress youth with two considerations -y 
a tender solicitude to minister to the infir- 
mities of those who bend under its pres« 
sure, and a provident forecast to lay up 
the necessary stores for our own wants in 
that dreary season. These,* it is obvious^ 
will be of two kinds,, mental and bodily; 
the former may be diminished by acquir- 
ing a rdish fior those pleasures and studies 
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which we can enjoy aIoiie> and which 
will be then sufficiently delightful 
tx> occupy our attention, when ea- 
nity and interest offer no induce- 
ments to their pursuit. But the grand 
intellectual cordial of old age is the 
rismembrance of a well spent life: 
if our years of prime have been de^ 
voted to the service of God and our 
fellow-creatures^ if we have l^d up a 
provision of good works, steady prin- 
ciples, and just ideas, ** the days" never 
can arrive ** in which we shall have no 
pleasure." 

The bodily wantsof infirmity and weak- 
ness are a claim upon the prudence, the 
oeconomy, and the diligence of the active 
portion of our existence. The means 
that are foollsbly squandered in one part 
of our lives, are generally wanted at an- 
other. As comforts are more necessary 
than luxuries, and as it is better to eujoy 
than to outshine y so it is infinitely more 
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desirable that the evening of life should 
be serene, than that its morning should 
be brilliant. The disappointments and 
privations, that assault us in the prime of 
our days may be vanquished by industry 
or encountered by fortitude ; but age sits 
shivering on its frozen perch like a bird 
in winter, too weak to seek materials to 
build itself a nest, and yet unable 
to endure the storm. Whatever an- 
xiety, exertion, or privation, I may en- 
dure while I have strength to sustain the 
burden, grant me, kind ProvidencCi 
a comfortable retreat at the lasf ; 
where I may abide, sheltered and se- 
rene, and, trim my ruiRcd plumes at 
leisure, betbre I launch on the ocean of 
eternity. 

And now, my dear young friend, my 
task i$ ended, and my conscience seems 
discharged of a debt which it has long 
felt, and bade me often ponder on the 
means of paying. / have written toyoxt^ 
whether in such a manner as your blessed 
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mother requested I would, I sometimes 
doubt 9 but this I know, I have in all my 
precepts kept her in my eye, . and endea- 
voured to enforce those sentiments, and 
recommend those habits, which my inti- 
mate knowledge of her character tells 
me she would have approved. I may^ 
therefore, solace myself with the thought 
that I have endeavoured to fulfil her 
injunction. 

At the commencement of these letters^ 
1 felt discouraged at the eoctensiveness of 
the plan, for the due execution of which 
my numerous domestic duties left me lit* 
tie leisure. Whoever justly appreciates 
public favour, must be strongly solicitous 
to preserve it» and of course anxious to 
ward ofFwhateverthreatens its diminution. 
In this point I continue vulnerable, even 
to fimid susceptibility. The difficulty of 
writing upon subjects which we have be^ 
fore discussed, increases with every sue* 
cessive composition. A desire to guard 
against repetition, on the one hand^ obliges 
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tos to awearisotne pursuit of novelty; 
and the dread of contradicting what 
we have before advanced, imposes a 
painful restraint upon invention. If> 
while we avoid these faults, we can al^o 
steer clear of affectation and dulness^ 
we must esteem our$elves singularly 
fortunate. Writing from the dictates 
of my heart, and iromjited principles, 
made it less probable that I should 
unsay my former testimony; but the 
danger of disgusting my readers : by 
endless repetition proportionably increa- 
sed. 

Popular applause is proverbially cap'ri* 
cious; it is often distributed by mere 
ehance, and frequently it is rather a ca^ 
sual bounty, extorted by the situation of 
the writer, or the subject of the work, 
than the just tribute which discernment 
pays to desert : in either of the above 
cases it cannot be uniform ox permament. 
To this consideration must be added, thQ 



42S 

certainty of meeting with that increased 
degree of opposition which success is 
sure to create. The first efforts of a 
young author are generally most favourr 
ably received by the public; not only 
from a generous desire of encouraging 
merit > but from the forbearance of those 
who are seldom inclined " to cry havoc 
^* and let slip the dogs of war** on ig- 
noble game, and who consequently in- 
demnify themselves for this moderation 
by their more vigorous pursuit of what 
appears like established reputation. 
This temper is particularly visible, when, 
the envy incident to authorship is sti- 
mulated by theological (I will not say 
by religious) differences. It is impose 
sible for the liveliest imagination to 
predict what a doughty polemic will 
report of a work which labours to pull 
down the strong holds of heresy and 
schism. In different circles, and in 
different reviews, this book wtll probably 
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be stytcd formal and fanatical, inculca- 
ting mene worldly wisdom, and enforc- 
ing unnecessary niceties, while its au- 
thor is successively termed a latitu- 
dinarian and a bigot. I could mention 
other general reasons which might have 
induced me to lie by on the shelf for 
the remainder of my days, beside se- 
veral private causes of a depressing na- 
ture, that are connected with my pecu- 
liar situation. One of these is the loss 
of nearly all the friends of my early- 
life, who encouraged or assisted my li- 
terary pursuits; and my seclusion from 
such society as is most apt to invigorate 
the intellectual faculties,, which ever 
receive their best stimulus from the 
collision of active and ingenuous minds 
employed in similar pursuits. 

Perseverance gradually lessened the 
difficulties which at first seemed so for- 
midable* I found my mind gather 
strength in proportion as I detached it 
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from vseless contemplatioot and vain 
regrets; and the apprehension of fbr* 
feiting the estimation in which my 
former labours have been kindly held 
(at first so formidable), was gradually 
weakened, under the flattering suggcts^ 
tion that my present work might be al» 
lowed to stand by their side, and rank 
with them in the warfare which the 
friends of decorum (I hope not unsuc* 
ccssfully) maintain with •' every evil word 
** and work.'* To promote the eternal 
welfare of our fellow creatures, is a 
stimulus, compared to which, all the 
allurements that fame and ambition 
ever presented are lighter in the balance 
than vanity itself. 

] had no intention to speak of thepo? 
litical aspect of the times ; such discus-* 
sions, further than as they aie connected 
with religion and virtue, are ill adapted 
to my sex or my abilities. On its moral 
features I have dwelt diffusely; and ge- 
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nersll opinion will bear me out when I 
say that they are truly alarming. A very 
respectable authority has determined^ 
that the danger to be apprehended from 
what are styled French and German prin-* 
ciples rapidly diminishes. The bolder 
dogmas of those impious schools were, 
I believe, always too absurd and pro- 
fligate for the sound sense and decorous 
habits of Englishmen: but it is impos- 
sible to touch pitch without being de- 
filed; and the general rage for that pes-' 
tilential literature, though it has not 
changed us into a nation of deists, anar- 
chists, and reprobates, has made us in- 
differents and sensualists; while thi$ 
cant phrases of liberty and energy, 
though they have not roused us to ruin 
the fairest fabric of government that 
ever .human wisdom contrived, have 
introduced a spirit of insubordination 
and envy of our immediate superiors', 
which is visible in the delight that all 
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ranks ftel to outshine and traduce those 
who are above themselves. Our com- 
mercial opulence greatly increases these 
faults; a restless pursuit of wealth leaves 
little leisure for religious attainments? 
hence we may. trace, on one side, the 
alarming progress of fanaticism, which 
boldly and exclusively claims to itself 
the honours due to rational, steady, 
humble piety; and on the other, we 
see the dreadful neglect of public wor- 
ship, and all that blind and timid de- 
.pendance on second causes, which be- 
speak a people *^ who know not God/' 
To these we must add that laxity of 
public opinion, with respect to moral 
turpitude, which is so alarmingly vi- 
sible in the mass of local publications 
and general conversation. I wil) in- 
stance, in probity and chastity^ the 
cardinal virtues of the two sexes. To 
counterbalance this mass of evil in our 
national character, we may plead thai 
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we still retain our ancient distinctions 
of courage and liberality which cer- 
tainly never were more conspicuous 
than under the present severe trial. 

The accusations that have been 
brought against our sex for contributing 
to, or I should rather say accelerating, 
the downfal of our moral fame, are of 
a very serious nature. It is said that 
we have deserted the station in which 
Qur Creator placed us, and that, from 
the help-mates, we are become the in- 
cumbrances of man. We are charged 
with ingrafting the worst part of the 
Asiatic on the British character, and 
with being now as voluptuousj but not 
as submissive^ as the degraded inhabi- 
tants of the eastern harems. The word 
wife is considered by men as indicative of 
^vehicle forextravagant expenditure; and' 
woman is supposed to mean a venal bau* 
ble, whom few can afford to purchase. 
It would be easy fw us to recriminate on 
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the bad habits of the other sex; but 
this would produce no good efFcct. I 
fear we have too much reason to own 
the foibles and faults on* which this 
severe charge is founded j and though I 
think the question of our superiority 
in comparative worth is fairly tenable, 
enough of blame still adheres to us 
to render the task of immediate refor- 
mation indispensible. 

I have stated, that happiness is com- 
bined with duty; but then I spoke of 
happiness in a religious point of view, not 
as including external prosperity, or ex- 
emption from trial. I have said little of 
expedience; for though, in a political 
sense, we must connect piety and virtue 
to those external circumstances with 
which they can well incorporate, fitness 
and propriety are not tht legitimate foun- 
dations on which we should seek to erect 
the massy pile of perfect holiness; for that 
purpose, we must select materials that are 
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the growth of another world. 1 have 
paid little attention to external appear- 
ance, or polite accomplishments; not 
because I think them unimportant, much 
less from a desire that genuine virtue' 
should unwisely decline all adventitious 
adornings; but because the present 
times show no disposition to under- 
rate these advantages. For a similar 
reason, I have not bestowed much la- 
bour in recommending fas kiojiable vir- 
tues; I have only endeavoured to place 
them on their proper basis, Christian- 
ity. 

I have particularly pointed my- hosti- 
lity at that false candour, and puling libe- 
rality, which meets with so much suspi- 
cious admiration among the teachers of 
the new school; who, under the pretext 
of introducing more exalted purity, pre-' 
pare our minds for every vice, by divest- 
ing us of our natural abhorrence of what 
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16 sinfuL That rage for distinction 
and parade which in&tuates the most 
respectable and important part of the 
community, and all its ridiculous ap- 
pondages, of vanity, frivolity, and a& 
fectation, have called forth my severe 
reprehension. In fine, I have endea- 
voured to the utmost of my abilities^ 
riot only to enforce the domestic duties, 
but to enlarge the foundation on which 
they stand ; and to this purpose I have 
employed a considerable portion of this 
work in elucidating the elements of 
christian knowledge, and recommending, 
them to universal attention. My guide 
in this particular has been our maternal 
church f whom I have laboured to de- 
fend from tlie censures of her avowed 
enemies, and the charge of defection, 
now so strongly and unjustly urged against 
her by dubious brethren. My motive so 
to do has proceeded from my firm belief 
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f>f her general excellence, and my con- 
viction» founded on experience, that> 
next to indifference on religious points, 
indiscreet zeal is most fatal to individual 
V^irtue and peace of mind. Lamenting 
to see well-meaning people place that 
merit in dissent and singularity, which 
(except in very peculiar cases) is due 
to conformity and humility, I have en- 
deavoured to rescue the Ch-urch of Eng* 
land from the reproaches that have 
been thrown upon her; aad in this 
the labours of her best defenders have 
been my revered guides. My motive 
for incorporating so much of their ar* 
gumcnts witli my own connecting re- 
marks, will, I hope, be candidly ex- 
cused by their zeal for the glory of 
God ; since it proceeded from my very 
sincere desire to see such important 
knowledge universally diffused among 
my own sex, who are generally fearful of 
^reading extensive works in divinity, that 
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arc professedly controversial and bting 
by this diffidence kept- ignorant of 
ivbat can really be urged in support 
of the church into which they aro 
baptized, they fall a ready prey to thosV 
preachers of dissension, who, in their 
ZtH to make proselytes, neither re- 
spect the fundamental laws of our 
constitution, the privacy of domestic 
retirement, nor the peace of families. 

To originality, of design I make no 
pretensions I am only one of. many 
thousand labourers who have for ages 
cultivated a fruitful field; and I dis- 
claim every attempt to practise ex- 
perimental husbandry. The scene of 
our toil is spacious; briars and weeds 
rapidly spring up ; and the enemy 
to the Lord of the soil, not content 
with surreptitiously sowing tares, endea- 
vours to introduce new modes of cul- 
ture, which, under the pretence of im- 
provements, will convert the garden of 
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God into a steril and naked wilderness, 
where the seed of immortality can never 
take root. Hence the necessity of addi- 
tional labourers, some of whom must 
%ct as watchmen while others carry home 
the harvest. ** Blessed are they whom 
*' the Lord, when he cometh," shall find 
vigilant and faithful, speaking the words 
of truth with singleness of heart, and 
preferring the unchangeable approbation 
of God to the evanescent praise of men. 
I have been so anxious to avoid 
omitting any reflections that seemed 
connected with my design, that I fear 
I ought to offer many apologies to the 
public for re-introducing some subjects 
under another head, which I had pre^ 
viously discussed. Whatever indul- 
gence I may. hope from the candour 
of my readers, or from the partiality 
. of my friends, I anticipate many jests 
from the adversaries of my design (I am 
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not conscious of having a»y persormt 
enemies); and the not unapt compari- 
sons of the jog trot of the pack-horse^ 
and the tedious monotony of his bells^ 
may deter many people from looking tt 
my book, before they protest that they 
are disgusted with its sameness. The 
truth is this: the leading ideas which 
occupied my mind were so superlatively 
important, that J felt it to be my duty 
to bring them frequently upon the fore- 
ground, and to prove their consequence 
by showing their various bearings and 
relations. Generally speaking, they are 
cither considerations which the present 
age is inclined to overlook, or else er- 
roneous principles sanctioned by custom, 
or established by sophistry. In either 
case, my dissuasive warnings seemed to 
require all the enforcement which they 
could receive. Even verbal repetition 
has been sometimes studiously adopted. 
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6nom a conviction that persuasion is more 
important than novelty, and from the 
hope that by this ofieans memory might 
beconje an alJy to virtue and piety.- 

I plead guilty to the charge of 
wishing to keep my fair countrywomen 
entirely British. I think that epithet 
infinitely more- desirable than philoso* 
{dier or cosmopolite. These latter 
terms can only be applied to a few 
in an honourable sense; and, if 
universally aspired to, must occasion 
the sacrifice of that part of our 
characters which is most valuable. 
Those who are merely pretenders to these 
distinctions are worse than worthless, 
they are detestable ; but she who sets out 
with a humble yet firm resolution^f 
" doing her duty in that state of life^to 
•^ which it shall please God to call her;'*^ 
cannot fail of being respectable, however 
mean her station, however calamitous her 
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with men. IndiiFerence to a husband's conduct 
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able. Danger of exciting a husband's jealousy. 
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confident is often pernicious. Young wives 
must beware of swelling trifles into miseries. 
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. stancedinmenofstern tempers* in the fastidi* 
ous» in the susceptible* and in the choleric. Do- 
mestication may be too extreme. Economy in 
dress. Regard to a husband's circumstances 
and profession. Relative duties to his children 
or connexions.. Happiness of a well-suited 
couple. 
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LETTER Xril. p. 185 

ON THE DUTY OP MOTHERS* 

Education a fashionable study. Its foundation 
' should be in religion. Instruction is now made 
to depend upon agreeableness, instead of obedi- 
ence, and more directed to open the understand- 
ing than correct the heart. It tends to make 
children confident. Over attention and extreme 
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VAtchftihieas have aerloiu bad t d nacyiei to ea o» 
children. School is the best remedy for Mif. 
importance in boys. Premature intelligence is 
generally dsceptioos* Vanity of modiers. Com- 
mon sense should be most cultirated. iVIost 
systems of education lequinc more attention 
than is practi^ble. Scheme of keeping children 
apart from servants wonld make the former 
CQpercilions. Servants iinproper confidents for 
children. Each sex should early receire dcs 
proper bias. Boys should be prevented from 
tyrannizing over their sisters. Bomestic edu« 
cation seems best adapted to-gixis. Education 
should be appropriated to the rank of life. 
Amiable deportment suits every station ; is the 
cemfCBt of family harmony. Modiers fdionld be: 

' impartial ; should preserve their own authority. 
Artifices in education are inadmissible. Teasing 
injurious to a fretful temper. The system of 

■ reasoning with a young child is absurd. Whea 
their reason ripens, it should be directed to cor- 
rect their own faults. Confidence should be sup- 
pressed, diffidence encouraged. Genius require* 
extraordinary culture and discipline. Parental 
partiality apt to mistake in this particular. Sen- 
timental liberality different from Christian be- 
nevolence. Value of arithnjetical knowledge. 
Industry> neatness, and regularity commended* 
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. stilled r<^ligioos )>rinciples> is the best consola- 
tion of imhappy parents. The comfortaof 
age must be procured in youth. 
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•ociety; most of all to the -luxurious habits 
of the middle ord^^^s, their neglect of .watch- 
fulness, preference of ability to moral worth, 
and sabbath-breaking. Dreadful consequent 
ces of this in manufacturing towns. Sun« 
day when well spent, a great check on 
the profligacy, of domestics. Family in- 
struction and worship. Proper books for 
semntii. ln^tru^M of the 16¥i^er classes should 
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not proceed too far. Great skill is Aecesslry 
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are the principal vices of the. lower orders. 
Laying traps for veracity and integrity is 
highly blamable. Conscientiousness in giving 
a character.. 'Compassion to the frailty of 
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OLD AGE. 

Mothers should relax their authority, as their chil- 
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> with finding it difficult to grow old with pro- 
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nounce society/ Advantages resulting from 
a mixture of different ages with mutual 
good >vill. Cheerfuliiess commendable in de- 
t\itiing life. Activity arid energy recommend- 
ed oti prudential motives. Obstinacy and ill- 
humoufcensured on the same grounds^ Prema- 
ture seclusion is unwise. Value of an old 
iriend when we are compelled to be sedentary. 
Great merit of those who sacrifice their amuse- 
ments to divert the aged and infirm. World- 
ly concerns should be finally adjusted^ and the 
care of them relinquished. Capricious tes- 
tamentary bequests condemned. Old age often 
falls into mercenary hands. As long as possi- 
ble, cherish a relish for literature. Avoid 
brooding on your own miseries. Termination 
of a literary career. Authors should leave off 
composition in time, review the moral ten- 
dency of their works, and correct mistakes. 
Happiness of an independent rational old age. 
Recollection its chief employment. Religion 
its best comfort. Just estimate of life. Pros- 
pect of futurity. Preparation for departing 
hence. Cherish the feelings of benevolence, 
practise candour and paUence^^ Affliction a 
good preparative for death. Its extremes ei- 
ther in privation or suffering considered. Vic- 
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tory over the fear of tfeadh. Considerations 
on the closing scene. What youth owes to age 
in compassionate offices and provident care. 
Satisfaction at finishing a work that was un- 
dertaken on conscientious motives. The mo- 
ral aspect of the times is portentous. General 
jretrospect of the work« Conclusion* 
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